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ed States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement

BROOKS TOWERS
1020 1STH STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

RECEIVED

JUl 1 2 j'?j

DIVISION OF OIL
GAS & MINING

Mr. Walter Wright
Valley Camp of Utah, Inc.
Scofield Route
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear Mr. Wright:

JUL 1

This letter and the enclosed revised permit are in response to the June 26, 1984,
meeting held at the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) Western Technical Center with
representatives of Valley Camp of Utah, Inc. and OSM. At that meeting, Mr.
Trevor Whiteside requested clarification of various dates referenced in the Belina
Mines Complex Decision Document. The terminology is defined as follows:

a. Appeal date: the public notice was published on June 13, 1984; therefore,
under UMC 787.11 Administrative Review, any action to appeal the permit
must be taken on or before July 13, 1984. Upon receipt of this letter and
revised permit, Valley Camp has 30 days to sign the permit and post the
required performance bond. The signing of the permit in no way jeopardizes
or affects your right of appeal.

b. Effective date of permit: that date on which the permit is signed by the
applicant. The "time clock" for the permit conditions and permit term begins
from this date.

c. Date of permit issuance: the permit becomes valid on the day that OSM
receives the signed permit and performance bond from the applicant.

d. Date of original notification: that date by which the public notice was
published pursuant to 40 CFR Sections 1501.4(c) and 1506.6.

Mr. Whiteside also requested clarification on what action the Utah Division of Oil,
Gas, and Mining (DOGM) would take on this permit. Upon receipt of the signed
permit by OSM, a copy will be forwarded to DOGM. The Division is forwarding a
letter to Valley Camp clarifying that administrative delay for non-Federal lands is
not jeopardized by the initial Federal decision.

Mr. Whiteside also requested documentation regarding the reclassification of
streams within the permit area as intermittent. Three pieces of correspondence
are enclosed providing the basis for this decision.

The enclosed revised permit (UT-0013) provides clarification on conditions that
were discussed at the June 26, 1984, meeting. Specifically, Condition 1 has been
eliminated because it is duplicative of Section 13 requirements as stated in the
permit. Condition 3 has been clarified to allow for full development of Federal
leases U-017354 and U-044076 upon receipt and approval of additional
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\ geohydrologic data by the regulatory authority. Further discussion between the
\ OSM and DOGM hydrologists regarding surface and groundwater monitoring has

resulted in the revision of Conditions 2 and 4.

The permit has been provided in duplicate, so you can retain one copy with original
signatures and return one copy with original signatures to us as an expressed
acknowledgement that you have read and understood it.

If you have any questions, please call Sarah Bransom or Steve Manger at (303)
844-3806.

Sincerely,

~~Z.J)~
~ Allen D. Klei!l
~dministrator

Western Technical Center

Enclosure

cc: Dr. Dianne Nielson, DOGM
Susan Linner /
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

This permit, UT-0013 which incorporates Utah Permit ACT/007/00l, is issued for
United States of America by the Office of Surface Mining (OSH) to

Valley Camp of Utah, Inc.
Scofield Route

Helper, Utah 84526

for the Belina Mines Complex. Valley Camp of Utah, Inc. is the lessee of
Federal Coal Lease U-044076, U-017354 and U-020305. The permit is not valid
until a performance bond is filed with the OSM in the amount of $1,521,000.00,
payable to the United States of America and the State of Utah, and the OSM has
received a copy of this permit signed and dated by the permittee.

Sec. 1

Sec. 2

•

STATUTES AND REGULATIONS - This permit is issued pursuant to the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. 1201 et
seq., hereafter referred to as SMCRA; the Federal coal leases issued
pursuant to the Mineral Leasing Act of February 15, 1920, as amended,
30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.; the Federal Coal Leasing Amendments Act of
1976, as amended 30 U.S.C. 201 et seq.; and in the case of acquired
lands, the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands of
September 7, 1947, as amended, 30 U.S.C. 351 et seq. This permit is
also subject to all regulations of the Secretary of the Interior
including, but not limit~d to, 30 CFR Chapter VII and 43 CPR 3400,
and to all regulations of the Secretary of Energy promulgated
pursuant to Section 302 of the Department of Energy Organization Act
of 1977, 42 U.S.C. 7152, which are now in force or, except as
expressly limited herein, hereafter in force; and all such
regulations are made a part hereof.

