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White Oak Mining and Construction Company
Scofield Route
Helper, Utah 84526

White Oak No. 1 & No.2 Mines
Complete oversight inspection
November 19, 1998

Participants:
Vicky Miller, White Oak Mining
Steve Demczak, UtahlDivision of Oil, Gas & Mining (DOGM)
Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
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Participated in a complete, joint, oversight inspection of the White Oak No. 1 & No.2 Mines
with the .above participants. Weather conditions were cold and windy with 4 to 5 inches of snow
on the ground which limited observations in all areas.

Mr. Demczak began the inspection by conducting a review of applicable permit records and
environmental monitoring reports. Records reviewed included the following: DOGM permit
which expires August 24, 1999; bond No. 125421 held by Frontier Insurance Co. in the amount
of $3,398,000.00. The DOGM bond adjustment correspondence reviewed for the inspection is
dated June 6, 1995, and sets the bond amount at $3,398,000.00. The current bond was effective
July 28, 1998.

The SPCC plan was RPE certified on August 25, 1997. Sediment pond and refuse pile inspection
reports are current through the third quarter of 1998 and the refuse pile was reclaimed this
summer. The reports do not indicate any stability or maintenance problems. UPDES Permit No.
UTG040000 expires April 30, 2003, and quarterly DMR's are current. The only effluent limit
exceeded this year was for high pH and was from sediment pond 4. The sediment pond was being
cleaned out during this discharge. This was a short duration, low flow discharge. Pond
maintenance was completed which included sediment removal and regrading of pond inslopes
and the embankment slopes. Third quarter surface and ground water monitoring has been
completed. This concluded our records review.

We began the field inspection at the Belina No.1 portals which have been deactivated along with
the ventilation fan on this pad. The permittee has done a good job recently of general site clean­
up and disposal. All facility areas were well maintained. We observed the recently reclaimed
waste rock pile which is also on the upper bench. The Belina No.2 mine remains active and this
bench contains the portals, fan housing, belt line, and coal stockpile. We observed sediment pond
4 which was frozen and snow covered. Grading work completed this summer on pond inslopes
was evident through snow cover. The old office location has been razed and removed from the
site. One small pile of concrete and debris remains to be hauled off site.
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We concluded the inspection with observations at the loadout. Sediment ponds were frozen and
snow covered. General site maintenance was good as reported above and the permittee has also
disposed of unnecessary bone yard materials. Surface water runoff was being controlled and the
entrance/exit to the loadout was well maintained. This concluded the inspection.

Please address any questions/comments concerning this report to Henry Austin at
haustin@osmre.gov or 303-844-1466.




