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INSPECTION REPORT

Partial:_ Complete:X Exploration:_
Inspection Date & Time: March 28. 1996. 10:30 am - 5:30 pm

Date ofLast Inspection: February 28. 1996

Mine Name: White Oak Mining and Construction Co. County: Carbon Permit Number: ACT/007/001
Permittee and/or Operator's Name: Scofield Route. Helper. UT 84526
Business Address:...::S~AME~~ _
Type ofMining Activity: UndergroundX Surface_ Prep. Plane Other_
State Officials(s):~K~e~n!....W!..l."l,;ya=tt:l:..- _
Company Official(s):...::S~te~v~e~T~ann~e~r _
Federal Official(s):~N~o~n~e:--:-- _
Weather Conditions:,~C~o~o~I....::c~le~ar~ _
Existing Acreage: Permitted-_ Disturbed-_ Regraded-_ Seeded-_ Bonded-_
IncreasedlDecreased: Permitted-_ Disturbed-_ Regraded-_ Seeded-_ Bonded-_
Status: _Exploration!XActiveUnactive/_Temporary Cessation!_Bond Forfeiture

Reclamation (]hase II_Phase II/]inal Bond Release/_Liability Year)

REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS & PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS
Instructions
1. Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.

a For comolete insoections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not appropriate
to the site, in which case check N/A.

b. For partial inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2. Document any noncompliance situation by referencing the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3. Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments.

EVALUATED N/A COMMENTS NOVtENF
1. PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE 00 U 00 U
2. SIGNS AND MARKERS 00 U 00 U
3. TOPSOIL 00 U 00 U
4. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:

a. DIVERSIONS 00 U 00 U
b. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS 00 U 00 00
c. OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES 00 U 00 U
d. WATER MONITORING 00 U 00 U
e. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS 00 U 00 U

5. EXPLOSIVES U 00 U U
6. DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOILIFILLSIBENCHES IK.l U 00 U
7. COAL MINE WASTEIREFUSE PILESIlMPOUNDMENTS 00 U 00 U
8. NONCOAL WASTE 00 U 00 U
9. PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND

RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES 00 U 00 U
10. SLIDES AND OTHER DAMAGE U 00 U U
11. CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION 00 U U U
12. BACKFILLING AND GRADING 00 U U U
13. REVEGETATION 00 U U U
14. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL 00 U 00 U
15. CESSATION OF OPERATIONS U 00 U U
16. ROADS:

a. CONSTRUCTIONIMAINTENANCE/SURFACING 00 U U U
b. DRAINAGE CONTROLS 00 U 00 U

17. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 00 U 00 U
18. SUPPORT FACILITIESIUTILITY INSTALLATIONS 00 U U U
19. AVS CHECK (4th Quarter-April, May, June) (date) U 00 U U
20. AIR QUALITY PERMIT 00 U U U
21. BONDING & INSURANCE 00 U 00 U
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PERMIT NUMBER: ACT/007/001

INSPECTION REPORT

Page .l. of..i.

DATE OF INSPECTION: March 28. 1996

(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Above)

1. PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE
The UPDES pennit, UT0022985, for White Oak was issued on August 19, 1992 and expires August 31, 1997.
This allows discharge into Mud Creek from the Loadout and Whiskey Creek from the mine.

The Spill Prevention and Counter Control plan was examined. Several underground tanks were removed by
White Oak. According to Paul Harding, Environmental Health Scientist with the Underground Storage Tank
Program at the Utah Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Environmental Response and
Remediation (DERR), these tanks were removed on June 20, 1994. Two non hazardous waste manifests were
examined for disposal of24 cubic yards ofoil and grease contaminated soil. This material was hauled in July
1995, to ECDC in East Carbon, Utah by Erickson Inc. A letter from the DERR dated May 3, 1995 indicated
that no further action would be required by White Oak.

2. SIGNS AND MARKERS
The mine ID sign was posted at the turnoff to the mine from Eccles Canyon and at the loadout access road.
Perimeter markers, stream buffer zone signs and topsoil signs were posted.

3. TOPSOIL
A topsoil stockpile is located up Whiskey Canyon above the mine. The area was snow covered during this
inspection. There has ben no recent access to this area. At the loadout, the stockpile'ofsubstitute topsoil is
protected by a berm and vegetation and posted with a sign.

4a. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE: DIVERSIONS
Snow was melting during the inspection and the diversions within the disturbed area were functioning as
required. The undisturbed culvert inlets at the loadout were partially snow covered. Snow still covered the
undisturbed diversions at the mine.

The disturbed area drop inlets at the loadout were open and functioning. The drop inlets behind the mine office
and at the truck turn around were functioning as required.

4b. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS
The 4th quarter 1995 sediment pond inspections were done on October 27, 1995 and did not detect any
problems. First quarter 1996 inspection reports were not yet completed.

The mine sediment pond was ice covered and discharging an estimated 30 gallons per minute. The pond was
receiving snowmelt and the eflluent was fairly clear which would have met the settleable solids limit.
No discharge was occurring from any of the ponds at the loadout. Water was observed in each pond. Pond
001A was about 4 feet below the discharge elevation. About 20 - 30 gallons per minute were flowing into pond
001 A. Pond 002A was about two feet below the discharge level with a limited amount of flow entering the
pond.