The permittee is authorized to conduct surface coal mining and
reclamation operations on the following described Federal lands (as
shown on Figures 2 and 3 in Map section) within the permit area at
the Belina Mines Complex situated in the State of Utah, Carbon and
Emery Counties, and located:

(Please note, th~ attached legal description of the SMCRA permit and
the mining plan area were derived from PAP Map A-I, Land Map Coal
Ownership dated December 16, 1980)

SKCRA Permit Area:

T. 13 S., R. 6 E., portions of sec. 24, portions of sec. 25, portions
of sec. 35, and portions of sec. 36;



•

Sec. 3

Sec. 4

Sec. 5
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SMCRA Permit Area:

T. 13 S., R. 6 E., portions of sec. 24, portions of sec. 25, portions
of sec. 35, and portions of sec. 36;

T. 13 S., R. 7 E., portions of sec. 8, portions of sec. 9, portions
of sec 16, portions of sec. 17, portions of sec. 18, portions of sec.
19, portions of sec. 20, portions of sec. 21, portions of sec. 30 and
portions of sec. 31;

Hinin~ Plan Approval Area:

T. 13 S., R. 6 E., portions of sec. 24, portions of sec. 25, portio~

of sec. 35 and portions of sec. 36;

and to conduct surface and reclamation operations connected with
mining on the foregoing described property subject to the conditions
of the lease(s), the approved mining plan; the complete permit
application unless otherwise modified in accordance with UMC 788; and
Utah State permit ACT/007/00l, issued concurrently with OSH,
including all conditions, and all other applicable conditions, laws
and regulations.

This permit is issued for a term of five (5) years effective on the
date the signed permit is received by the regulatory authority,
except that this permit will terminate if the permittee has not begun
the surface coal mining and reclamation operations covered herein
within three (3) yea~s of the effective date.

The permit rights may not be transferred, assigned, or sold without
the approval of the Director, OSM. Request for transfer, assignment,
or sale of permit rights must be done in accordance with UMC 788.18

The permittee shall allow the authorized representatives of the
Secretary, including, but not limited to, inspectors, fee compliance
officers, and the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining without
advance notice or a search warrant, upon presentation of appropriate
credentials, and without delay to:

a. Have the rights of entry provided for in UMC 840.12 and
842.13; and

b. Be accompanied by private persons for the purpose of
conducting an inspection 1n accordance with UMC 842.12,
when the inspection is in response to an alleged
violation reported by the private person•
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Sec. 6 The permittee shall conduct surface coal 1IL1niug and reclamation
operations only on those lands spedfically designated as within the
pemit area on the maps submitted in the mining plan and permit
application and approved for the term of the permit and which are
subject to the performance bond.

Sec. 7 The per1lL1ttee shall min1mize any adverse impact to the enviroDDlent or
public. health and safetY resulting frma noncompliance with any term
or condition of this permit, including, but not l1.mited to:

a. Aceelerated monitoring to determine the nature and extent of
noncompliance and the results of the nonc01Ipliancej

b. Imaediate iJlplementation of measures necessary to c01lplYj and

c. WarDing, as soon aa possible after learning of such
noncompliance, any person whose health and safety is in
iJIIIdnent danger due to the nonc01llpliance.

..'

See.. 8

Sec. 9

The permittee shall dispose of solids, sludge, filter backwash, or
pollutants removed in the course'of treatment or control of waters
or .-issious to the air in the manner required by the approved Utah
State Program and the Federal Lands Program which prevents violation
of.any applicable State or Federal law.

The lessee shall conduct its operations:

a. In accordance with the terms of the per1lL1t to prevent
significant, 1.ma1nent environmental harm to the health and
safety of the public; and

b. Utilizing ..thods specified as conditions of the permit by
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Killing and OSH in approving
alternative methods of cOlllpliance with the performance
standards of the Act, the approved Utah State Program, and the
Federal lands Program..

