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September 11,

Mr. Donald Crane, Regional Director
Office of Surface Mining
1020 15th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Dear Mr. Crane:

This letter is in confirmation of a telephone conversation
between Mr. John Nadolski of your staff and myself regarding
the construction of two mine shafts, and associated support
facilities, by Price River Coal.Company, a coal mining subsidiary
of American Electric Power. These facilities are to be known as
the Crandall Canyon facilities, and the facilities will be
located in Carbon County, several miles north of Helper, Utah.

Mr. Nadolski and I have previously discussed these
facilities during a meeting held in your office on August 5,
1980. During that meeting, it was determined that clarification
by the U.S.G.S. was required to determine whether or not
construction of these facilities could be considered as a minor
modification of the approved mine plan. As indicated in the
enclosed correspondence, such clarification was requested and
received from the U.S.G.S.

I have also sent under separate cover a document entitled,
"Request for Modification to the Present Mining Plan for No. 3
Mine, Price River Coal Company, Carbon County, Utah." This
document waS prepared to facilitate project approval by both
your Department and the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DOGM).

I have indicated to Mr. Nadolski that we are planning to
have a meeting with the DOGM staff during the week of September 15,
1980, and requested his attendance if possible and convenient.
He indicated he was planning to be in Utah during the week and
suggested September 17, 1980, as a possible meeting date with
the state. He also indicated he would like to visit the site and
suggested September 18 and 19, 1980 as convenient dates. Either
of these dates would be most acceptable.

As I indicated to Mr: Nadolski, the timely approval of this
proposed construction project is of up~ost interest to Price
River Coal Company to avoid any unnecessary operational curtail
ments and subsequent employment disruption.
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If I can be of any assistance during your review activities,
please advise.

Very truly yours,

AMERICAN E~ECTRIC POWER
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~~.~Davidson
Senior Project Engineer
Fuel Supply Department
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Enclosures

cc R.DAAiels, DQGM
K. Hutchinson, Price River Coal Company
J. Nadolski, Office of Surface Mining
File
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Office of the Area Mining Supervisor
Conservation Division

2040 Administration Building
1745 west 1700 South

Salt Lake City, Utah 84104

• •United States Department of the Interior
Z~l( ....
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Hr. K. B. Hutchinson, Qlief Engineer
Price River Coal Company
P.O. Box 629
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear I>lr. Hutchinson: '"

This is a reply to your letter of August 7, 1980, regardil19 the plans for
mine shafts in Robinson Gulch, Sowbelly, Price, Crandall, Barn, Dry and
Diamond Drill Canyons.

The mine plans received in this office on January 30, 1978, and approved on
February 9, 1978, for the No. 3 and No. 5 mines showed shafts in Bear Canyon
and Cranaall Canyon which were marked as not approved on the plan, a ropy of
which was returned to Braztah.

The need for the shafts to supplenent ventilation and access to the deeper
areas was recognized, but not submitted in sufficient detail to allow
consideration for .approval.

It was also recognized that the plans for the shafts \'oDuld be sul:::mitted to
OSH for approval ;,.;hen they 'Were finalized.

Sincerely yours,

·~:f:~
Area to'lining Supervisor
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August 7, 1980

PRiE RIVER COAL CDtAPANY
. . BOX 629 HElPER, UTAH 84526 (801)W-3411

t.~-

Mr. Jackson W. Moffitt
Area Mining Supervisor
U. S. Geological Survey
Conservation Division
2040 Administration Building
1745 West 1700 South
Salt Lake City, Utah 84104

Dear Sir:

When the original Braztah Corporation (now Price River
Coal Company) Minirig &Reclamation Plan (211) was submitted,
shafts from the surface were indicated in various locations.
The locations were our best guess at that. time of where the
shafts might be needed - i.e., Robinson GUlch; Sowbelly, Price,
Crandall, Barn, Dry and Diamond Drill Canyons.

Your office did not approve any of the shafts, and you
indicated that a separate application would have to be sub
mitted, giving the details of the shaft construction, e.g.,
exact location, size, surface disturbance, etc.

Would you please confirm that the possibility of future
shafts from the surface has been addressed as I hClve indicated
in paragraph 1. This confirmation would greatly facilitate
clearance on our Crandall Canyon shafts, which should be
started this fall, if at all possible. We believe that these
shafts could then be handled as a minor rnodificatioll to an
approved mining plan, since we are now submitting detailed 
plans and specs. for shafts indicated in our original submissioll.

Very trUly yours,

PRICE RIVER COAL COMPANY
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K. B. Hutchinson
Chief Engineer
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