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Mr. Jim Smith
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1j.241 State Office Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Dear Mr. Smit!l:

DIVISION OF
O\'l, GAS &MINING

Enclosed for your information is a letter this office re<:eived regarding the
post-mining land use plans for the Valley Camp of Utah' Belina Mine Complex. The
comments provided l>y the landowner, Mr. ~ilton A. Oman, willl>e . incorporated
into the forthcoming Decision Document. . .

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Bransom or Walt:er Swain at (303)
837-3806.' .

Sincerely,

~/b-J~
~t~~nMang~

Utah Task Force Leader
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MILTON A. OMAN

.8.0UTH "''''N STREET Suite 900
SALT LAKE CITY. UTA'" S4111

DecE!llber 21, 1983

Mr. T. G. ~teside
O1ief Engineer
Valley Canp of Utah, Inc.
Scofield Route
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Belina Mine
POST MINING RECI..AMA.TION

Dear Mr. Whiteside:

I have your letter of October 4. 1983. which transmitted to me a copy
of Valley Camp of Utah. Inc. I s "Reclamation Plan: Post - Mining Lands Use P1:Il1."
Consideration has been given to the matters therein presented in a mst canplt't ('
and expert way. My carrnents regarding this matter are set out below:

1. IN GENERAL. My ownership of lands which are directly involved in
the mining operations concen1(~d are in the northeast one-quarter of Section 13,
in Township 13 South Range 6 East. Slli: and in Sections 17, 18 and 19 in Township
13 South Range 7 East. Mining operations extend westerly thr~h my lands and
into and under lands owned by the United States of America and administered by
the United States Forest Service - Manti-laSal National Forest. Grazing. .
recreational, and wildlife use of my lands have an effect upon the adjacent
National Forest lands and the same uses of such lands have an effect upon my
patented lands, described above and on my additional and adjacent patented lands.
My experience in the livestock grazing and wildlife management and hmting u\xm
the lands above described, which are particu] <1rly involved in the mining opf:r.1tion
of Valley Camp and upcm lands for several miles in every direction therefrCiIl has
been for nnre than fifty years, although my aWlwrship of the lands directly
involved here has not been for that entire period of time.

2. 1l1E ROAD. Valley G:1TTJP has cC1T1~;tnlet"('d a road fran the bottan of
Eccles Canyon in Section 18 southward on a ~;ll'('Jl i-"racJc VJhich appears to he :ll1

approximately tL'!1 percent grade to the portals 'of the Belina c~lex. At thl'
upper terminus of this road and adjacent to the said portals. wide terraces and
coal loading and hauling facilities have been constructed. No road has ever
existed through or upon the said three secticms of land prior to the time Valley
Camp constructed the said road and related facilities. A dirt road, unimproved,



,. ,".,.

.cside

•
2

•
. Decerrt>er 21, J QS3

has c.xisted for many yean;, located on tl1(' north side' of Eccles Canyon, which
fl(J'W~; frem the W(.. ~;t to tIlt' ('a~t and which 1J.:1~; Jl~; confluence with MJd or j'k.I:;.1I1t
Valley Creek in Sect ion] 7, Township 13 Soul h RiITV',e 7 East. 'lbis dirt rllat! I:,

cormected with a s:imilar type road at till' we~;l boundary of my propertil'~ ill

Range 6 East and which] e<"HJs fran the point we~;terly in several directions
through the above-mentioned national forl'~;t. 'The said road in the bottan of
Eccles Canyon has now been vastly improved and surfaced by Valley Canp and by
Coastal Energy Carrpany. The said road nCM constitutes a very substantial barrier
to the free and unobstructed movement of deer, elk, and domestic livestock -
sheep and cattle. Substantial m.rnbers of these animals have grazed these 1w;h,
highly productive forage lands since this state was settled, or since apprClxilTlatcly
the year 1880.

The road extending southward fran the hottan of the Eccles Canyon rO;ld up
to the Bel ina Mine canplex constitutes a canplete barrier to the IOOVernent of
danestic livestock fran one side of that road to the other because of the aJm)st
perpendicular grade on the upper or west side of this road. My ownership (>I lands
is on tx.>th sides of this road. It constitutes less of a barrier to the gaTll('
aninuis which f7aze the area on both sides of the road during the S\.J'ITller Sl'ason,
or frem approximate) y April 15 to the time it snows in this high country -
9, 000 feet elevat i on at the Belina Mine portal - becanes so deep that the .:lnillll.lls
are unDble to travel or find forage sufficient to sustain themselves during the
winter m:mths. This Belina Mine road is less of a canplete barrier to thl'
IIDvement of the deer and elk herds during the p.;razing season than it is to t hl'
d~>stic livestock.

(XM1ENTS ~') TO U'-.AVINC TIlE EXISTINt; RUAD AND eITHER FACILITIES INIACI' \WON
TIlE CCl1PIErION OR TERMINATlOO OF MINING OPElijI"TlONS.

