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Dear #r, Wright:

A ntaor medificatton praposa) for your $8Vina #2 Mine vag received hily 24,
1987 hy this office. Tals modification requested parmicsion to raduce pillar
stzes in 13t South and Yet East Main sections., Pi1lar sizes In Yot South were
proposed to be reduced from £0' x §0° {80 foot cemters) to 40’ x 20° [4D faot
centers}. This medification proposal was discussed durinag the pantine held
hetwean this office and Valley Camp officials July 26, 1989,

The extension of unsupported development cuts to 40 feet using 2 mew remnte
‘controllad continuous miner was given as Jjustificetion for reducing tha pillar
sizes. This should increass productivily in the sections “ecause of hetter
utitization of equipment and Yongar cutting distances before Holting is
required, Anpther justification givan was the Increagsesd extractinn of cn2?
from the section which should accur from using smaliar pilia- gizes and
racevery of bottom coal,

This office has coafirmed that reducing piiler sizet and romoving hottom coal
will recover at least as puch coal &s the current 80' x 20" pillar practice,
We 8re concerned zbout yarecoversd coal lving in the Belina #1 which Yieg in
the upper 0'Connar sesm above Belima #2 mine, Ancther prodlem is maintateing
access to unmined Federa® <02l {m 8eline #1. These concerns will he Aigeusser
more fuily in 2 following Yetter, Fadersl requlatfons require superimmnging
workings fn multi-sesw mincs (43 CFR 3484 1{c}($)) unless special adwvance
spproval {s given, Experience in ather mines 1n the digtrint Fag shaun that
coal recovery csn be affected by deteriorated conditions regulting from the
failure to columnire with workings abewe, The propasad medification domss not
provide for cnlumnization with workings above,

In the meating on July 76th, vou explained that & rock mechanics study
performed for Yelley Camp by a consultant showed that ng detrimantal eoffacts
would occur In the ¢! or #2 mine from failing to colyanize with workings
above. BLH feels that cotumnization should accur hut s willing to test
Yalley Comp's clatmg, Columnization wnuld he difficult 4n the Vet South
section due to the configuration of pravinusly mined sactions fn the sveriving
8slina #1 mine,
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This Yetter serves at 3 Pollow up detaiifng the verba’ amproval given durimg
the mesting ¢o begin 80° x 40' conters In 12t South, This minor sodification.
is approved ss providod for in 43 CFR 3482 2(6Y(2), (e} (2) allowing the ’
reduction of pillar sfzes in Tt South to 50' x €0° centere subfect ta the
following stinuationg:

1. The referred Lo rock mechanics raport will be submitted to thig office
within 5§ days. The materis)l contained in the report will be trasted 2s
confidentinl ia sature,

2. The 13t South sectinm will be ysed as a tegt gectiom tn assess tha
feasidility of implementing 50' x €0' pillar aress in other sectiong,

3. Reduced pillar sizes gre only allowed in 1et South st this time, BLM hag
na jurisdiction over the Carven County lense,

4. WNo bottom coal! mey be recoverad or sfllars mined in the Beline &2 unt?
approval is granted by this office after a determination of the a¥fect upon
Belina £1 mine,

Approval is also granted to allow the develooment of the East Hains pravided
pitlars are superimposed with the st East Hafas in Belina A1,

1f you have any questions regarding this modification, please contact Jeff

Cundick of wy staff, Also, future modifications should iaciude four [4) oaps
of the araoposed wadification for distribution to ather offices 3nd ageacies,

Sincorely vours,
MARK E. BAILEY

Arop Ranager
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1-Map, st South, Relins #2 Mine
2-Map, ist East Mains, Relina 62 Mine
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