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Dear Jim:

JAN 1 4 198m

In response to your letter of November 25, 1980, my staff has reviewed Valley
Camp of Utah's request for a waiver of Section 783.14(a)(1). We are in
agreement that the test boring data is transferable from Coastal States
Energy's Skyline Mine to Valley Camp's Belina Mine; however, Valley Camp
should provide information as to the location of and quantities of subsurface
water encountered in their active operations. This information requirement is
already part of their approved hydrologic monitoring plan. Therefore,
collection and submittal of this information will not put an additional burden
on Valley Camp. With this condition, I agree that a waiver of Section
783.14(a)(I) be given to Valley Camp's Belina Mine.

It is important to note that this waiver only applies to the geology of the
strata over the underground workings and not to the geology of those lands
disturbed by surface activities within the mine plan area (Section
783.14(a)(2». The Belina Mine has a history of slope failures in the portal
area. Information on the surface geology of the portal area is necessary in
order to evaluate the stability of the cuts and/or structures.

I would also like to take this opportunity to comment on a letter from Ms.
Mary Ann Wright (DOGM), to Mr. Glen Phillips (Golder Associates for Valley
Camp) dated December 5, 1980. In this letter, Ms. Wright inferred that the
adjacent area may be adequately addressed by reviewing impacts in the permit
area. As you know, the term "adjacent area" is used to describe the lands
where air surface or ground water, fish, wildlife, vegetation, or other
resources p~otected by the Act may be adversely impacted. An underground
mine, like Belina No.1 and 2, may impact the hydrology, vegetation, and
wildlife systems outside the permit area; (i.e., angle of draw due to
subsidence roads) therefore, the adjacent area is usually larger than the
permit area for an underground mine and information as to impacts in the
adjacent area is needed.

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.

cc: Moffitt, USGS, SLC
Christensen, FS, Price
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