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INFORTVIAL GUIDANCE
ON

PREPARATION OF WATER DEPLETION ESTIT{ATES
FOR

THE WIhIDY GAP PROCESS

Applican$ are advised to confer wirh the Crrand Junction Ofifice of USFWS to dctermine what
factors should be considercd in preparing the water depletion estimate.

OSM had developed the following informal guidance regarding rhe prepararion of warer deplerion
ssilmales:

Watcr depletion esdmates for coal mining operations in the Upper Colorado River Basis
shoutd factor in thc following water uses as well as others that are specific to each project:

Usc of watcr from the following sources:'Water 
righrs

Water pumped ftom sueams/rivers-
Alluvial aquifer pumpage
Deep aquifer pumpage where such aquifers are connected to surface waters

Use of water for ttre following acdvides:
Haul road dust suppression
Dust suppres.sien en other rqads
Other dust suppression activities
Pond evaporation
Pit wucr cvaporation
Undergnund mining dust supprcssion
Conveyor spfrays
Bathhouse consumption
Powcr plant boilcr water use
Domestic/potable water use
Coal processing/cleaning consumption
Vendlation fan moisnrre ourpur

The water depletion should be based on the rnaxirnum approved annual coal
production rate appncved by the State RA. Some of the factors listed below arre
overlapping, therefore each operator should dcvelop thair warer depledon esdmarc
based on the sirc conditions at thc mjne giving full consideration to each factor as it
is prcsent at the mine- The water depletion estimate must not be reduced based on
warer augmenation from water rights or ocher sour@s.

OSM rccornmends that the water depletion estimatc be includcd in thc SMCRA permit
applicadon. It should be included along with hydrology information and be refaenccd in
the wildlife section of dre permit applicadon where impacts to T and E species are
discrrssed.

X :\BMAI:iO I flINB O)flBROWNS\TEMAWATERD
EP.WPD



l6-t{0V-2005 l2rl1

. - - -

;
I
I

I

I

FRCttFColorado Div ls ion of  l l inera ls  & 0ro lory +13038328108 T-133 P,003/003 t-?49

TNF'RMATIoN osM NEEDs FRoM srATETo PREPAREMINING PLAI'TDOCIJMENT'

nments
SOURCE

Cor
IT{trOR.MATION

nM(i rnmval documcnt
fia?e annlication received

DMG aPProval document
Dats aPPlicafon dcclared
..nrnnlete

Date qf last uPdate of

application E----

Date of last comPlewncss
nnhlicatiofl

DMG aPProval docurncnt OR
n.sM rcceiot date

DMG aPPnoval doeument

rlMG aooroval do$mentT-- .
Narhc of newsDaPgf

nMG asUovd dOcument
Rond arnOunt

DMG aPProval document

-

nMG eDDrovd docurrunt

Permit arca acrcage bdo're
re.visiur aoProved

p;rmit tevision arge aCrCAge

Total Permit area acreagl aftcr

ievisi6n aPProvcd -

DMG aPProval documcnt

DMG aDDroval document
F-rietins disnrrbca acreagF

DMG aPproval documcnt
Additionil distrubed Ecreagc
r.e-sultinE fuin rcvi sion

Maximum aPProved annual
.-6a1 ffsdustion r?te

DMG aPrProval documcnt OR

PAP

PAPTE SPecies irrforrnation for
p*p.t"tio" of Biological

i Assessmsflt
I

PAP - usuallY in HY&ologY
section but should be

i *fJr"*cd in wildlife TE

I secdon.
I
l-

r Mining PLan lcft-ol

lVindi GaP watcr dc-Pletion
.tiit"tt t& uPPer Colorado
i["* Suin if annual coal
production rate is an increase
irom that last aPPrwedbY
DMG.

SHPO consultation lener

MAY BB requireo rr €ul

increaEe rn arurual
;;;i producgion rate

#11.."-
;;.-;;;er dcPrecion ' -

Proicct Manager

DMGStarc decision date
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