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tbvember 4, 1982

Inspection Memo
to Coal File

RE: Valley Camp of Utah
~Lj..Eta:::ttt:---ap·d 12 Mine~
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DATE:
TIME:
WEATIiER:
<XJNPANY OFFICIAL:
STATE OFFICIAL:
ENFORCEMENT ACTION:

October 20, 1982
1:00 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.
Clear, warm and breezy
Trevor Whiteside
David wf and John Whi tehead
!'hne

Compliance with Permanent Performance Standards

771 et a1 Permits

According to a letter dated December 24, 1981, to Shirley Lindsay of OSM,
the ten stipulations outlined in the Division's approval for the Belina H2
Mine have been addre~sed by Valley Camp. Tom Tetting, lead reviewer for the
Divi~ion on the Valley Camp application, noted that the adequacy and
completeness of the responses would be dealt with in the ACR, DOC process for
the Valley Camp application.

Pa~t complete inspection memos document the following approvals:

1. An August 20, 1976 letter from the Division granting approval under
section 40-8-13 UCA 1953.

2. A June 18, 1982 letter from the Utah Department of Health granting
approval for con~truction to upgrade the minewater discharge treatment
pond.

t1r. Whiteside expressed considerable irritation with the inspector~

request to review the various permits and paperwork involved in doing a
complete in~pection. His contention was that these records were on file with
the Division and inspectors should not be wasting his time by asking to see
them in his office. UMC 842.13 speci.fically grants authorized repre~entatives

of the Division access to records required under the Act at reasonable times
and without delay. If quarterly complete inspections are not within the
definition of "reasonable times" according to l-1r. Whiteside, he may want to
request that the issue be addressed by the Division or Board for a formal
ruling.
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817.11 Signs and Markers

Signs at the mine entrances and access points were visible and contained
all of the pertinent information required. No perimeter markers were observed
during the inspection. This in all likelihood is due to the small size of the
markers which has been discussed in previous memos.

817.41 - .52 ~drologic Balance

Mrrne water discharge from the Belina #1 mine was being routed to the
sediment pond. The mine water treatment pond was in the process of being
upgraded; no construction was being undertaken at the time of the inspection.

The undisturbed diversion ditch above the electric substation at the
Beljna Mine may need some maintenance. Small gullies were in evidence which
indicated a portion of the uDdisturbed drainage was draining back onto the
mine site near the area of the electrical substation.

Some erosion had occurred at the discharge point from the Belina mine
water treatment pond. When the pond is operational again, this area should be
reviewed regularly to assess if the erosion is in fact getting worse.

The drop inlet just off the northeast corner of the bathhouse at the
Belina Mine did not have a trash rack. Sane trash and rocks were beginning to
fill the inlet. The operator was advised of the situation in order that
appropriate maintenance may prevent a blockage here.

The uppermost undisturbed diversion ditch at the Belina minesite which
runs along the road to the water tanks on the northwest edge of the disturbed
area was showing some erosion at the point where it leaves the roadside. The
operator agreed to address the situation with some rip-rapping •

The Belina sediment pond was discharging through the prlinary discharge
structure. Three water samples were taken; one at the discharge point from
the sediment pond, one at the discharge point for the Whiskey Creek bypass
culvert and the third, downstream from the confluence of the sediment pond and
the Whiskey Creek bypass culvert.

The berm east of the railroad tracks near the porta] areas for the Utah #2
minesite was in need of some maintenance. Tension cracks were visible in
numerous places along the berm. In at least two areas, the drainage from the
pad could possibly be spilling over the berm and leaving the site untreated.
The operator was advised of the situation and requested to address maintenance
of the berm within one week of October 26, 1982.
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A road originating just north of the shop building of the Utah 12 portals
appeared to be ~acting the undisturbed drainage which enters the bypass
culvert just west of the shop building. The road appeared to be either newly
constructed or recently upgraded. In a phone conver~ation with Trevor
Whiteside on October 26, 1982, Mr. Whiteside indicated that the road was put
in a~ a result of the construction activity along the railroad right~f~ay

this past summer. Apparently, the construction blocked Valley Camp's access
to their shop building and thus the road was needed. Mr. Whiteside indicated
that the railroad was responsible for construction of the road.

817.52 Surface and Groundwater Monitoring

Surface and groundwater data were examined in the course of the
inspection. Data through August 11, 1982 was reviewed. Numerous high total
suspended sediments readings were observed, however, these were noted as
"storm runoff" in the water data.

817.89 Disposal of Non-eoal Waste

The benn along the southeast side of the storage pad located northeast of
the water treatment building at the Belina site was in need of some
maintenance as some materials had been pushed off the pad and onto the
downslope. These materials included a transfonner, two wire spools and what
appeared to be some coal waste material. The operator was requested to place
the materials back on the storage pad and repair the benne The deadline for
thi~ action was agreed upon as November 19, 1982.

817.100 Contemporaneous Reclamation

The revegetated slope southeast of the bath house/shop complex at Belina
was being impacted by coal contaminated material which had apparently spilled
over the benne This area appears to be a continuing problem as material from
the #1 mine is spilled over the benn and onto the downslope affecting to some
degree, the success of the revegetation in the future.

An area just south and slightly east of the coal stacking tube at Belina
which had been revegetated was being impacted by the coal ~tockpile. lhe
stockpile extended approximately 1/3 of the way up the slope.
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817.121 - .126 Subsidence Control

The U.S. Forest Service aerial photography fly-over for ~ubsidence

ob~ervation was not performed in 1982 according to Mr. Whiteside. Apparently
schedules for the flight conflicted with poor weather conditions.
Additionally, Mr. Whiteside indicated that on the east slope of the South Fork
of Eccles Creek at the western edge of Valley Camp property in an area where
secondary mining has occurred, some subsidence may be anticipated. A field
survey of this area has been undertaken, however no resu1t~ are available at
this time.

In a conversation with Trevor Whiteside on November 15, 1982, Mr.
Whiteside indicated that substantial snow accumulations are preventing
compliance actions from being undertaken on the non-eoa1 waRte storage pad at
the Belina minesite and the berm east of the railroad tracks at the Utah 12
minesite. . /z . - I
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JOHN WHITEHEAD
FIELD SPECIALIST
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cc: Tom Ehmett, OSM
Trevor Whiteside, Valley Camp of Utah
Inspection Staff

Statistics:

Vehicle: EX #5421 -- 600 miles
Per diem: 'IWo person~ X two days, 13 hrs. = $211. 12
Grant: A & E




