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Mr. Kenneth B. Hutchinson
Price River Coal Company
76 South Main
P.O. Box 629
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear Hutch:
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As per your request the Division has reviewed Janet Young's 1981 report pre
pared ·from a ;t"aptor survey for the Crandal Canyon site. As you know we re
viewed a similar report prepared by Ms. Young for 1980 and provided comments·
as per your request on October 15,1980. It is assumed from comments and
data provided in each report that the surveys were intended to evaluate the
presence of any avian species having high federal interest pursuant to 43
CFR 3461.1.(0-1). (Telephone communication with your office on June 19, 1981
verified this assumption to be correct.)

In summary our recommendations relative to the 1980 report were as follows:
(1) Conduct needed survey of habitats that will be physically impacted due
to development and upgrading of the access road to the Crandal Canyon facili
ties for the determination of the presence of high interest species and their
high priority habitats. (2) In relation to raptors the report should identify,
if located, active as well as inactive nests. In the field work would require
at a minimum survey .attempts!n late March, mid-April, mid.-May and early June.
(3) Determine thepresenceofhigh~priorityhabitats for avian species having
high federal interest that are proxi~l to the portal facility and transmission
line.

In reference to reconnnendations 1 and 3, the 1981 repo-r't failed to address all
of the avian species that have been determined to have high federal interest.
Of twenty-two such species fifteen could inhabit the Wasatch Plateau. The mine
plan area provides potential habitat for only nine of these species--bald eagle,
golden eagle, peregrine falcon, Cooper'a hawk, flammu1ated owl, great blue
heron, band-tailed pigeon, black swift and western bluebird. In reference to
recommendation 2, the 1981 field work failed to sample in May, thus the report
is lacking in data for that period.

Hutch, inorder to assess potential impacts of the Crandal Canyon development
on avian species that have high federal interest, Price River Coal Company needs
to have a wildlife biologist conduct the appropriate survey along the proposed
electric transmission line. Your Company should demand an adequate report
from the consultant. Such survey needs to be done immediately inorder to eval
uate the late spring-early summer nesting activity of raptors. We are especial
ly concerned for use of the area by Cooper's hawks. The prairie falcon may also
be nesting in the cliff areas during this period.
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June 19, 1981
Mr. Kenneth B. Hutchinson

Due to the progress of development at the portal site there is now no prac
ticality for assessment of potential impacts on avifauna in that area. Ms.
Young's 19&Oand 1981 work ade~\.1ately appraised reviewers of the situation
as it related to raptors, but was deficient relative to other birds that have
high federal interest.

In regards to the access route in Crandal Canyon the 1981 report adequately
assesses the situation as it relates to raptors. If final construction of
the road will not significantly change its now existing alignment there would
be no need for additional survey to assess other avifauna having high federal
interest. If the alignment "will be changed then services of a wildlife biolo-
gist will need to be secured to evaluate just non-raptorial species that have
high federal interest.

Thank you for the Company's concern for the wildlife resource and an oppor
tunity 'to provide comment.
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