Water was observed flowing through the embankment ofpond 003A. Closer examination revealed that a leak
had developed in the pond's embankment. Water inside the pond was flowing into the embankment in about
7 places along the western side. About 5 gallons per minute ofwater was observed flowing out of this pond
through the embankment. Notice of Violation N96-7-1-1 was issued to White Oak Mining and Construction
Co. Inc. for failure to maintain sediment control facilities. The specifics of the Notice of Violation are
described below.
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(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Above)

4b. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS (cont.)

NOV N96-7-1-1
Violation No.1 of 1

Nature of Violation
Failure to maintain sediment control structures.

Provisions of the act. regulations or permit violated
R645-301-742.220

Portion of the operation to which notice applies
Sediment pond 003A. Northwest comer ofpond at White Oak Loadout where animals or other conditions have
created piping through the embankment.

Remedial action required (inclUding any interim steps)
A.) Repair embankment to eliminate leak until weather conditions allow for permanent repair.
B.) Monitor repair for Part A above until such time as conditions allow for permanent repair which will

be when equipment can access the area

Abatement time
A.) Monday, April 1, 1996 by 5:00 pm
B.) Monitor until area becomes accessible by equipment.

4c. OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES
The permit area encompasses several ASCAs within the mine area and loadout. Most of these ASCAs at the
mine were still buried in snow. The loadout was mostly clear ofdeep snow.

ASCA 1: North oftruck maintenance at loadout
ASCA 2: Loadout entrance
ASCA 3: Old office complex across from loadout
ASCA 4: Culinary water tanks at mine
ASCA 5: Pumphouse area at mine
ASCA 6: Electrical substation at mine

4d. WATER MONITORING
Water monitoring results were examined for the fourth quarter 1995. Sampling was conducted on October 18,
1995. All sites were sampled except VC-12, S7-11, and S24-12. These three sites were reported dry during
the entire year. S7-11 is a spring located near Monument Peak. S24-12 is a spring located adjacent to a fault
along the west boundary ofthe permit area. Site VC-12 is located in Finn Canyon above Clear Creek..

White Oak is collecting baseline spring water quality samples from 10 springs located east of the loadout.
According to Mr. Tanner, White Oak is considering opening this area for mining.

4e. EFFLUENT LIMITS
No discharge was occurring from the mine water pond and the sediment ponds at the loadout. The mine
sediment pond was discharging approximately 30 gallons per minute The quality was clear enough to pass the
settleable solids limitation.
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James Fulton. (OSM)
Filed To: Price Field Office

(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Above)

6, DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOILIFILLSIBENCHES
On November 28, 1995, the Division sent White Oaks Division Order 95A. This order required White Oaks
to submit design information for the area north of the mine office where sediment pond clean out material was
placed. Following a hearing at the Division office on February 15, 1996, it was agreed that the material in
question would be classified as spoil. The area was approved as a spoil storage area in a letter from Joe
Helfrich to Mark Wayment dated March 14, 1996. No new material has been placed in this area and it had
about a foot ofsnow covering it.

8. NONCOAL WASTE
Non coal waste is temporarily stored in dumpsters located at the mine site and the loadout. These are
periodically hauled to ECDC in East Carbon or Nielsons in Huntington for disposal. The mine dumpster was
nearly empty; the loadout dumpster was almost full.

9. PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
The permittee indicated that the aerial raptor survey was completed in June 1995. On January 30, 1996, the
Division of Wildlife Resources sent White Oak a letter stating that the raptor survey was completed on June
1, 1995. Only one eagle nest was observed east of the Mud Creek 1Eccles Creek confluence. No nests were
found in any cliffs which represented potential nesting habitat. This letter was copied to the Division and
located in the White Oak correspondence file.

14. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL
The 1995 subsidence survey was conducted on September 6 and 7, 1995. The 1995 annual report was delivered
to the Division on March 29, 1996. This report states: "Little overall change was found between the 1994 and
1995 subsidence surveys except for some additional weathering ofthe subsidence features and a few extensions
ofcracks at localized areas. Some corrections have been made and one new feature (#50) was added south of
the White Oak mines." This new feature is an extension crack 3 feet deep, 2 - 5 feet wide and 100 yards long.

16b. ROADS: DRAINAGE CONTROLS
Road drainages within the permit area were functioning as designed.

17. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
During the inspection of the loadout, Mr. Tanner discussed an amendment that White Oak is considering.
White Oak is looking at relocating sediment pond 003A to the south to allow expansion of the coal stockpile.
The area to the south is a potential wetland. White Oak has requested that the Army Corp ofEngineers visit
the site to assess this potential wetland and possible mitigation should White Oak pursue the coal pile
expansion.

21. BONDING & INSURANCE
On June 20, 1995, the Division approved a reduction in the bond from $5,891,000 to $3,398,000 in amendment
95A.

Insurance for $2,000,000 general and $2,000,000 for automobile was provided from Accordia of Lexington,
Federal Insurance Co. This policy, number 3710-45-17, was issued on September 14, 1995 effective through
September 16, 1996.

Copy ofthis Report:
Mailed to: Steve Tanner. (White Oak)
Given to: Joe Helfrich. (DOGM)

Inspector's Signature:_"""':'f-k_""""-'-=--_*=~-fl- Date: April 15. 1996




