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DaronR. Haddock
UtahDivisionof Oil, Gas,andMining
1594WestNorth Temple,SuiteL2l0
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HowardE. Strand
Office of SurfaceMining
DenverFieldDivision
P.O.Box 46667
Denver,CO 8020l-6667

Re: Suggestionsfor Coal ProgramEvaluation Topics
Your Requestdated MaY 26,2010
Dear Mr. Haddock and Mr. Strand:
In your letter of May 26,2010 the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (UDOGM) and
the United StatesDepartmentof Interior, Office of SurfaceMining (OSM) requestedsuggestions
for coal mining topics that OSM could evaluateas potential improvementsto the Utah Coal
RegulatoryProgramoversightprocess. We also reviewed the most recent annualreport that
addressesUDOGM's effectivenesswith implementationof the coal regulatoryprogram.
EPA is concernedwith the unmitigatedmethaneemissionsassociatedwith Utah coal
mining projects. Methaneassociatedwith coal seamsand the surroundingrock is liberated
during the mining processas well as the subsequentfracturing of the overburden. Typically,
undergroundcoal mining projects would include a ventilation systemand gob vent boreholesto
releasemethaneemissionsdirectly to the atmospherel.
EPA supportsenergyconservationas an important pollution preventionmeasure,and
notesthat ExecutiveOrder 13514(Oct. 5,2009) makes"reductionof greenhousegas(GHG)
emissionsa priority for Federalagencies"and establishesa national policy that Federalagencies
o'shallincreaseenergyefficiency; measure,report, and reducetheir greenhousegasemissions
from direct and indirect activities.. ."
EPA also maintainsa voluntary CoalbedMethane OutreachProgram,which promotes
cost-effectiverecoveryand use of methanereleasedfrom coal mining activities. From 1994
through 2008, US coal mines capturedover 568 billion cubic feet of coal mine methanefor use
in trapping
I
Methane is a greenhousegas that remains in the atmosphere over a significant period of time with at least twenfy times the effectiveness of carbon dioxide
fossil fuels such
heat radiated from the earth. During the past century humans have substantially added to the amount of greenhousegases in the atmosphere by buming
- are enhancing
as coal, natural gas, oil and gasoline to power our cars, factories, utilities and appliances. The added gases - primarily carbon dioxide and methane
is emitted from both
the natural gxeenhouseeffect, and likely contributing to an increase in global average temperature and relaled clirnate changes. Although methane
(IPCC) developed
natural andlthropogenic sources, underground coal mines are the largest source of coal mine methane. The International Panel on Climate Change
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Therefore other rypes of greenhousegas emissions are measured in terms of the amount of CO2 that would have an equivalent arnount of GWP.

und
or sale,thus preventingits releaseinto the atmosphere.ln 2008, thirteen active
mines.with methanecapture projects operating throughout the United Statespreven 37 billion
cubic feet of methanefrom enteringthe atmosphere,therebyoffsetting almost l5 mi ion metric
nhousegas
tons of carbondioxide-equivalent(MMTCO2e). In most cases,the potential for
EP
emissionreductionsfrom coal mining projectswould be significant. Therefore,
this
recommendsthat UDOGI\4/OSM consideractionsthe agenciescould take to legally
methane.
Future annual reports could disclose the projected annual and total project li
cumulative GHG emissions,in COz equivalentterms, for the methaneemissionsas iated with
the mining of federal or statecoal and any adjacentprivate coal, as well as any other lated
direct or indirect GHG emissions. It may be helpful to translatethe) .GHG emissions to
equivalencies that are easily understood from the public standpoint' and to provide comparison
nof
to GHG emissionsfrom other, similar proposalsor actions;and to provide a
scales.
Utah's annualemissionsto annualemissionsat westernregional,national, and glo
Along with the suggestionsexpressedin this letter comesa commitment fro EPAto
lcome the
work with you and your staff in improving the coal regulatory program. We would
ut
our
opportunity to meet with you to discussany concerns. If you have any questions
letter, pleasecontactme at (303)312-6A04or JamesHanley, our mining engineer,at 303)312gov.
6725 or hanleyj ames@epa.
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