•

See. 10 The permittee shall provide the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of persons responsible for operations under the permit to
whom notices and orders are to be delivered.

Sec. 11 The permittee shall cOlllply with the provisions of the Water
PolluU.on Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.) and the Clean Air Act
(42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.).

See. 11 Upon e%Piration, this permit may be renewed for areas within the
boundaries of the existing permit in accordance with the Act, the
approved Utah State Program and the Federal lands Program•

•
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Sec. 13 U during the course of 1I1.ning· operations previously unidentified
cultural resources. are- discovered, the applicant shUl ensure that
the site(s) is not disturbed and shUl notify OSH. The operator

-shall ensure that theresouree( s) is properly evaluated in terms. of
National Register Eligibility Criteria (36 cn 60.6). Should a
resouree be found eligible for listing in consultation with the OSH,
the land managing agency (if the site is located on Federal lands),
and the State B1storic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the operator
shall confer with and obtain the approval of these agencies
concerning the development and 11Ilplementation of 1I1.tigation measures.

Sec. 14 APPEALS-The lessee shall have the right to appeal: Ca) under 30 en
77S fro. actions or decisions of any official of OSH; (b) under 43
era 3000.4 fro. an action or decision of any official of the Bureau
of Land Management; (c) under 30 en 290 from an action, order, or
decision of any official of the Kinerals Management Service; or Cd)
UDder applicable regulations fra. any action or decision of any
other official of the Depart1llent of the Interior arising in
connection with this perDdt.

Sec. 15 SPECIAL CONDITIONS-In addition to the general obligations and
conditions of performance set out in the leases, Utah State perDdt
ACr/007/00l and this perm1t, the perDdttee shUl comply with the
special conditions of Utah State perDdt Acr/o07/00l and the
conditions appended he~eto as Attacbaent A.

These conditions are also imposed upon the permittee's agents and
employees. The failure or- refusal of any of these persons to comply
with these conditions shall be deemed a failure of the perDdttee to
comply with the terms of this permit and the lease. The permittee
shall require his agents, contractors, and subcontractors involved
in activities concerning this permit to include these conditions in
the contracts between and among them. These conditions may be
revised or amended, in writing, by the mutual consent of the grantor
and the permittee at any time to adjust to changed conditions or to

. correct an oversight. The grantor may amend these conditions at any
time without the consent of the permittee in order to make them
consistent with any new Federal or State statutes and any new
regulations•

•
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mE UH:r:tED STATES OF AMERICA

I certify that I have read and understand the requirements of this perm1.t and
auy special conditions attached.

Authorized Representative of
the Permittee

Date

.. '
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Conditions

Condition No.1

Surface Water Monitoring: Valley Camp must rense and submit to the
regulatory authority for approval its surface water monitoring schedule within
s!zty (60) days of the effective date of this permit. Surface water
monitoring shall be perforlled at stations VC-l, VC-2. VC-4, VC-S .. VC-IO,.
VC-ll. and VC-12. Streams will be aonitoredaonthly during the period fr01ll
April through July and late September or early October. The monthly
lIOnitOring of stre... shall include measurements of stream flow and water
quality parameters according to the abbreviat~ water quality parameter list
(i.e. sodiua, calcium, ..guesium, potassiua, .ulfate~ bicarbonate, carbonate.
chloride, total dissolved solids, total suspended solids, pH, field-specific
electrical conductance, and field temperature.) Measurements of turbidity may
be substituted for the- 1Uasurement of total suspended solids following the
development of an adequate site-specific relationship between the two
parameters. Twice a year, the full suite of water quality parameters
(according to the UDOGH guidelines) will be analyzed. The samples can
correspond to one of the monthly high flows- (Mayor June) and the low flow
(September or October). A corresponding flow 1Ieasureaent will be. taken at the
same time that any water quality ...ples are collected~

