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Femor andur
Tos Utah Senjor Project Manager, (8M, Nenver

Fttention: M%, Sarah Bransom

Froms hief, Zxranch of Minine law anvl Solid Einerals

Sobiect: Valley Camp of Utah f Inc., Belina Coswplex,
Mning and Reciamation Plan (MRP)

Volupe VI, the Technicel Teficlency Weview of the mabject MRP transmitted with
your letter of Saptesber 29, 1983, has heen reviewed for completeness and
technical adequacy. % have Jetermined that this information is comatibie
with the underground minfng part of the FRP and 42 CFR 34#£2,.1{(c) rules and

regulations,

Propoged coal recovery procedures have not changed, %e do have concerns with
future recovery of the coal resources. Wamarous small hesdwater streams
scross the mine property have been classified a8 perennial., 'There 18 a
natursl gas line ruwming north and south over the property and four comnecting
gas lines rumning in an east-west direction., The MRP indicates thet coal
villars will not be mined under the gas lines or the peremnial streams in an
ares computed bw using a 35 degree angle of drew. ‘This coupled with the
rotential angle of Sraw mroblem along the boundaries represents mbstmtialjz !

areas across the mine property that can only he first mined,

The Bl is the afministrator of the Federal leames included in the smuhject WRP
and is responsible to see that the maximom amount of the minable coal is
safely and economically wined usimg current technolegy and availahle ecuip~

rent,

It i2 not good practice or nractical to state at thig time bow murh coal must
he left in the unfeveloped sreas of the mine, 2z mine develorment progressas,
each wroblem including the ahove angle of drsw preblems should he Indiviually
reviowed by management and PRI and oossibly other interested parties to
determine the best aporosch for wining safely the maxism amoont of ocowl and
give adecuate rrotection to the Iinvelvesd parts of the gas lirnes an? meremnial
streams. Paremia)l stresss will not be significently affected Ly full retreat

mining under proper conditionn,
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Argle of Araw data available an? being developed for this coal field indicates
that the angle of draw selacted for the MRP (35%) could he sionificantly
different from the actual angle of draw which results from mining, We expect
the actual eangle to be considerably leass than 35° resulting in suhstantial
raserves remaining wrmined in the ground,

P

Approval of an underground mining plan should allew flexibility in the nlan to
rroperly adjust to the problems that will be encointered ag the mine develors,
Rules and reculations 43 CFR 3481.1 and 43 CFR 3484,1 outline the general
oblioations of the operator/lessee and the rerformance standards recuired for
underground wining,
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