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TECHNICAL

Date: October 18, 1999

Time: 8:10 to 9:15 AM

Mine: White Oak

File Number: ACT/007/00l, Folder #2

DOGM Staff: Paul Baker and Bob Davidson

Other Attendees: Vicky Miller

Purpose: To look at the area where the mine has removed a culvert and develop
recommendations for revegetation and· erosion control.

Observations: Along most of the area, there is some soil without excessive rock where we felt it
would be possible to establishvegetation; There is also some vegetation starting to establish in
part of the gully. There is some gravel and presumably salt coming over the edge from the haul
road. We saw salt crusts on the small wetland at the bottom of the hill.

Recommendations/Conclusions: The operator has proposed putting soil in the gully, but we
decided this soil would mostly end up at the bottom of the hill in the wetland and in the creek.
Instead, we recommended the operator use hand tools to roughen unvegetated areas then seed and
mulch them. Because the slope is so steep, the mulch would contain more tackifier than normal.
After our meeting, Pete Hess, the mine's inspector, suggested the operator plant grass plugs.

We talked about why there is so little vegetation in the wetland, and we came up with two
possible solutions. These are that the sediment has smothered the vegetation and that salt from
the road has decreased establishment.

The culvert has been removed and the inlet plugged, so no runoff from the road should come
down the hill. This should decrease the amount of erosion and the amount of sediment being
deposited in the wetland. To decrease the amount of gravel and salt coming off the road, the
operator proposed placing straw bales just outside the guardrail on the edge of the road. This
will not eliminate the problem, but it should reduce it. The operator intends to plant willows and
seed in the wetland, and with the reduced salt and sediment being added to this area, these should
be successful.
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Amendment 99B1 is a proposal to remove the culvert and stabilize and revegetate the area.
Based on our discussions, Ms. Miller intends to significantly revise and resubmit the amendment,
so the Division should return the amendment because it is deficient. In particular, the plan to
replace the topsoil should not be approved since it would likely be a waste of soil and would lead
to increased sediment in the wetland andin Eccles Creek.

Signature: -t-..::::.-~--ii-t--t--~--:-'~=-=--=---:----- on October 22, 1999

cc: Bob Davidson, Pete Hess, Daron Haddock
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