Ground Water (Springs): Each spring that is included in the monitoring
network. will be monitored during the same period as surface water. These
springs are S24-12, S25-l3, S36-l7, 836-23. 836-19. S3l-13, and S7-l1. During
the monthly monitoring period, measurements of flow, pH, specific electrical
conductance (EC), and temperature shall be made. Also a water sample shall be
analyzed according to the abbreviated schedule mentioned previously, excluding
total suspended solids. Twice a year (spring and fall) a flow measurement
shall be made and a water quality sample taken. The s..ple shall be analyzed
according to the complete suite of parameters listed in the UDOGM guidelines.
Data shall be submitted quarterly to UDOGM and an annual analysis and summary
of the data shall be provided. Spring depletion curves shall be developed for
each monitoring point to establish baseline conditions~ This may require
determining the flow rate- lIore frequently during the first year (possibly
weekly) •

•
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Data Reports

The data collected shall be sent to tmOGM on a quarterly basis and shall
include- data collected froa this permit condition and Condition No.3. The
annual report shall contain a SUIIIIULry of the quarterly data and analytical
interpretations. The first annual report shall contain the baseline
conditions and the spring depletion curves. Recommendations for changes in
the aonitoring plan shall be. presented for approval by UDOGM. These changes
1IlWJt be supported by data analysis and sound hydrologic reasoning.

Condition No.2

Valley Camp shall restrict aining in' SectiOli 36; Sl/2, Federal lease U-017354
and Section 35; El/2 SEl/4, SEl/4 NEl/4, Federal lease U-044076, to the
development of the South Main Entries only. The. applicant shall submit to the
regulatory authority all information confirming the pressence and nature of
the- geologie structures (faults, dikes, fractures, channel sandstones, etc.)
and ground water encountered in this section of the aine as a result of
developllent of the South Main Entries. In addition, the applicant shall
establish an in-s1ne groundwater aonitoring program for this area as required
by condition number 3. The applicant may proceed to fully develop Section 36;
Sl/2, Federal lease U-017354 and Section 35; Il/2SEl/2, SEl/4NEl/4, Federal
lease U-044076, upon review and approval of the applicant's underground
observation data by the- regulatory authority.

Condition 3

Within sizty (60) days of the effective elate of this pemit, Valley Camp of
Utah, Inc. shall develop an in-.1ne ground water lIOnitoring progr8Dl. This
1I0111toring progrsa shall be subaitt8d for approval by the regulatory authority.

The results of the aonitorlng program (data analysis) shall be reported on an
annual basis and shall. include a map of all points and/or areas of defined
aeasurable flow [greater than one. (1) gpII] as well as an indication of the
geologic source of the flow (channel sandstone, fault, fracture, ~ineament

system, etc.). The map shall also show the location of in-.1ne sumps used to
collect water as well as updated information on the geologic structures
(faults, dikes, fractures, channel sandstones, etc.) encountered in the mine
aa a result of extended aining into Federal lease U-017354 and U-044076. The
report shall also contain a discussion of the quantity, quality. and source of
the water encountered. When new points or areas of aeasurable flow are first
encountered, flow data and field water quality parameters shall be measured
aontbly until the inflow stabllzes. After stabilization, sampling shall be
conducted on a quarterly basis. Field water quality parameters shall, at a
111n1DnDa. consist of: pH, temperature, and electrical conductance. A
relationship shall be developed between electrical conductance and total
dissolved solids from the quarterlyaonitoring •

•
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Quarterly, sapling for the abbreviated water quality parameters list shall b.
completed. The abbreviated water quality analytic.a.1. schedule shall. at a
ldnillUlll. consist of the laboratory measurements for: sodiUID, potassium,
cale1um, magnesium. iron (total). chloride, bicarbonate. sulfate, carbonate,
pH, and TnS as well as the field parameters. A cation/anion balance shall be
calculated on sufficient quarterly ump1es (approx1Dlately 10%) to assure
accuracy of the laboratory data.

Semi-annua!lY,'and at the approzimate sam. time each year, (corresponding to
two of the quarterly samples) a cc.prehensive wat.r quality analytical
schedule for the s..ples sha11 be completed. The full suite of parameters to
be analyzed shall include those recOlllllended in the UDOGK guidelines for
.stab1ishment of • surface and ground water monitoring pro~am. If the number
of .easuring points beCOlleS acessive, the applicant may request a
modification of the numb.r of sampling sites from the regulatory authority.

