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PINDINGS
‘Price River Coal Company
~_ Price . River Mine Complex
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"Application for Mining Plan and Permit Approval

The State of Utah and the Office of sSurface Mining (0SM) have
determined that the mining plan and permit application
Submitted on March 20, 1981, and updated through July 6,
1984, and the Permit with conditions are accurate and
complete and comply with the requirements of the approved
Utah regulatory Drogram, the Surface Mining Control ana

Reclamation Act (SMCRA), ana the Federal Langas Program
[786.19(a)]

The Utah Division of 0il. Gas and Mining (UDOGM) and the
Office of Surface Mining (0SM) have reviewed the permit
application and Prepared the technical ang environmental

asSsessment (TEA); and based on this have made the following
findirgs: : .

L. The applicant FIOposes acceptable practices for the
reclamation of disturbed lands. Vegetation will be
reestablished utilizing introducedé species which were
Successiully grown in this area pPrior to the onset of
Rining operations. UDOGM and OSM have detarmined that
reclamaticn, as required by the Act, can pe feasibly
accomplished under the mining plan. [786.19(b)]

OSM has determined that reclamaticn at the Price River

Mine Complex is technologically and econcmically feasible
under SMCRA. [Seckion 522(b) ] .

2. The cumulative hydrologic impacs: assessment (CHIA) for
o the Price River Mine Complex has been made by UDOGM ang

S AP OSM. and the operation has been designea to drevent any

material damacge to the hydrolcgic balance. an assessment
of mining operations in the vicinity c¢f sha Price River
mine showed that there are No active coal-mining
orerations upstream €Xcept for thoses that are isclated
from the Price River by Scofield 2eservoir, State lezses
exist upstream cf the mine, but mine nlans have not vet
been developed for these Sracts. Althouch scme mining
e@x1sSTs downstream on -he Price River, the ctmulative
hyarclogic inpacts near the Price River Mine Complex ars
expected to ke negligible. Due S0 the lack of other
ccal-mining orerations in the Price River basin =ha:

-
csulc potentially have any cumulazive impact cn -he local



. mina.

hYdrologié system, the cumulative impact area (CIA)

- includes only the PRCC complex lease and immediate area.
A summarization of findings follows: : = -

The surface water control Plan is sufficient to prevent
uncontrolled runoff from leaving disturbed areas within

‘the surface facilities sites. The chemical quality of

the surface water in the permit area is generally
alkaline with various parameters that have been found to
eéxceed water quality standards Or equivalent NPDES
criteria for discharge points, Primarily as a result of
coal and coal fines being allowea to wash into

‘Hardscrabble Canyon in the past. Although the water
-quality at the mine sites was declining prior to the
~implementation of surface water controls, current

monitoring data indicates that these controls are

-allowing the water quality to improve.

Reduction of flow of surface water will occur as a result
of evaporation from sediment ponds. The amount of waters
eévaporated is expected to be insignificant; however,

- there is a potential to reduce baseflow to the streanms by

less than one percent. An analysis of the amount of
grounc-water flow intercepted by mining represents only
0.6 to 0.9 percent of the Price River mean annual flow.
This intercepteq ground water potentially represents a
maximum of 56 percent of the water rights held by the
mine. Any diminution of baseflow can be replaced by the

During active mining, inflow into the mine from the
regional aquifer system is expected to be in excess orf
the natural recharge of the aquifer System, indicating
that water is being removed from storage. This will
result in a decrease in the hydrostatic head of the
Blackhawk/Star Point aguifer. Due to a lack of
potentiometric data. the loss of hydrostatic head cannot
be quantified. This water removed from ground-water
storage will eventually be replaced as recharge occurs.

Incremental increases in TDS and TSS constituent loads to
..receiving waters, based on comparing TDS values frem the

Blackhawk monitoring wells to water from abandoned mine

‘workings, are expected to be within established effluent

limitations. The impact is, therefore, considered to be
minimal.

Subsidence impacts to the area as a result of mining will
be controlled by limited extraction of coal in the mine.
under Price River and Willow Creek. Impacts to springs
and surfacs waters by subsidence are expected to be
minimal due to the amount of overburden and the fact that
there is no historical occurrence of subsidence in the
area.



been aesigned to prevent damage to the hydrologic balance
in associated Off-site areas [OMC 786.19(c); TEA.

Cumulative Hydrologic Impact Assessment]

After ;g?iewihgfﬁhe-deéériptiaa of the Proposed perait-
area, the 0sSM has Cetermined that the area is: - -

Not includé&“within dn area designated unsuitakle for
mining.-operations. . (UMC 762.11] Abri=3vs <138 . 090

-Not within an area-under study for designating lands

- Unsuitable for coal mining operations. (UMC 764 and

-~ 7651 '

2 6/y-300 133, 2/

Not on any lang Subject to the Prohibitions or

" limitations of 39 CFR 761.11(a) (national parks,

etc.)., 761.11(f) (public.buildings. etc.), and

C761.11(q) (cemeteries). + [786.19(d) (3)]

The Willow Creek facilities area is adjacent to the
Willow Creek Cemetery but beyond 100 feet frem the
Nearest border of the cemetery. The area is
Currently” used only for storage and a ventilation
System with an access road. The area was in
éxistence prior to 1977; therefore, the pProhibitions .
and limitations of 30 CFR 761.11(g) do not apply (see

letter from Price River Coal Company dated November

-~ 1983) . The cemetery will not be impacted by the
ACtivities at the Willow Creek site (see TEA. *Cultural
Resources®). fThe price Canyon Recreation Area.

