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Mr. T. G. Whiteside
Ode! Engineer
Valley camp of Utah. Inc.
Scofield Route
Helper. Utah 84526

Re: Belina Mine
POST MrNlNG RECLAMATI<D

Dear Mr. Whiteside:

I hav¢ your letter of <k:tober 4. 1983 J 'Which transmitted to me a copy
of Valley Camp of Utah. Inc. t s "Reclamation Plan: Post - M:in:hlg Lands Use Plan. tf

Consideration has hem given to the matters therein presented in a most ccmplece
and~ t way. My eemnents regarding this matter are set out below:

1. IN GmERAL. My ownership of lands wbi.ch are d:i.rectly involved :in
~ min1IJg operations concerned are in the northeast one-quarter of section 13.
in Township 13 South Range 6 East, SIM and in Sections 17, 18 and 19 in Township
13 South Range 7 East. Mi:ning operations extend ~sterly through my limds and
mt:o and under lands awned by the tlUted States of Jmerica and administered by
the thited States Forest Service ... Manti-laSal Nati.onal Forest. Grazing,
recreational, and wildl.i.fe use of my~ have an effect upon the adjacent
Natl.ona1 Forest lsnds and the same uses of such lands have an effect upon my
patented bods, descr1bed above and <Xl my addit:i.onal and adj$Cel1t patented lands.
My experience in the li:vestoQk grazing and wildli.£e management and f:lm.ting upon
t:b2 lands above descrl.bed, Wich are particularly involved :in f:he mining operation
of Valley Camp and upcn lands for several miles in every direct:ion therefrcm has
been for nr:r.r:e t:hm fift:y years, although my ownership of the lands directly
involved here has not been for that entire period of time.

. 2. 'l11E ReAD. Valley Camp bas consc:ucted a road fran the botterJ1 of
Eccles C'.anycn in Section 18 southward on a steep grade which appears to be an
approximately ten percent grade to the portals oft:he Belina ccmpla. At the
uppere~ of this road and adjacent to the said portals, wide terraces and
coal loading and haulfI1g facilities have been consttucted. No l:Oad has ever
existed through or upon the said three sectioos of land prior t:o the time Valley
QmJp constructed me said mad and related facilities. A dirt road, unimproved.
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CXMtmS AS TO IEA~ 'IHE EXIS'fIN:; ROl\I) AND 0lHER FACILlTIES INTAC!" UPC.It
'WE cn1PIEl'IOO OR~CN OF MINING 0PERAnCm.

The road ertemiing southward frem the bottan of the Eccles Canyon road up
to the Belina Mine canplex constitutes a ccmplete barrier to the tmWment of
dcmast:1e livcstoek &an one side of that toad to the ot:b2r because of the almost
perpendicular grade on the upper or \est si.d@ of this mad. My ownership of lands
is on both sides of this road. It coostitutes less of a baTrier to the game
anime' ~ wh:i.ch graze the area an both sides of the mad during the mmner season,
or fran appraximat:ely April 15 to the time it snows in this high country -
9,000 feet eleva.tial a.t the Belina Mine portal - beecme~ so deep that the animal.s
are unable ro travel or find forage sufficient to sustain themselves during the
winter ~ths. This Belina Mine mad is less of a canplete baxrier to the
lIDVSDetlt of the deer ar.d elk herds dJrinB the gr=ing season than it is ro t:he
danest:1.c livestock.

has existed for many years, located m the north si& of Eecles Crmyon, tmi.ch
flaws £roD Lhe 1lleSt tt> the east acd \irl.ch has its canfluence with M.1d or Pleasant
Valley Creek in Sectim 17, Township 13 South PaJge' 7 East:. 'Ibis dirt: mad is
CODl'leCted with a simi]ar type mad at t:ha wst 'botmduy of my pn>perties in
Range 6 East: aDd which leadS fran the point westerly in several. directions
t:hrougb the alxMHnent:icned naticnal forest. '!be sa1d road in the bottan of
Eccles Canyon has now been vastly impmved and surfaced by Valley camp and by
Coastal FDergy Crnpany. The said mad now constitutes a very substantial barrier
to the free and unobstn1cted IIDVaDellt of deer, elk, and dmest1c livestock -
sheep and cattle. Substantial~s of these animals have grazed these lush,
highly productive forage lsnds since this state was settled, or since approximately
the year 1880.

