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kestern Technical Center !
Office of Surface Kining
"Brocks Towers - 1020 15th Street DiVISION OF

Lenver, Colorado §G2G2 OiL, GAS & MINING
Gear Mr. Klein:

In your letter dated KMarch 2, 1504 you addressed our concern about the
requirement for the Belina Kines Complex that ccal pillars will not be wmined
under the gas pipeline or perennfal streams in an area computed by using a 35
decree angle of draw. You referred us to our letter of Kay 30, 1980 to Beline
Coal Hines management which propesed that the 35 degree angle was a
preliminary determinetion and that as mine development continued a wore
specific angle of draw could be determined and the mine plan &ltered
accordingly. Subsequently, in Belina's hydrology Update, Volume YI, Apperdix
M, pages 29-3G, the applicant states: “khen documentation of the angle of
draw can be obtained, a reguest will be made to reduce the size of the buffer
zones accordingly.”

ke still agree in principle with our May 30, 1980 letter and Belina's
statement in their Hydrology Update as it applies to buffer 2cnes under oil
and gas lines. ¥e see no alternative &t this po1nt in tice to mitigate
potential subsidence under these lines.

However, an additional major point of concern was generated when it was
determined that in addition to the buffer zones required for ofl and gas
Tines, buffer zcones are now to be required for numerous swmall headwater
streams, now classed as perennial, which cross the sine property. WMany of
these drainage features flow intermittently or the flow is minimal. Inclusion
of these as protected areas when combined with the protective corridors in
effect elirinates all possibility of mining using high capacity, high
efficiency mining wethods, §.e., longwall. These prohibitions effectively
substantially reduce the maximum economic recovery possible in this nine.
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tacied 1s a print (Plate £-1RP) of & wap procuced by Veughn Hanser and
fAssocietes showing potential subsidence areas. On this map we heve rouchly
sheded that arec fropm the surface to cepth within the 3E gegree én 5iE ¢f crew
wvithir in which only first mining is alicved &s & restit of protection for

stre"'s cr oil &énc gas Tines. This print graphically illusiretes the
aenitude of the probier of protection &s it relates te recovery of tie

r :SOUYCE,

1o our krowledge, 100 years of mining experience in tie Wesateh Platesu, book

Cliffs Leel Fields has pot shown che intilance vunere sulsidence CIusec & siresn

to enter & mine or where subsidence hes caused rere then & tenporary impeact on

tne flow rete ©f &ny STrLEn OF GETETLIY.

he recunest thal tie hyarologists reappreise tieir cetermingtion of whet
constitutcs a perenniel streen end hopefu}}y recuce the nuiber sc thel we can
ninipize the ccal that carnct be pineg {7 buffer zones uncer ithese streaws are
recuirsc,

Sincerely yours,

dackson W, Feoffitt

Area Fining Supervisor
Enciosure
cc: Valtey Ceup of Uteh wo/encl.

UCE w/iencl,

bee:  bickean {2) wo/encl.
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