.located at the north-central border of the propeseg

permit area, will most likely experience scme

~-Subsidence as a result of longwall mining underneath

the recreation area by the applicant. Ko Structural
damage is anticipated, ang subsidence effects are
GxFected to be minimal. The applicant is resgensible
for materia] damage to Structures or facilities
resulting fron Subsidence ‘and is tied to liability
under State of Utah law. The land flanagement agency
of this LeCreation area, the Bureau of Langd
Management, has consented to permit the apolicant to
mine under the Price Canyon Recreation Area (see BLM
letter cf concurrenca datagd February 2, 1984).
Concurrence Eetween BLM ang CSM allcwing the
arplicant to mine uncerneath the Price Canyvon

Recreation Area is in accorcance with UMC
761.11(a)(3).



d. Within 100 feet of the outside right-of-way of a
' public road. -The operations within 100 feet of
To° public roads existed prior to the passage of
~==- PL 95-87. [OMC.786.19(d)(4)1 .~

le.;‘Nothﬁiéﬁi£i306-féét:0f~§h occupied building.
-~ .-[UMC786.19(d) (5)]

£. Not unsuitable ip accordance with section 522(b) ana
(2) (3) of SMCRA.

4. O0SM's issuance of a permit and the Secretarial decision

on the Mineral Leasing Act plan are in compliance with
the National Historie Preservation Act ana implementing
regulaticns (36 CFR 800). The life~ocf-mine area includes

.4 Cameteary site that Leépresants the kncwn extent of

cultural resources sites in the vicinity of the permit
area. ([UMC 786.19(e); see Concurrence Letter section]

The applicant has the legal rigat to enter and begin
mining activities in the perait area. . [UMC 786.19(£)1

The applicant has submittag Procf. ana OSM's records

‘indicate. that prior violations of arblicable laws ang

regulations either have been corrected or were in the

‘Process of being corrected. [786.19(q): verified as of

May 17. 1984: personal ccmmunication with Steve Mart:iga,
os:., Albuguerque Pield Qfficas.

OSM's records confirm that all fees for the Abandcned
Mine Reclamation Pung have been paid. [OMC 786.19(h);
verified as of May 17. 1984; perscnal communicaticn with
Joanna Sanchez, OSM Albuguerque Pield Office. .

OSM records show that the aprlicant does not control and
has not controlleg mining operaticns with a demonstrated
pattern of willful violations of the Ac: of such nature,
duraticn, and with such resulting irreparable damage to
the envircnoment as to indicate an intent not to cemely
with the provisions of the Act. [786.19¢1) ; verifiegq as
of May 17. 1384; Personal communicaticn with Steve
Martin, Osxm Albugrergue Piald Qffica.

Ccal mining and reclamation ogerations =o Le perfcornmed
under the rpermit will nNot be inconsistent with Other
uncerground mines in the general vicinity of che Price
River Mine Complex. [786.19(3)1



10. The épplicant has provided evidence and OSM and UDOGM
\ : - . -have found that there are no prime farmlands in the
permi;_areat‘_[UMC,]86.19(1)]

1l. Negative alluvial valley floor (AVF) determinations have
: . been made for the drainages in the proposed permit area
-and life-of-mine area. Alluvial deposits along the
perennial streams will be not be disturbed further bv the
continuance of mining operations. Agriculture that does
occur downstream of the Price River Mine Complex
typically consists of small areas that rely on surface
water diversions from the Price River. The mine is not
. ©expected to affect this surface water source available
-~ to downstream users. [OMC 786.19(1)1

12. - The pProposed postmining land use for the permit area has
been approvea by UDOGM, OSM and BLM. [UMC 786.19(m) ]
13. UbOGM and OSM have made all specific approvals required

by the Act, the Utah regulatory prcgram and the Federal
-- Lands Program. [UMC 786.19(m) ]

l4. The proposed opefation will not affect the continued
existence of threatened or endangered species or result
|33‘600 —-in the destruction or adverse modification of their

critical habitats. [OUMC 786.19(0); letter from U.S. FPish
and Wildlife Service]

.(: 15. Procedures for public participation have complied with
requirements of the Act, the Utah regulatory program, the
Pederal Lands Pregram, and Council on Environmental
Quality regulations (40 CFR Part 1500 et seq). [30 CFR
741.21(a) (2) (ii); see Chronology of Events]

16. The applicant has complied with all other requirements of
applicable Federal laws and either has or has applied for
permits from the Environmental Protection Agency. o

-~ [30 CFR 74l.l7fd?l
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