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April 15, 1994

James M. Carter
Director
UTAH DIVISION OF OILt GAS & MINING
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

RE: Belina Mine Complex Notice of Violation No.94-39~2-1 eNOV");
Request for Informal Conference on Fact of Violation; Request for
Extension of Time to Abate

Dear Jim:

On behalf of White oak Mining & Construction Company, Inc. ("White
Oak"), operator, Belina Mine Complex ACT1007JOOl. 'we respectfully request an immediate
informal conference with you· regarding fact of violation of the.above-stated NOV. In
addition, White Oak requests an extension in the abatement time pending the informal
conference.

The NOV requires White Oak to inunediately cease 'blowing snow onto the
outslope of permittee's haul road (remedial action violation 1 of 1 (a». The Belina Mine
Complex receives heavy snowfall daring the spring and must clear the haul road to access the
Mine. White Oak's practice of clearing snow and depositing blown snow on the outslopes
follows the same procedure which was employed by the fonner operator and approved in the
past by the Division. In addition, White Oak requests an extension in the abatement period
required by ·violation 1 of 1 (c) which currently requires •White Oak to install. interim
sediment control along that portion of Eccles Creek affected by deposition of material on the
outslope of the haul road by no later than 5:00 p.m. today. The pennittee~s haul road is a
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paved asphalt road and the o.perator disputes the Division'sconc}usion that deposition of
material on the outslope of the haul road through sIlowblowingactivities requires sediment
control. Finally, the operator requests an extension of time in which to perform the remedial
actiou.set forth at violation 1 of 1 (b) requiring the operator to remove deposited material
Jrom the outslope of ·thebaul road. Tbis .rcmedia1 action requires White Oak to remove
thousands of tons·of snow currently deposited along the outslope8 of the haul road. This
action is unreasonable·and unenforceable.

. Pursuant to R645-400-324. the Division Director has the authority to extend
the time set for abatement of the NOV. White Oak requests an.extension in the abatement
time regarding all remedial action under the NOV to allow White Oak to meet with the
Division in an •informal hearing to review the fact of the violation. Thisinfonnal hearing
should be scheduled as soenas possible and may be held by telephonic conference if
necessary. In the event that· the abatement time.is not immediately extended, White Oak will
seek temporary relief from the Board andIor injunctive relief from District Court to allow
snow removal activities necessm:y to insure safe access to the Mine.

Please call me as soon as possible regarding this matter.

i!7f-:-'--'
Denise A. Dragoo

DAD:jmc:2341O

cc: Steve Tanner
Mike Gipson
Todd Kiscaden
Scott KiScaden
John Kirkham, Esq. (Valley Camp)




