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• February 26, 1981

Memo to Coal File:

RE: Crandall Canyon
Price River Coal Company
ACT/007/004
Carbon County, Utah

DATE:
TIME: -.-'
~_.

WEATHER:
COMPANY OFFICIALS:
STATE ,.'OFFICIALS:
ENFORCEMENT ACTION:

February 4, 1981
9:00 a.m.
Clear, Mild
Rob Wiley, Gene Raub
Joe Helfrich, Tom PortIe, Sandy Pruitt

STATE: #81-3-2-6, issued February 4, 1981
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Compliance with Permanent Performance Standards

A complete quarterly inspection was conducted at the Crandall Canyon
devel~pment area as required by 30 CFR, Chapter VII, Subchapter L, 840.11(b).

771.13(3) Continued Operation Under Interim Permits

~rice River Coal is developing Crandall Canyon in accord to stipulations
which,supplement an interim approval for the No. 3 Mine.

A~ the time of the walking tour, an area immediately west of Highway 6
was being used as a storage yard for approximately six house trailers and a
diesel tank. The area in question was not included in their mine plan. This
warranted the following State violation:

No.1 of 6, 40-10-9(1), Utah Code Annotated, 1953

Failure to obtain a permit pursuant to an approved mining and reclamation
program.

Remedial Action: Obtain an approved permit pursuant to an approved mining and
reclamation program.

Abatement Deadline: 8:00 a.m., March 6, 1981.

771.19 ~omp1iance With Permits
,;

Price River Coal Company (PRC) has approval from the Division to develop
Crandall Canyon area to a limited extent. This approval is based on a number
of stipulations and clearly defines both the activity which is approved and
the sequence of development events which PRC is to adhere to. These stipulations
are in.---8ddition to PRC's MOdification to the Present Mining Plan for the No •. 3
Mine.
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It was evident at the time of the inspection, that aSM stipulations
detailed in a letter to Mr. Hutchinson dated December 12, 1980, were not
being adhered to with respect to the sequence of development activities.
PRC was to accomplish their diversion control and implement their temporary
sediment control structures prior to beginning shaft construction.
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Topsoil was initially moved to an area on t-he west end of the main pad
near what is considered an archeological site. PRC felt that this area was
no longer suitable and at the time of the.. -inspection, movement of the topsoil
was in progress. The receiving site was not indicated in the approved plan.
It is located approximately 100-200 yards above the egress area. A State
violation was written with regard to these occurrences. It is as follows:

No. 2 of 6, UMC 771.19

Failure to comply with terms and conditions of approved permit.

Remedial Action: Implement topsoil removal, diversion and sediment control
methods in sequence proposed in approved mine pfan.

Abatement Deadline: No later than 8: 00 a.m., March 6, 1981.

It should be noted that PRC was required to meet additional design criteria
for these ponds to satisfy the Utah Code of Wastewater Disposal Regulations.
This process, while it may have delayed PRC from'imp1ementing the required
structures, does not excuse them from operating in accordance with their approved
plan and attached stipulations.

817.11 Signs and Markers

A sign bearing the required information was posted at the access to the
mine.

The following signs were not as yet posted as required under the Permanent
Program Performance Standards:

1. Perimeter markers. ,--
2. Buffer zone markers (diversion still under construction).
3. Blasting signs when required. -
4. Topsoil markers upon completion-of relecation.

It is expected that these items will be available on-site prior to the
next inspection.

...-~- ,.

817.13 Casing and Sealing of Exposed UndergrounQ_Openings

There are to date no underground openings in the Crandall Canyon
developmentarea.,
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817.21 Topsoil: General Requirements

Mr. Wiley indicated that between one and three feet of topsoil had been
removed from the disturbed area.

In addition to this, the development of the powder magazine storage area
employs terraces. These we located north of the main pad. The lower most
of these terraces had not had the topsoil removed at the time of the inspection.
Mr. Wiley committed to removing this soil.

In Mr. Hutchinson's letter to Don Crane and Jim Smith dated September 24,
1980, he committed to sampling the soil and performing soil tests. I contacted
Mr. Raub by phone on February 11, 1981, to determine if this had been done. ~

Mr. Raub replied that it had no.t and committed to doing so as soon as possible.