In addition to the 111-.111. 1IlOnitOring of ground water flow,. the applicant must
account for' all groundwater consumption (evaporation and other losses) and
transf.rs of wat.r 111 and out of the ain••

Condition No.4
I

Within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this perait, Valley Camp of
Utah, Inc., shall revise and subm.i.t to the regulatory authority for approval
the subsidence monitoring prograa to- include the intermittent streams in the
pera:1t area. The applicant shall c01lll1t to restore the original stream
channels of interaittent str.... within the permit area that ..y de disturbed
by underground. coal aining activities, including surface subsidence effects.

Condition Ro. 5

Within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this perait, Valley Camp of
Utah, Ine. shall provide to the regulatory authority for approval a plan to
redistribute substitute topsoil material at a uniform thickness over all
disturbed areas to be reclaimed, taking into consideration the total volumes
of substitute topsoil ..terials available at all substitute topsoil material
sources.

Condition No.6

Within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this perait, Valley Camp of
Utah, Inc. .hall provide a sound design to the regulatory authority for
approval for either field sit. trials or a revised greenhouse study. The
permittee shall also provide a commitment to conduct either of these tests and
to submit results of test selected to the regulatory authority to demonstrate
the feasibiity of using the proposed topsoil substitute material pursuant to
UHC 817.22 (e) •
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1£ Valley Camp of Utah. Inc. elects to conduct field site trials, the design
of the trials must include, at a 1I1nimua, the following: test sites at both
the Belina portal area: and the Utah No. 2 loadout area; the test of tYPes and.
rates of soil amendments; a test for optimum topsoil depth; tests for each
proposed seed mixture by appropriate aspect; and establish control plots for
each test..

If Valley Camp of Utah,. Inc:. elects to conduct greenhouse studies, the
existing design proposed in. the pendt application JlUSt be revised to include
at a .1n1.ua. teats for soil samples froa both Bel1na portal area and Utah No.
2 loadout area. tests for types and rates of soil amendments, tests for
optisuB topsoil depth. tests for each proposed seed miztures by appropriate
aspect; and establish control plots for each study. The design of the
greenhouse study shall simulate enviroaaental conditions in the greenhouse
(such as graving seaSOll, air temperature. soil temperature, soil moisture,
precipitation, light. available rooting depth. and aspect) to those at the
nne site.

The design of either the field site trials or the greenhouse study must
provide. a monitoring schedule. identify ..thods for 1IlOnitOring, analysis of
seedling establishment and plant .ortality~ and standards for determining
success of each test.

The applicant- must provide types and rates of application for amendments to be
added to the respread substitute topsoil based on the laboratory data fro.
either the greenhouse study or field site trials.

Condition Ro. 7

Within 180 days of the effective date of this permit, Valley Camp of Utah,
Iue. shall submit to the regulatory authority for approval an implementation
plan for monitoring wetland and riparian areas in the entire subsidence area.
The plan shall include: (1) a ..p locating all wetland and riparian areas;
(2) a description of the size and plant characteristics of each wetland; (3)
the source of water supporting each wetland; (4) details and coDllll1tment to
replace affected sources; and (5) a monitoring schedule.

Conditian No.8

Within tb1.rtY (30) days of the effective date of this permit, the permittee
shall implement the 1I1tigation measures identified in the USFWS letter dated
April 19, 1984, and 8ub1ll:1t proof of such compliance to the regulatory
authority•

•
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Cond!tion No. 9-

Within 180 days of the effective date of this perait, Valley Camp of Utah,
IDe. shall submit to the regulatory authority. for review and approval, a
detailed reclamation plan to restore the Bel1na haulroad in accordance with
UMC 817.156. This plan 1IU8t address, at a 1I1n.1Dum, removal and disposal from
fill slopes vegetative cover that would interfere with backfilling and grading
operations, slope- stability, backfilling and grading, topsoil handling,
disposal of concrete and asphalt. removal of culverts and reestablishment of
natural drainages, secl1llent-control _asures, and revegetation of the road
surfaceII and adjacent slopes.

....




