+

0009 o

13482
. {U-017354)
Moab District U-020305

P. 0. Box 970 (U-065)
Moab, Utah 84532

Mr. Walt Wright, President
Valley Camp Of Utah, Inc.
Scofield Route

Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Minor Modification to the Belina No. 1 and No. 2 Mines on Federal Coal

Leases U-017354 and U~020305
Dear Mr. Wright:

On September 26, 1991, the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) received Valley
Camp's additional justification to modify the approved resource recovery and
protection plan (R2P2) for the Belina No. 1 and No. 2 Mines. The modification
involves Federal coal leases U-017354 and U-020305.

The original mine plan was to drive three declines off the Third East Mains in
the Belina #1 Mine to access the Lower and Upper O'Conner Seams east of a
fault zone by crossing it in an east-west direction (enclosure 2). Also, it
was planned to recover these reserves by advancing the 3rd East Mains to the
east and then developing panels in a north-south direction. The Campany is
now planning to excavate rock tunnels through a dike on fee land from the 3rd

. Right Section of the First East Mains in the Belina #2 Mine (enclosure 3) to

access the same reserves in both seams. After crossing the dike, it is
planned to advance a set of main entries to the west into Federal lease
U-02035 and then tumming them to the south into Federal lease U-017354.

Panels will be developed in an east-west direction and followed by bottom ccal
extraction upon reaching the economical mining limit. Valley Camp's intention
is to mine the upper coal seam first.

Due to the fault, Valley Camp asserts that severe roof conditions were
detected in the declines and the entries could not be maintained safely or
economically.  Consequently, the developed entries were sbandoned and the area
has flooded since then and is not accessible from the upper seam. To

. substantiate the proposed pillar design and mining beneath Boardinghouse

Creek, the company submitted a technical report entitled "Subsidence Potential
Over Two-seam Developments", prepared by Kenneth C. Ko & Associates, Inc.

In previous BIM inspections, the north-south fault was noted. Adverse roct
conditions caused by excessive weight and soft, incompetent floor were
observed. We are also aware that these conditions precluded Valley Camp from
continuing development in this area. The dike in the mines was also noted
inspections and we know that it was successfully crossed in another vicinity
of the mine.
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We have evaluated the submitted technical study and the proposed mining plan.
Independent pillar calculations were performed and ocur resulis agree with the
consultant’s report and recomrendations. Because it was necessary to change
the access to the subject reserves, the proposed change in orientation of the
panels and mains is also appropriate and logical. Purthermore, the proposed
rian is similar to the original plan in texms of the overall recovery of the
Federal coal reserves in the Belina Ne. 1 and No. 2 Mines. However, we do
have concerns with the potential for subsidence under Boardinghouse Creek. It
is concluded in the tedhnical report that bottom coal recovery under
Boardinghouse Creek is feasible except where the overburden iz less than 200
feet. Overburden for the Federal coal averages 450 feet but we do not concur
that beottom coal recovery will not negatively affect Boardinghouse Creek.

From our snalysis, a 250 foot buffer is required on both sides of the creek in
which botton coal reccvery is not psrmissible for the Pederal coal. This
allows for a 30 degree angle of draw which is considered appropriate. Because
of the potential for subsidence impacts to Boardinghouse Creek, Valley Camp
must additionally apply to the Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mlnlng for a
modification to the permmit.

The BLM has determ&ned that the proposed modification is in compliance with
‘the Mineral Leasing Act of 1520, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480,
the lease terms and stipulations, and will achieve maximum sconomic recovery
of the Federal coal. Approval 1z granted according to the conditions
mentioned above and a copy of the approved mine map is enclosed.

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Johnson, Chief, Price Coal
Office, at 637-4584,

Sincerely yours,

/8/ WILLIAM €. STRINGER

Assistant District Manger
Mineral Resources

Enclosures €3)

l-Reserve Location Map

2-Map Showing Fault Encountersed in 19886
3-Rpproved Mine Plan Map

ool
J-0652, Price Coal Cffice {(w/Encl.)
U~921, Utah State Office {w/Encl.) b//
Utah Division of Cil, Gas and Mining (w/Encl.)
Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203
Manti-LaSal National PForest (w/Encl.)
Price, Utah 84501
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HO I: ONTAL TUNINELS
: 'Conner Reserve

VALLEY CAMP OF UTAH, INC.
BELLINA No. 1 MINE

CRIGINAL MINE PLAN MAP

FIGURE #2
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(To access the Lower O'Connor Reserve)
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'Chlef./%’ Coal Office

FIGURE #3