1. The existing road has been, during the current year. improved by
widening the surface of it at one important curve and the same has been hard
surfaced for its entire length. IUring the Si:nlle period of time the road h<1~)

be<.."Il further improved by the construction of a hard surface or gutter or other
suitable drains to catch and carry nmoff Welters to metal culverts ltJhich have
h<'('J1 plac('d under tllt' road ~iurface and w1licll ~;pill till' water to the 10Wl'l" :;Id,'
of till' road. IX>ep snows fall in this arl'a - nore than twenty feet in an avcr;li',t'
winter. 111e waters rrust be diverted thnJUI',h these culverts at canparativ<:1 y
clos!.' intervals so that the volune of water directed through thBIl will not C,'IllSC

ext<..'nsi Vl' erosion and so that the lower or east side of the road will not bcl'( ~1l('

so saturated as to cause rrudslides uTXm thi s very steep side hill. These ~~ 1 ides
\\QuId rip out all vegetative cover includini', Lrce's. Continuous study will 11('('U
to be given this very important factor so ;l~; I () be in a position to k:now m In'

fully than is now knOlNl:1 what erosion will n:sul t fr<:ITl the handling of the waters
which will accUlUlnte along and above the rO<1d '.U1d be anptied through the ~;;lid

culverts onto the soils adjacent on the lower side of the ~oad.
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It is difficult, if noL :i.nllx )ssHlll', to llklke a dptennination as to
whether the road now in existence should raTl.1in intact at the tennination III

canpletion of minin~ OptTilliems, which nny not occur for twenty or toon' )'l':lr:,_

Uses which may exist :11- tll:lt' time for 0)(' l1~;t' of Ih(> range and for the U:;(' ,>t
the SUITOIIDding for('~;L and nUl/',e ]alld~; m:1Y he, imel llil<!oubtedlywill be, nnl l 'ri:111y
altered fran the presL."flt uses ffi'lde of the lands to which the road provides ,wet':;s.

With the reservation that the right to change or amend the decision hL'rein
fran time to time as changed conditi(m~; nlay require, I approve the proposal l,f
the Valley Camp of UtAh, Inc,. that the' TC).ld involved he left intact.

One cannot fll!',·::('t' \,~"il c()ndil iU11 (iii:; lll;td will be in after five, 11'11,

fifll't'n or t:vJL'flty years. A <.1etennination a~; to whether the road shJuld bt' It'ft
intact upon the t('nninatiun of mining operations will depend to sane considl'rahle
extent upon the condition of the road as it exists at the time said operation
tenninates.

To some extent also, a determination as to whether the road is to be left
intact will depend upon what other buildings and other structures at or ne.:n- the
portal of the Belina ccrnplex are to be left, in my OVJnership, and on what
conditions the same might be left for use and (Jwnership by myself or by my Ill' j rs"
executors, or assit-ps. "'lho are to have the san1<.' right.s as to all of the pn)1 H ,y-t i ('~;

involved herein as I have.

I do approVt' the' pLJ!j of Val1L'y CUll!'. 111('., to r('vegetate the surfil(,~' ld
the arL'.<lS adjacent to the road and adjacent to and arotmd the facility near the
portal of the mines. Where Aspen trees have a rmsonable chance to surviw' iris
urged that they, in preference to evergreens, he planted. Browse and grassl'~;

nust he of a perennial type and suited to the slopes involved and of specie~: knov.'ll
to reproduce in the mlst satisfactory m:mner. :Ind which will provide the r,im~' ;)nd
clrnl<.'stic animals with TTlnxiITllJm forage of high <ju:l1ity.

MLenti<nl j:; cdll'd to the fact tll:lt Illt'millini'. oper,ltions appear iI:, "I Illi.';
d<lt(· to have developed tmderground wcltf'rs, \,o,,11il'h ;Irc bL'ing punped fran the 11111)('

do......n into the canyon which extends to the (\l~;! ,1ml northeast of the mine P' lrt;11 s,
and across vJhich canyon dams have been. Cl)ll~;tr\Jctt"d hy Vidley Camp to deposit fhl'
sedim.'m s which cane fran the mine and whj ch are washed into the ponds bui It Ill!"

the purpose of causing the sediments to sl,ttl c so that the stream which fl( lh':;

clovJn this small pristine e<mym into the EceJ t": Canyon Creek will not be
pollutt·d. It is urged that upon the tCll1ijl\;I! ii!ll n! lllininr, operations 311 ",:,11 i'l:;
dcve]0f!c.·d in the' mine be ~;iph()ned Oil I of Ill(' lIiiJIL' and into the canyon when' rill'
said ponds are now ccmstructt'c! and th.:'Jt t.he ::.lid waters shall be owned by llIv:;I'lf
or by my successors who becane the owners of the surface of the lands now owned
by Ire.
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Except for the one nud slide which has OCC.LiITed on the lCTWer ::;idc (d ! Ill'

road involved here at a point ncar its jluKlin!1 with the Eccles Canycm r():ld. 1
Il.'IVe no canplaint wi th Uw I,..ork Valley C'.lI1~) Iws ucme in the constnlctinll \,j I Ill'
road and of the ot!wr fdcilities. I consider chern to have been very wdl d(1l1l'

wi th careful attenticm Iwv ir1f, been given all of the factors - soils, fOrdi',\' I ypes,
and of present anu ccmtinuing recreation, wildlife and darestic livestock )',razing.

Vcry truly ymrrs,

~-1j 1t on A.. Qnan

MAO/akci

cc: /\]]en D. Klein




