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MINE SITE EVALUATION REPORT NARRATIVE

Valley Camp of Utah
Scofield Route

Helper, UT 84526

BELINA AND UTAH #2

GENERAL COMMENTS

This inspection was conducted along with Steve Tanner and Trevor
Whiteside of Valley Camp of Utah, Inc., and Danny Ellis, OSM Head­
quarters.

Explanation of Blanks

No reclamation has been initiated at this site, therefore #25, N,O,P,S
or U cannot be evaluated at this time.

Permits, Approvals, Modifications, etc.

1. The Belina Road modification was approved by DOGM on 8/31/83.

2. Conditional approval for the truck scales/loadout access road was
given by DOGM on 8/18/83 with a stipulation requiring permanent
sediment control measures.

3. The mine water filter pond plans were approved on 8/30/82 by
DOGM.

4. Sediment pond #3 relocation was given conditional approval by
DOGM on 6/20/83.

5. Department of Health approval was given for the mine water filter
pond on 7/19/83.

6. BLM determined that the total mine plan submission was adequate
for the administration of the federal coal leases and in com­
pliance with 30 CFR rules. Approval of the mine plan was recom­
mended on 4/5/83.

7. NPDES permit UT-0022985 was issued on 10/7/82 and expires on
6/30/87. The points covered are as follows:

Points 001-003 - Utah #2 sediment ponds.
Point 004 - Belina sediment pond.
Point 005 - Mine water filter pond.

Several instances of non-compliance were noted for the Belina
sediment pond. These are discussed under Hydrologic Balance.

8. A reclamation bond of $190,000 is held by the State of Utah.

9. The following is Valley Camp I s history regarding the mine plan
review:
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02/09/81 Valley Camp (V.C.) submits mine plan
10/20/81 DOGM sends final ACR
06/09/82 V.C. submits response to 10/20/81 ACR
08/25/82 DOGM sends final comments on 06/09/82 package
11/09/82 V.C. submits response to DOGM comments
02/07/83 DOGM sends cownents on 11/09/82 submission
03/07/83 V.C. submits response to 02/07/83 comments
08/31/83 DOGM, along with OSM issued final technical deficiency

comments
09/16/83 V.C. responds to deficiency comments
10/14/83 V.C. sends additional information in relation to

deficiency comments
11/14/83 Additional deficiencies identified by UDOGM and OSM

V.C. responses to these deficiencies were being prepared during
this inspection.

10. Pond certifications, or as-built drawings stamped by a registered
professional engineer were available for inspection.

Signs and Markers

Identification signs were in place and a few perimeter markers were
noted. Valley Camp will be re-marking the disturbed area boundary
with orange strips, which were delivered the week of this inspection.

Hydrologic Balance

The mine water filter pond was not being used during this inspection
due to a leak which had developed. Mine water was being pumped into
the Belina sediment pond. A sample (#4) of the pond discharge was
obtained on 11/17/83 at 9:30 AM. The sample has been taken to a lab
for analysis of TSS and settleable solids.

This sediment pond has been the subject of two DOGM NOV's and one
Cessation Order. The second NOV, No. 83-1-1-1 was issued on 4/12/83
for failure to meet effluent limitations. CO 83-1-1-1 was issued on
7/26/83 for failure to abate NOV 83-1-1-1. This CO was terminated
efffective 8/18/83 after receipt of water quality analyses showing the
discharge to be in compliance.

It is DOGM I s opinion that the sediment pond is not designed, with
respect to detention time, for the amount of mine water being pumped
into the pond. It was hoped that the mine water filter pond would
eliminate this problem.

According to the NPDES reports, this pond discharge was out of
compliance on the following dates:
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DATE

OS/25/83
06/08/83
06/21/83
08/25/83

TSS/mg/l

106
77

128
85

Temporary sediment control measures are being employed at the Utah #2
loadout during construction of the access road and scales. Straw
bales have been staked on both sides of the access road to filter out
sediment before the water enters Mud Creek. All the sediment ponds
were checked and no discharges were noted. The only sediment control
problem noted at Utah #2 was along the buffer zone. During snow
removal, some waste had been pushed up onto the berm along the buffer
zone. There was no evidence that this material had entered Mud Creek
and the company had pulled this material off the berm by the time the
inspection was completed. No ten-day notice was issued on this area.

Topsoil

Some material removed as a result of the access road/scales construc­
tion at Utah #2 has been determined by DOGM to be suitable as topsoil
substitute material. Several piles were located on the upper area
near the railroad tracks and one pile was located just above the area
under construction. No attempt had been made to consolidate and pro­
tect this material, therefore, Ten-Day Notice 83-11-242-11 was issued
for failure to protect topsoil substitute material.

Haul Roads/Access Roads

The Belina access road has been paved since the last inspection. The
drainage system for the road appeared to be functioning adequately.
The slopes along the road have been hydroseeded but very little vege­
tation was observed.
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