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July 1, 1981

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 201533
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. James W. Smith, Jr.
Coordinator of Mined Land Development
State of Utah
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
1588 West North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Mr. Smith:

In reference to your June 19, 1981 directive concerning
raptor protection on power lines and the promised July 1, 1981
enforcement action, I submit this letter addressing UMC 817.97.
Price River Coal Company has taken the following steps to address
raptor protection on existing pre-law power lines:

1. Reviewed REA Bulletin 61-10, Environmental Criteria for
Electric Transmission Systems (USDA, USDI; 1970) and
Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on Power
Lines (Raptor Research Foundation; 1972).

2. Made efforts to establish the control and ownership of
various power lines on our Mine Plan Area.

3. Began a foot and vehicle survey of suspect lines to
locate poles which pose raptor hazards because of
configuration.

4. Contacted the Division of Wildlife Resources for in
formation as to raptor usage or likely usage of
hazardous poles.

Our addressing of UMC 817.97 in this manner should generate,
in the near future, the following:

1. A map showing locations, voltages and ownerships of all
power lines on our M.P.A.

2. A map indicating the location of all raptor hazard
poles over which Price River has control.
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3. A cost estimate fo.r .replacement or modification of
hazardous poles as needed.

An actual mitigation plan,. including pole replacement of modifi
cation, will only be developed and implem.ented if absolutely
required by the Regulatory Authority.

I hope this letter has sufficiently addressed UMC 817.97 to
avert enforcement action.

Dncere~lY'. I

~·A· /
Robert L. Wiley -.,.
Environmental Engineer
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cc: K. B. Hutchinson
E. L. Haub
Michael Keller, Attorney at Law




