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Ur. Allen D. Klein. Administrator
~estern Technical Center
Office of Surface Mining
CrOOKS Towers - 1020 15th Street
Lenver, Colorado 30202

Dear Mr. Klein:
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DiVISION OF
Oit, GAS & MINING

In your letter dated ~Qrch 2, 1934 you addressed our concern about the
requirement for the Belina ~1r~s Cot~lex that coal pillars will not be mined
under the gas pipeline or perennfal streams in an area computed by using a 35
degree angle of draw. You referred us to our letter of ~~y 30, 1980 to Be1ina
Coal Mines lr,anagement which proposed that the 35 degree angle was a
preliminary determination and that as mine dcYelopr~nt continu~d a ~ore

specific angle of draw could be determined and the mine plan alt~red

accordingly. SubseQu~ntly. in Selina's ~drolo9Y Update, Volume VI. Appendix
N, pages 2~-3u. tt~ applicant states: ·When documentation of tnE angle of
draw can be obtained. a request will be made to reduce the size of the buffer
zones accordingly.-

he still agree 1n principle with our ~~ 30. 1980 letter and Selina's
state&l£:nt in their P.ydrology Update as it appljes to buffer zones und~r oil
and gas lines. ~e see no alternative ~t this point in time to mitigate
potential subsidence under tr~se lines.

Howt:ver. an aod1 t1 ona1 Ii;aj or poi nt of concern was generated ""hen it was
dete~ined that in addition to the buffer zones required for 011 and gas
lines, buffer zones are n~1 to be required for nUR~rous soal1 headwater
streams. now classed as perennial. Which cross the sine property. Many of
these drainage features flo\f intern1ttently or the flow is Ri1n1mal. Ir.clusion
of these as protected areas when cOfimined with the protective corr14ors in
effect eliminates all possibility of wining using high capacity. high
efficiency mining methods, i.e•• longwal1. These prohibitions effectively
substantially reduce the maximum economic recovery possible in this mine.

jwm
Text Box
0001



•
Attached is a pri nt {Pl ate ';-hRP} of a [,iap procticed by Vau!:lhn Hiillsen and
Associates shewing potential subsidence areas. O~ this ruap we have rcuShly
shaded that oret frot;: the surftee to de~th within tile 35 oegree engle of erG\(

\/iU1;n in \Jl;icb or,ly first Dining is ancved i1S a result of protection for
streaL,s cr eil anc. filS lines. This print graphicall.>' il1ust.nn:E:s the
r;,asnitl.lde of tnE: problci:; of protectlcm as it relates to rf;covery of the
reSOuY·ce.

Ie our knctiiecge, ICC J€c.rs of Linin; ex~,erie!iCt iii tt€: l;asetci-i Ph:tHU, LN).~

Cliffs (.C<.:J fieids has no~ sho~;n ene inst¢nce t;r;ere subsiuence CcUSec a s'trear,;
to ent.E:T a r:;iil€ or \',bsre sutsidence DeS caused Fore tho;; a tE:FpOrary iq,act on

.t.te flo~" rete cf c,[ii ~ tr(;t<:: cr \;<;ter,,;;;y.

he rf:C('Ll.,(;liG U.i;t t'l£ hycr-oiosists ree.tpj:-raise tl,eir determin~tion of \j',at
constitutes a 0E:renni a1 street; cnc hor:eftill,)' rEriuce tile ra..:l;;Dtr so that t:E: can
minirdzE: tnE; c~ai tLat ce.r:r,ct be r;;ine~ if buffer zones under these strecH;l:' are
t~equi r€:d.

51 ncere1.)' yours.

Jackson h. Moffitt
t..rea r:inins Supervi sor
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Document Information Form

Mine Number: t/001!OOOI
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