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Mr. Donald A. Crane, Regional Director
Office of Surface Mining
Region V
Brooks Towers
1020 Fifteenth Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

RE: Variance for Cross Drains
Price River Coal Company
ACT/007/004
Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Crane:

Enclosed please find (5) five copies of a letter submitted to the Division
from Price River Coal Company requesting a variance from the Surface Mining
Provisions requiring the placement of cross drains in the Sowbelly Gulch access
road.

The Division would request your review and comment by December 17, at
which time we would like to return our comment.

If you have need of any additional information or questions, please
contact us.

~c;:~~
D. WAYNE HEDBERG
RECLAMAIIONHYDROLOGIST
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PRI. RIVER COAL CO~ANY
P.o. BOX 629 HElPER, UTAH 84526 (801)472~3411

November 19, 1980

State of Utah
Department of Natural Resources
DiVision of Oil, Gas, and Mining
1588 West North Temple.
Salt lake City, Utah 84116

Attention: Mr. James W. Smith, Jr .
. Coordinator of Mined Land Development

Re: Request for Variance

Gent lemen:·

Price River Coal Company requests a variance from the Surface Mining
Provisions requiring the placing of cross drains in the Sowbelly Gulch access
road.

Historically, drainage along this road has been maintained on both sides
of the road to its junction with Spring Canyon - at this point, both drain
ages merge into Spring Canyon.

Placing cross drains in this road will only serve to break up an
established road bed, which will Cause more erosion, as well as increasing
the cost of drainage control and final reclamation.

Current plans call for phasing out operations in Sowbelly in about four
years.

·.In view of the above facts, Price River Coal Company asks for favorable
consideration of this request.

Very truly yours,

PRICE RIVER COAL COMPANY

..~

Chief Engineer
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