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United states Department ofthe Interior In Reply Refer To:
C"" .." 3482

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT" : - - " (U-017354)
Moab District I '': '''1 _0. , .. (1 H~~065)
P.O. Box 970 . ~ ,,' ,;., ,)' " ..-

Moab, Utah 84532

~1emorandum

To: Mel Schilling, Office of Surface Mining

From: District Manager, Moab

Subject: Valley Camp of Utah Proposed Exploration

....

DEC 3 111984
~<-v~( I/lo/~

~roAf
~~\0~#

In accordance with current BLM policy, we are forwarding to your office for
approval a proposal from Valley Camp of Utah to conduct coal exploration
within their approved SMCRA permit area.

We apologize for the delay in forwarding this misdirected application to
your office, but confusion involving the processing of such applications
and the lack of specific regulatory guidance resulted in indecision on what
action to take. We are in hopes that the Memorandum of Understanding currently
being developed by our respective Washington offices will clarify the situ­
ation, but the interest of Valley Camp must be served in the interim.

We concur with Valley Camp's proposal and suggest that the following three
stipulations be incorporated into the final approval:

1. Upon completion of down-hole procedures, all drillholes shall be cemented
from the bottom of the hole to at least 50 feet above the highest minable
coal bed or aquifer. The remainder of the hole may be filled with a gel
rather than cement which meets or exceeds the following standards:

a. Ten-minute gel strength of 20 pounds/laO square feet.
b. Filtrate volume measuring 13.5cc on an API standard filter test.
c. A minimum marsh funnel viscosity of 50 seconds.

2. Completed drill holes shall be marked with a metal cap that depicts the hole
number, the year drilled, the applicant's name, and brief legal description of
site location. Marker shall be set in accordance with USFS Stipulation No. 29.

3. Copies of all in-hole mechanical or geophysical stratigraphic surveys
or logs shall be submitted to the regulatory authority.

Upon receiving the drilling information from Valley Camp we would appreciate
OSM sending a copy of the data to our office for the BLM's geologic inventory.
We will assume responsibility for this information under the secondary office
of control procedures.

Also enclosed is the U.S. Forest Service environmental assessment for the pro­
ject. The stipulations contained in Appendix C of that document should also be
incorporated into your final decision.



-As the approving agency, OSM is responsible for seeinQ that all conditions and
stioulations of aoproval are complied with. Of particular concern to the BLM
is ensuring that the driJl. holes are properly plugged as inaqequate plugging
represents a potential hazard to the coal resource and future mining operations.

Please contact· our Price River Resource Area office before the final abandon­
ment inspection for this project. We would like a representative of that office
to verify compliance with the aforementioned BLM stipulations •.

As a final note, we suggest that OSM prepare a notice to all Utah coal operators
with approved SMCRA permits containing active op~rations, that details format,
procedures, OSM points of contact, etc., for coal exploration within these areas~

It is our experience that coal operators are not aware of these procedures and
to avoid processing delays ~n informational bulletin of this nature would be
most helpful.

·Enclosures (2)
l-Valley Camp Application
2-USFS EA

cc:.
Sid Vogelpohl, U-066 (wlo encl.)
Jack Moffitt, U-92l (wlo encl.)
W.H. Boley, USFS (w/o encl.)
K.C. Fenstermaker, Valley Camp of Utah (w/o encl.)
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Scofield Route

Helper, Utah ,,..~H526

August 9, 1-984

•.~lr. Leon Be r ggren
Are a l-lanage r
Bureau of Land Management
P. o. Dr a\ie r AB
Price, UT 84501

sntPR Rec~d AUG 13 1984

.f
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i I
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Dear Nr. Berggren:

Valley Camp of Utah is desirous of obtaining a permit to drill
t\,'O (2) development drill holes on their Federal Coal Lease ~o.

U-0173S4. The drill holes are to provide information requested
by OS~1 concerning the effect of an expected igneous dike on the
ground \,'ater in the Belina ~(ine area.

Both drill holes are \\ithin the boundary of the ~tanti-LaSal

Xational Forest. They are located in Section 36, TI3S, RGE
(see map) .•

The Vatley Camp representative and field supervisor for this
project \·.. i11 be:

Keith Fenstermaker
Valley Camp of Utah, Inc.
Scofield Route
Helper, UT 84526

All effoTt will be taken to minimize surface damage which in-\
eludes the avoidance of endangered and threatened species,
archaeological sites, surface imprctvements, cultural resources,
anJ any other sites of particular concern to the regulatory
authorities. Littering and the use of firearms \dll be pro­
hii."ited.

An 3rchaeo10gical survey is being scheduled and the results
~ill be forwarded to the BUI as soon as the survey is completed.

Th,,' tnl\"el requirements in regards to t~1e drill holes \\'ill in­
v~lve traveling local ro~Js and trails to reach the project
~it~s. Such traveling will be held to a minimu~. The approxi­
m~t~ rond milenge for crews on forest service rC3ds will approach
350 miles. A road use permit with the forest seryice will be
applied for due to road use by the drill rig and water truck.