Mr. Wiley indicated that they would probably bypass planting annual
barley and instead establish a permanent stand utilizing a BLM seed mixture
when seeding topsoil. ~

817.22 Topsoil

The topsoil on the proposed egress area had not been removed prior to
surface disturbances. The following State violation was written as~a result:

No. 3 of 6, TIMe 817.22(a)

Failure to remove topsoil from areas to be affected by surface operations
prior to surface disturbance.

Remedial Action: Remove, segregate, stockpile and protect topsoil.

Abatement Deadline: 8:00 a.m., March 6, 1981.

817.43 Diversion and Conveyance of Overland Flow

At the west and north end of the main construction pad, a 96" culvert
was being installed during the inspection. It was intended to divert the
undisturbed drainage from under the pad.

817.44 Hydrologic Balance: Stream Channel Diversions

A diversion is planned at the western end (upper pad) of Crandall Canyon
to permit the construction of a workshop-warehouse facility.

-.

.,;

817.45 Sediment Control Measures

Crandall Canyon Proposed Egress

This area was previously described in 771.13(3) and 817.22. There was
no run-off or sediment control for this area. This resulted in the following
State violation:
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No. 4 of 6, 817.45

Failure to construct sediment control methods to prevent, to the extent
possible, additional contributions of sediment to stream flow or to run-off
outside the permit area.

~ Remedial Action: Construct sediment control methods to prevent, to the extent
possible, additional contribution of sediment to the'stream flow or to runoff
outside the permit area.

Abatement Deadline: 8:00 a.m., March 6, 1981.

Crandall Canyon Development for No. 3 Mine

As previously detailed in 771.19, PRC was not mining in accordance with
their agreed stipulations. Sediment control was to have preceded development
of the shaft. Because of this, State violation No. 5 of 6 was written.

The violation was worded identically to the above violation (No.4 of 6).

:::. 817.52 Surface and Ground ~vater Monitoring

A plan prepared by Vaughn Hansen was available at the minesite.

There was some question as to'''ihether the affect on surface water quality
above and below the disturbed area was being adequately monitored.

Data was available upon request.

NPDES permit No. UT-0023056 has been amended to include future discharge
points in Crandall Canyon. There were three discharge points proposed at
the time of the modification. Since then, the plan has been revised to
utilize only two sediment ponds •

.817.54 Water Rights

i\
I

PRe has approval from the Division of Water Rights.

817.57 Stream Buffer Zones

PRe has yet to complete their approved stream relocation.

Buffer zone signs have not been posted for the same reason as above •
...-,..-"'

__- 817.61 Explosives

There was no blasting currently underway at the development area.
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817.71 Waste Disposal

PRC disposes of any excess waste in Schoolhouse Canyon.

817.97 Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Values

No power lines have been constructed to date.

817.111 Revegetation

As previously mentioned, Mr. Wiley has committed to establishing a
permanent stand of vegetation on the topsoil stockpile.

>~r. 5~

Several highwall..areas hav~~ rest.ilted from construction activity. These
areas will require revegetation 'in a ~imely manner.

An area north and above the lower pad has been cleared of vegetation.
It is sloped down to the pad and wi1~not be used for any surface facilities.
This area requires prompt revegetation.

:. .-
817.171 Roads: Class III: Location_

In the process of moving the topsoil stockpile, PRC forded a stream.
The following State violation resu1t~d from this:

No.6 of 6, 8l7.l7l(b)(c)

Fording a stream without Division approval.

Remedial Action: Do not ford stream without Division approval.

Abatement Deadline: 8:00 a.m., February 9, 1981. (To allow sufficient time
for topsoil relocation.)

Immediately for upper stream ford.

817.176 Roads: Class III: Restoratjon

Mr. Helfrich requested tha~Mr. ~iley determine the status of the road
adjacent to the topsoil stockpile. IL this road is no longer in use, it
will require reclamation.

THOMAS L. PORTLE J L~
RE~MATION OFFICER

cc: Tom Ehmett, aSH
Rob Wiley, Price River Coal

TLP/btm
Statistics: '

See Hiawatha memo for statistics.
A & E Grant
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