
MAR-16-92

•
MON 1 5 : 1 1•• COAL STAFF OFF

.,DOf

F' ~ X ~ANSMITTAl

.
0°1

..

P. 121 1

, /

To:_~De~::..l.:fO;;:.uy) tk JaO," ~ ) t2 Qb m
~T'OIl1:~:lJ:te~/\,--"""EB.~lk ) ULm;, M<;f- Cost O#}<:-e

Subjet:t: Vq./&?( Cqa"'f J 0'1 115 V;,J... , Bo,.vd!ltjhov~e.
~umc~r of Pa~es:__~:S~ ___

F'AX 11ach'lne Nc. :; ------- _

Oa'te: " iAI:> /4 2-
7 i

Ttme: ~:.;?o

usc t.oq No. :: _

CCItIlIIants:

jwm
Text Box
0003



Vvl'"t,JO'"tLJ.J.

MAR-1G-92 MON 15:12 COAL STAFF OFF
~ ~

P.02

.• r

3482
(U-017354)

U-020305
29 Ib<M"'065)

In
OCT

Mr. Ral t Wright, President
Valley canp of utah, Inc.
Scofield Route
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Minor Modification to the Belina No. 1 and No.
Leases 0-017354 and U~020305

Dear Mr. Wright:

On Septerrber 26, 1991, the Bureau of Land ManagErnESnt (5LM) received Valley
Can't> ,s additional justification to modify the approved resource recovery and
protection plan (R2P2) for the Belina No. 1 and No. 2 Mines. The rnxlification
involves Federal coal leases 0-017354 and U-020305.

Moab District
P. O. Box 970

Moab, utah 84532

The original mine plan was to drive three declines off the Third East. Mains in
the BeUna '1 Mine to access the Lower and Opper O'Conner Seams east of a
faul t zane by crossing it in an east-west direction (enclosure 2). Also, it
was planned to recover these reserves by advancing the 3rd East Mains to the
~t and then developing panels in a north-south direction. The Carpany is
now planning to excavate rock tunnels through a dike on fee land fran the 3rd
Right Section of the First East Hains in the Selina #2 Mine (enclosure 3) to
access the same reserves in both seams. After crossing the dike, it is
planned to advance a set of nain entries to the west into Federal lease
U·02035 and then turning them to the south into Federal lease U~017354.

Panels will be developed in an east-west direction and followed by bottan coal
extraction upon reaching the econanical mining limit. Valley call1?'s intention
is to mine the upper coal seam first.

Due to the fault, Valley Carrp asserts that severe roof conditions were
detected in the declines and the entries could not be rraintained safely or
econanically. Consequently, the developed entries were abandoned and the area
has flooded since then and is not accessible fran the upper seam. To
substantiate the proposed pillar design and mining beneath Soardinghouse
Creek, the ccnpany suhnitted a technical report entitled "Subsidence Potential
Over Two-seam Deve!opments" I prepared by I\ermeth C. Ko & Associates, Inc I

In previous SUi inspections, the north-south faut t was noted. .Adverse roof
conditions eaused by excessive weight and soft, inoaT(Jetent floor were
observed. We are also aware that these conditions precluded Valley CaIrf;I fran
continuing develo:pnent in this area. The dike in the mines was also noted
inspections and we know that it was successfully crossed in another vicinity
of the mine. .
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We have evaluated the suam.tted technical study and the proposed mining plan.
Independent pillar calculations were perfo~ and our results agree with the
consul tant 's report and recatrl'llmdations. &.!cause it was necessary to change
the access to the subject reserves, the proposed change in orientation of the
panels and mains is also appropriate and logical. Furthermore, the proposed
plan is similar to the original plan in tenns of the overall reco'{ery of the
Federal coal reserves in the Belina No. 1 and No. 2 Mines. However, we do
have concerns with the potential for subsidence under Boardin9house Creek. It
is concluded in the technical report that botton coal recovery Under
Soardinghouse Creek is feasible except where the overburden is less than 200
feet. overburden for the Federal coal averages 450 feet but we do not coneur
that bottan coal (~ecovery will not negatively affect :Boardinghouse Creek.
Fran our analysis, a 250 foot buffer is requir«l on both sides of the creek in
which bottan coal recovery is not permiss:i.ble for the Federal coa.l. This
allows for a 30 degree 3n91e of draw which is considered appropriate. Because
of the potential for subsidence irrpacts to Boardinghouse Creek, Valley carrp
nust additionally apply to the utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining for a
roodification to the permit.

The Em has detel'lnined that the proposed modification is in eatpliance with
the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480,
the lease tetrrs and stipulations, and will achieve maxinun econanic recovery
of the Federal coal. Approval is granted according to the eonditions
m!ntioned above and a copy of the approved mine map is enclosed.

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Johnson, Chief I Price Coal
Office, at 637-4584.

Sincerely yours,

lSI WllUAM C. STRINGER

Assistant District Manger
Mineral Resources

Enclosures (3)
l-Reserve Location Map
2-Map Showing Fault Encountered in 1986
3-Approved Mine Plan Map

cc: /
0-065e, frice Coal Office (w/Encl.)v'
U-921, Utah state Office (w/Enel.)
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (w/Encl.)

Salt Lake City, ~tah 84180-1203
Manti-LaSal National Forest (w/Encl.)

Price, Utah 84501'

BNorthrup:caf:10/28/91 WP Minerals Disk A:VAL.MOD
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eTO access the Upper O'Connor ~eserve)

Ill-DIKE HORIZONTAL TUNNELS
{To access the Lower O·Connor Reserve}

APPROVED MINE PLAN

T"'IT rrrTD1:;"l .If..,

VALLEY eM-iP OF
BELINA No.10-2/-9/

{Date}

' ..

MlHOR MODIFiCAllOH10
MJHIt«; PlAN APPROVED BY
S~OF ~oMANAGEMEHT

Recommended Sr·
'¥4'.«~
IJnI.ng Engineer