.II. , f\1 r. Lc ~n Be r gg,"-T\
Pa6c 2 _
,\uc;ust 9, 1984
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A site inspection on the part of the regulatory authorities
s~,QlIld be arranged through Keith F.cnster:aaker, Valley Camp's

.' FiclJ Su?ervisor. .

A copy of the drill hole d~ta and logs will be forwarJcJ to
the appropriate BLl-l office.

. Ttc drilling will enti!l rotary/core drilling of two ~(2)
drill holes, each approximately 1000 feet deep. The contractor
has not been selected. All contractors under consideration
h~ve worked extensively in this area.

T~e drill holes will be rotary drilled to a specified depth,
at which point core samples will be taken. The holes will
tten be geophysically logged.

Surface disturbance for the two drill holes will be less than
l/~ acre each. Since both drill holes will be located adja­
cent to existing roads, no road building will be necessary.

The drill sites will be stripped of top soil, leveled and
one (1) or two (2) mud pits dug. Top soil will be stock­
piled for redistribution during reclamation. When drilling
is completed the hole will be cemented as per BDt require­
ments. : The mud pits will be dried and the site recontoured
anJ reseeded.

,--

Tte t~o (2) holes should be completed in approximately four
(~) to six (6) weeks, depending on weather and drilling
CC:lp I ica t ions.

Tte noise caused will be limited to the running of equipment
anJ audible for a few hundred feet.

Shculd you have any questions concerning this permit appli­
cation, please contact me at your earliest convenience.

~. C. Fenstermaker
G~('logist

}\CF/ If

r:n~losure

••
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-
ENVIRONHENTAL ASSESSHENT

DECIS ION NOTICE
AND

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

VALLEY CAMP COAL DRILLING PROGRAM
ON FEDERAL COAL LEASE U~7354

nee'!) MOO JCT 19 7984

Valley Camp of Utah, Inc. has submitted a proposal to conduct coal drilling
on their Federal Coal Lease U~354 in the SW-t of Section 36, T13S,
R6E, SLM, Emery County, Utah. The two holes are designed to provide
information on the effects that an expected igneous dike would have
on the hydrologic regime in the Belina Mine area. The company's proposal
(contained in Appendix A) fully describes the activities and location
of the drilling program on the Price Ranger District, Manti-LaSal National
Forest.

A Project Scoping Document (Appendix B) has been prepared that ident ifies
at least eight previously approved NEPA documents that cover coal drilling
in the subject area. No new issues and concerns have been identified
for the current program. Drill Site A is located on an old site drilled
in 1975 but is now a beat-out sheep bedding area. Drill site B is located
on an old unreclaimed oil and gas pad site. Copies of the previous NEPA
documents and other pertinent information are available at the Price
Ranger District Office, Price, Utah.

Based on the analysis and evaluation described above, I have decided
to approve the proposed action subject to the management requirements
contained in Appendix C. Approval of the proposal is the only viable
alternative under existing legislation and Forest Service policy and
direction.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, a determination
has a 1so been made, through the environmental assessment process, that
the proposed action will not create any significant impacts to the human
envi ronment. An Environmental Statement, the ref ore , wi 11 not be requi red.
This determination was based on consideration of a number of factors
that are discussed in greater detail in the Environmental Assessment.
The primary considerations are as follows:

1. Approval of the proposed coal drilling survey will not be a
major Federal action.

2. The proposed survey can be conducted within the constraints
outlined by the land management planning process.

3. Adherence to the
any significant
project.

spec i f ied management requi rements can el imi nate
residual impacts that could result from the



4. The proposed survey will not impact
farm or timber lands; wetlands or
floors; cultural or paleontological
endangered plant and animal species.

2

any identified prime range,
floodplains; alluvial valley
resources; or threatened or

5. Coal exploration is and has historically been an integral part
of the local economy and lifestyle.

Implementation may take place immediately after approval. This decision
is subject to administrative review (appeal) pursuant to 36 CFR 211.18.

Forest Supervisor Date
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APPENDIX C

Management Requirements

Stipulations to be Included in the Coal Drilling Permit

1. A pre-work meeting including the responsible company representative(s)
contractors, and the Forest Service must be conducted at the project
location prior to commencement of operations. The following site-specific
Forest Service requirements will be discussed at this time.

2. A Road-Use Permit must be obtained from the Forest Service before equipment
is transported onto National Forest System lands.

3. All surface disturbing activities including reclamation must be supervised
by a responsible representative of the licensee who is aware of the
terms and conditions of the project permits and licenses. A copy of
the appropriate permi ts and I icenses must be available for review at
the project sites and presented upon demand to any Forest Service officer.

4. The Forest Service must be notified 48 hours
equipment will be moved onto National Forest
surface disturbing activities will commence.

in advance that
System lands and

heavy
that

s. Establ ishment of campsites and staging area on National Forest System
lands in support of this project is subject to Forest Service approval.

6. The Forest Service must be notified of any proposed alterations to
the plan of operations. Any changes to the existing plan are subject
to Forest Service review and concurrence.

