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November 26, 1980

Mr. Cleon B.Feight, Director
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1588 West North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Jack:
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DIVISION OF
OIL, GAS & MiNING

In regard to Mr. James Smith's letter of October 27, 1980 concerning corres­
pondence about Price River Coal, Crandall Canyon Project, please be advised
that we consider this letter to be out of context. The first letter cited
(October 17, 1980 to Cleon Feight) is our response to a review for approval of
the wildlife part of a construction program for the above named project in
accordance with the memorandum of understanding between our agencies.

The second letter cited (October 15, 1980 to Mr. Hutchinson) is our comments,
solicited by Mr. Hutchinson, on a study of certain protected wildlife. It
simply outlines certain procedures which would have made the study results more
appropriate and valid. We commented only on the quality of the study. We did
not usurp Oil, Gas & Mining's authority to approve or disapprove either the
study or the mine plan.

The memorandum of understanding outlines agency responsibility. Oil, Gas &
Mining is the regulatory authority for the mine plan and results of studies
used in formulating a mine plan. Oil, Gas and Mining is not the regulatory
authority for studies on protected wildlife in Utah. (Article II, policy of
the memorandum of understanding.)

We do not believe it appropriate to withdraw our letter to Mr. Hutchinson, and
we encourage Oil, Gas & Mining to limit its responsibility to administration of
mine plans and'direct researchers on wildlife studies to Division of Wildlife
Resources for needed coordination and consultation regarding research
methodologies. We are not concerned with how the study results are used in the
mine plan so long as they are appropriate and valid. We believe Mr. Smith
should further evaluate the agencies' responsibilities as stated in Article II
of the memorandum of understanding.

Hopefully, Jack, this will clear up this misunderstanding; if not, give me a
call.

Sincerely,

~
Douglas F. Day
Director
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