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SUMMARY:

White Oak's 98C amendment has been approved for removing the half-round culvert that
extends down the hillside below the Be1ina Haul Road. This half-round culvert has a long
history of maintenance problems, resulting in erosion problems below and alongside the culvert.
Sediment has been deposited at the toe of the slope below the culvert. This amendment is for
repairing and reclaiming the damaged hillside after the culvert has been removed.

TECHNICAL ANALYSIS:

OPERATION PLAN

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.22; R645-301-230.

Analysis:

Following removing the half-round culvert that extends down the hillside below the
Belina Haul Road, the hill slope will be repaired and reclaimed. Reparations will be done using
heavy equipment where possible; however, White Oak states that the majority of the reclamation
work will be done by hand.

There is a lack of soil resources for repairing the eroded and damaged hill slope. No soil
was salvaged during installation of the half-round culvert. White Oak has proposed two options
for soil resource to fill the footprint left by the culvert. The two topsoil options include:
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•
•

Topsoil from the small stockpile salvaged during site expansion in the late 1980's
Topsoil from the surrounding topography alongside the hillside, culvert depression.

White Oak's preference is to use the surrounding soils to fill and blend the depression
into the surrounding topography, which would unnecessarily create a much greater area of
disturbance on the steep out slope.

It is much easier to revegetate a disturbed topsoil stockpile than to revegetate a much
larger area of disturbance on the steep out slope hillside below the Belina haul road. The
Division recommends using the soil from the existing topsoil stockpile, or import soil from
another source. If soil is imported, the soil must be sampled and tested according to the
Division's Guidelines for Topsoil and Overburden.

Findings:

Information provided in the application is not considered adequate to meet the
requirements of this section of the regulations. The applicant must provide the following in
accordance with:

R645-301-333, The amendment must specify how, to the extent possible, using the best
technology available, the operator will minimize disturbance and adverse impacts to
the wildlife and the environment during reclamation of the hillside. Obtaining soil
from the surrounding half-culvert topography will unnecessarily create additional
disturbance to the steep hillside.

R645-301-233, The Division recommends using the soil from the existing topsoil
stockpile, or import soil from another source. If soil is imported, the soil must be
sampled and tested according to the Division's Guidelines for Topsoil and
Overburden.
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