7. Fire suppression equipment must be available to all personnel working
at the project site. Equipment must include at least one hand tool
per crew member consisti~g of shovels and pulaskis and one properly
rated fire extinguisher per vehicle and/or other internal combustion
engine.

8. All gasoline, diesel and steam-powered equipment must be equipped with
effective spark arresters and mufflers. Spark arresters must meet Forest
Service specifications discussed in the USDA Forest Service Spark Arrester
Guide, June 1981. In addition all electrical equipment must be properly
insulated to prevent sparks.

9. The licensee will be held responsible for damage and
for fires started as a result of operations. Fires
to the Forest Service as soon as possible.'

suppression costs
must be reported

10. The Forest Service reserves the right to suspend operations during
periods of high fire potential.

II. Water needed in support of
obtained according to State
if on National Forest System
and approval t

operations must be properly and legally
Water Laws. The location of diversion,

lands, is subject' to Forest Service review



12. Unauthorized off-road vehicular travel is prohibited.

13. Section corners or other survey markers, including claim corners,
in the project area must be located and flagged for preservation prior
to commencement of surface disturbing activities. The removal, displace­
ment of disturbance of markers must be approved by the proper authority.

14. If cultural or paleontological resources are discovered during operations,
all operations which may result in disturbance to the resource must
cease and the Forest Service must be notified of the discovery.

15. Temporary access roads wi 11 be reclaimed and blocked to vehicle traffic
as directed by the Forest officer in charge.

16. Drill pads will be designed to prevent or diminish overland water
flow from entering the site during precipitation events. Pad sites
will be sloped to drain all spills and on-site precipitation into
the mud pits. Mud pits shall be designed to contain all cuttings,
drilling fluids, groundwater flows, spills and precipitation. If necessary
pits will be pumped out to reduce their content and insure that overflow
does not occur. The pits must not be used for disposal of garbage,
trash or other refuse.

11. Drill pads and other disturbed areas will be reseeded with the following
seed mixture broadcast at a rate of 15 lbs per acre:

30 Orchard grass
20% Smooth Brome
20% Intermediate Wheatgrass
20'. Timothy
10% Ladak alfalfa

Certified to have a minimum of 80'. PLS and a maximum of 1'. weeds (Non­
noxious).

18. Both sites will be fenced with sheep netting and signed, after seeding,
to prevent livestock and human use from impairing site reclamation.
Fences will be maintained by Valley Camp until reclamation is complete
and the sites are released by the Forest Service.

19. Reclamation efforts will be diligently pursued to insure that a minimum
of 30'. ground cover is establ ished on all disturbed areas by the end
of the first subsequent growing season.

20. If any of the drill holes encounters artesian groundwater, the District
Ranger must be notified prior to plugging the hole to determine whether
or not the Forest Service would elect to establish a permanent water
development at the site.
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21. Va II ey
guards,
Forest
must be

Camp will be held responsible for all damages to fences, cattle­
resource improvements, road and other structures on National

System lands which result from operations. The Forest Service
notified of damages as soon as possible.

22. All heavy brush must be cleared as the first step for new access and
site construction. Topsoil must be stripped from areas requiring surface
disturbance and stockpiled at a location where loss and contamination
is minimized.

23. Disturbed areas must be reclaimed by the end of the field season. Excep­
tions require Forest Service approval.

24. Contaminated soil and gravel must be stripped and placed in the mud
pit prior to site reclamation.

25. Mud pits must be allowed to dry before they are backfilled and reclaimed.
They must be enclosed by one-strand barbed wire and sheep netting fence
while they are left to dry.

26. When dry, mud pits must be reclaimed by selectively backfilling excavated
materials such that the disturbed area is replaced to the approximate
original contour. The disturbed area must be seeded with the specified
seed mix when topsoil is evenly replaced and the seedbed prepared.

27. Roads to be obliterated must be reclaimed by ripping the surface, replacing
the disturbed area to the approximate original contour, replacing stock­
piled topsoil and seeding with the specified seed mix. Seeding must
take place when topsoil is replaced and the seedbed is prepared. Water
diversion structures if needed must be constructed as specified by
the Forest Service.

28. The operator must clean up and remove all drilling equipment, trash,
garbage, flagging, vehicles and other such material s from National
Forest System lands. All trash, garbage and other refuse must be properly
contained on the project site prior to disposal off-Forest.

29. All drill holes must be plugged in accordance with Federal and State
regulations. Any drill site monuments that are required will be placed
flush to the reclaimed pad site surface.

30. Harassment of wildlife and livestock is prohibited.
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Stipulations to be Included in Road-Use Permits

-
'.

. ,

.,
1. Roads must not be ued when they are wet and susceptable to damage.

2. The permittee is responsible for repair or damages to roads which are
caused by his operations.

3. All traffic must maintain safe speeds conunensurate with existing
conditions.

4. Roads must be watered if dust becomes a problem or if excessive loss
of road material occurs. .~

5. Heavy equipment may not be transported along Forest roads, during holiday
weekends and the opening weekend of the regular big game hunting seasons.




