
March 19, 1984

Inspection Memo
to Coal File:

RE: Valley Camp of Utah
Belina Complex
ACT/007/001, Folder 117
Emery County, Utah

A partial inspection of the Valley Camp facilities was conducted on March
1, 1984 by Ken Wyatt, Field Specialist for the Division. Mr. Trevor Whiteside
was available at the mine office for discussion. Steve Martin of the Office
of Surface Mining's Albuquerque Field Office was present doing an inspection
of Valley Camp's sediment control facilities. A discussion was held with Mr.
Whiteside concerning recent effluent quality.

Sediment pond certification was requested by Mr. Martin. A letter
attached to the Golder Associates' report, stated that all construction work
was done in accordance with the Q:>lder Associates' Plan. This letter written
and signed by a registered Professional Engineer and documentation within the
plan are used for the pond certification requirements.

A discussion was held with the operator concerning past TSS effluent
violations. Mr. \Vh.iteside indicated that according to laboratory analysis,
the particle size of the sediment being discharged is between 10 and 25
microns. Mr. \'Jhiteside further indicated that a screen with a porosity of 5
to 6 microns is being developed and would be delivered next week to be
installed in the mine water pond. Use of this screen would attempt to filter
out the remaining sediment that is currently being discharged.

Following this inspection a discussion was held with Mr. Martin of the
OSM. He obtained a sample of the sediment pond 114 discharge. '!his sample
appeared questionable as to effluent quality. Mr. Martin further indicated
that should the sample contain sediment in excess of State limitations, a ten
day notice would be issued to the division.

Following the discussions in the office this inspector conducted a field
tour of the Belina Mine area. At that time a sediment pond 114 discharge
sample was obtained at 3:05 p.m. from the stand pipe structure. Additionally,
a sample of the mine water filter pond was collected at 3:20 p.m. at the
flume. '!hese samples are currently being analyzed by the Utah Department of
Health Laboratory.
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Snow removal and disposal practices conducted by Valley Camp were of
concern to Mr. Martin. At this time snow is being dumped from the north end
of the truck turn around pad. A pad of snow approximately 100 feet long and
50 feet wide has been compacted just above the sediment pond. Some tension
cracks were observed in the snow pad. 1he operator was questioned as to this
practice. Mr. Whiteside indicated that no more end dumping of snow was
occurring due to the potential instability of this snow mass. 1hi.s area will
be examined on future inspections as the snow continues to melt. No
compliance problems were encountered.

Ken Wyatt /t.I
Field Specialist

KW:re

cc: Tom Ehmett, OSM
Trevor Whiteside, Valley Camp of Utah INC.
Joe Helfrich, IXn1
Sue Linner, DCG1

Statistics:
Vehicle: EX 45428, 255 miles
Per Diem: 1 person X 8.5 hours = $00.00
Grant: A&E
79740




