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Mr. Allen Klein, Director
Western Technical Center
Office of Surface Mining
1020 - 15th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Dear Mr. Klein:

December 21, 1982
JIM

JAN 241983

I am writing to request an up-date and obtain additional information on the
complianc.A of Valley Camp of Utah, Inc. with the terms of the Mar. 25. 1982 letter
from the Western Technical Center to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

That letter gave approval for a "minor modification for ... maintaining production
at the existing mine. II At that time Valley Camp had not obtained a permanent program
permit and had not submitted a complete permit appl ication. In addition, the Center
granted the "minor modification" so the company could mine federal coal. which was
not under any permit, and set an expiration date of Dec. 31. 1982.

My questions are these:

1. When did Valley Camp submit a response to the ACR and was it complete?

2. Has OSM prepared a Technical Analysis, Environmental Analysis and Decision
Package?

3. Has Valley Camp requested any additional "minor modifications" since Mar.
25. 1982? If so. please provide a copy of that request and your response.

4. What definition and legal authority does OSM use for granting "minor
modifications" to mines which do not have permits under the permanent program? Have
State or OSK inspections found any violation at the Belina mines since Mar. 25. 1982?
If so. please send me copies of the inspection reports.

Thank you for your courtesy and attention to this matter. and I would appreciate
a response by December 30, 1982. If you are unable to provide the documents by that
date. I would appreciate a telephone call.

Sincerely yours,

/l Ii ,nA'
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Carolyn~R. Jonnson
Senior Public Lands Specialist
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