1. The eristing road hu been, during the current year, Unproved by
widening the surface of it at one important curve and the sane bas been hard
surfaced for its entire length. ntting the same period of time the road has
hem further :improved by the construction of a bard surface or gutter or other
suitable dJ:ajns to catch and carry rumff waters to metal allverts ~ch have
hem placed under the road surface and~ spill the water to the l~ si.de
of the road. Deep snows fall in this area • UDre than twenty feet in an average
winter. '!be waters lDlSt be diverted through these culverts at canparatively
close :int:ervals so that the vol.uae of water directed through than will not cause
~ivc emsion aDd so that the lowr or east side of the road will not becane
SO saturated as to cause wdslides upon this very steep side bill. These slides
w:n.il.d rip out all vegetative CXJVf!r incl\1ding trees. Canti.InJcuc s:tudy will need
to be given t:h1s very importsnt factor so as to be in a. position to 10xJw uore
fully than is DOW kDawn ~t erosion will result fran the handling of the waters
lIi1ich will aCCllDJlate along and above the road and ba 8Dptied t:brougb the said
culverts onto the soils adjacent on the lower side of the road.
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To SCl1E extent also, a detennination as to whether the road is to be left
intact: Yill depend upon wbac other b.11lcUngs aDd other Stl."UCtUreS at or near the
portal of the Be.l.ina canplex are to be left, in my e&Uership, and on t«1at
conditions the same might ;be left for use and mnership by myself or by my hefTS *
executors. or assigns, who are to have the same r.ighes as to all of the properties
hwolved herein as I have.

I do apPLow the plan of Valley Camp, Inc. II to revegetate the surface of
the areas adjacent to the road and adjacent to and aramd the facility near the
portal of the mines. li1ere Aspen trees have a reasonable chance to survive it is

. , urged. that they, in prefereI1C@ to evetgreellS, be P14"lted. Browse and grasses
lWSt be of a pereanial type and suited to the slopes involved and of species known
to reproduce in the UDst: satisfactory manner, cd dricll vill prorlde the game acd
danestic animaJs with maximJD forage of high quality.

A!:tenticn is allied to the fact tba.t the mining operations appear as of t:hiB
date to have developed underground 'Waters. wiUch are being plIDPed fran the mine
dcMl into the. canytl'l "Which extends to the east and northeB.st of the mine portals J

and ~cross ,-,idch canycn daI:D-J have been constructed by Valley GaDp to deposit the
sediments 'Which CaDI! fran the mine and which are washed into the ponds built far
the purpose of causing the sedimants to settle so that the stream which flows
~ dJis SD311 prist1nc canycn :!nto the Eccles C8nyon Creek will not be
polluted. It is uxged that upon the ter.mi1'1ation of mining operatiOns all waters
developed in the mine be siphoned aut of the mine and into the eanyan where the
84id ponds are now COODtrueted and that the said waters shall be 0'WJ.1Sd by myself
or by IllY successors~ beccme the owners of the surface of the lands now owned
by me.
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~ It is diff1cult, if not impossible, to make a deter:m:inatim as to
!J ~ther the %cad l10W in ex1St:ence sb?uld remain in~t at the temdnat:i.on or

caDpletial of mining operat:ions, Wicb lIBY not occur far twenty or tIDre years.
r'I Uses 1I1hicll may exist at that time for the use of the range. and far the '*l of
~ ~ sar:rwndfDg forest: aocl1:aDgE! lJmds my be, and undoubtedly will be, materially

altered fran ttie present uses made of the lands to~ the road pmvi.de.s access.

g With the -reservation· that the right to change or amend the decision herein
fran time to time as changed condit::i.ons may require, I appxove the proposal of

~ the 'Jalley Camp of Utah. hie.• that the mad imolved be left: intact.

the cannot foresee ~t condition this road will be in after five, ten,
fifteen or' twnt:y years.. A dete%DIina.t:i.on as to whether the road slDuld be leftg intaet upon the temination of mhJing operations will depend to sane considerable
eKtent upon the condition of the road as it exists at the time said operatim
t:erm1n:ate$ .
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Except for t:ha ~ DUd elide which bas occur:red on the lower side of the
%Old involved here at a pohtt near its junction with the Ecclea Caqym road, I
have no cauplaint with the ltmk Valley Camp has <ble in the CCJnStl."uetim. of the

. 1'Dad and of the other facllit1es. I consider than to have hem very well dane
with care.ful attmtim J.Iavmg been gtwn all of the factors - soils, .forage types,
and of pres8\t and~ rec:eatiDn, wildl.1fe and dallest1e livestock gra:dng.

Very truly yours,

~~
Milton A. 0Dan.

... ,
I Mr. Whiteside
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