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Mr. Jim Shirazi, Director DIV. OIL, GAS, MINING
Utah Division of 0il, Gas and Mining 3
4241 State Office Building o8

Salt Lake City, UT 84114 0CcT | 21903

ATTN: Jim Smith

Subject: The Reclamation Plan and Proposed Post-Mining Land Use for the
Belina Mine Complex

Dear Jim:

The Division on September 29, 1983, reviewed a document provided by Valley
Camp Coal Company concerning their reclamation plan and proposed post-mining
land uses for the Belina Mining Complex.

The plan is adequate as it relates to the wildlife resource. It seems, from
review of the plan, that the riparian habitat has been lost in the area of the
portals for the Belina #1 and #2 Mines, and will at the time of reclamation
represent even more habitat than in its pre-mining condition. Additionally,
the company's plans to retain the sediment pond in that same area as a per-
manent feature of the landscape is considered to be a valuable enhancement
feature to the local wildlife habitat. The company should be commended for
their innovative and progressive ideas.

It appears that the haul and access road to the Belina #1 and #2 Mines is
slated to remain as a component of the landscape in the post—mining period.
From a position of the wildlife resource, it would be best if this road and
the culvert associated with it in Eccles Creek were removed upon abandonment
of the facilities. However, if the landowners elect to retain the road, then
obviously the culvert must be retained.

Jim, thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comment on Valley
Camp's project. At this time, we have no further comments or concerns.
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