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VALLEY CAMP OF UTAH, INC. ;ry
Scofield Route

Ms. Lisa Lubke !~
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Water &Hazar~o~s.Waste Enforcement Brarrl~~~~ .
Enforcement Dlvlslon
1860 Lincoln Street 9S\
Denver, Colorado 80295 '-i' NG'J 2, 5"\

RE: Notice of Violation and Order
33 U.S.C. 1319
Docket Number 81-6

Dear Ms. Lubke:

Thank you for furnishing me a copy of the subject
Notice of Violation and Order, as arranged for in
our conversation on October 14, 1981, and which I
have now received. I also appreciate your willing
ness to co-operate with us in light of the circum
stances surrounding the loss of the original mail
ing.

The overflow discharge, as observed on December 8,
1980, was a result of improper underground sump
pumping activities by the pumpman. Apparently, both
sump pumps were turned on and allowed to pump un
restricted to the filter pond. In doing so, the filter
ing capacity of the pond was exceeded and a discharge
through the emergency outflow resulted.

Remedial actions taken to prevent a future recurrence
of this type include the following:

1. All personnel associated with underground pumping
activities have been informed of restrictions as
sociated with the discharge of mine water so far
as pond volume and filtering capability are con
cerned.

2. All associated personnel have also been informed
of the potential repercussions associated with
violating the conditions of our N.P.D.E.S. per
mit.
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3. All associated personnel have also been given in-
structions on pumping scheduling.

In regard to your desires as related to Pond No.4, the
following information is offered:

1. The dates of discharge were April 27, 28 &30, 1981;
and May 13, 1981.

2. The quality of the discharges is shown on the en
closed Water Quality Sheet.

The quantity was not measured since decanting was
sporadic. However, estimates would not exceed one
half acre foot over the four day period.

3. The location of the discharge is shown on the en
closed map.

4. The receiving waters are Eccles Canyon, Pleasant
Valley Creek, and Scofield Reservoir.

5. The design of Pond No.4 was done by Golder As
sociates, and was constructed under the supervision
of one of their geologists. Support information
concerning the la-year, 24-hour storm storage
capabilities of this pond can be found in a "Sur
face Facilities Grading Plan" prepared by Golder
Associates in June, 1980, and also in Volume III,
Section 784.12 of Valley Camp's underground Mining
Permit Application, as submitted in February, 1981.

6. Considering both the quality and the quantity of
the water discharged from the pond, it is my opinion
that the receiving waters encountered no enviro
mental impact.

7. At the time of the discharge, it was my op1n10n that
since Pond No. 4 was not one of the facilities ap
proved for discharge as authorized by UT-D02298S,
and since it was constructed as a result of pro
visions of the Federal Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act, I should direct all of my corres
pondence to the Division of Oil, Gas &Mining, since
that agency had received authority to regulate and
control activities associated with federal coal
mining. In conversations with the Division, per
mission was given to discharge enough water to re
create the required storage capacity which would
be needed in the event a la-year, 24-hour storm
did occur. As evidenced by correspondence from the
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Division after the discharge occurred, they ap
parently assumed the EPA had been notified and
permission to discharge had been obtained. From
an operators viewpoint, it was simply one of those
situations where we did not really know what govern
mental agency actually had control. Thus, the delay
in reporting the discharge until June 15, 1981.

8. An area map, as required in Part III A.l.(2), is
enclosed. The current discharge point at the Belina
Mines is the same one as originally approved. The
opened triangle indicates the point source as re
quested for approval in my June 15, 1981, letter.

If additional information is required for compliance
with the subject order, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

T. G. Whiteside
Senior Mining Engineer

Copy to: James W. Smith, Jr., DOGM, w/o enclosures ~

Enclosures




