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November 24, 1982

Inspection Memo \t- 1
to Coal Fi Ie *

RE: Price River Coal Company
Price River Coal Complex
ACT/007/004
Carbon County, Utah

On July 22, 1982, Division Inspector David Lof visited the above mentioned
minesite. The purpose of the visit was to perform a follow-up inspection to
determine the status of NOV N82-4-5-l, and several areas of concern discussed
with the operator during the July 8, 1982'inspection. Mr. Lof was accompanied
on the inspection by Rob Wiley of Price River Coal Company (PRCC).

The operator has continued to remove topsoil/subsoil fram the upper area
of Crandall Canyon and haul the materials down to the Gravel Canyon storage
area. Since the July 8, 1982 inspection the operator had better established a
channel through the area and had initiated the construction of undisturbed
drainage channels along the perimeter ,of the area.

On June 23, 1982, NOV N82-4-5-1 was issued to PRCC for failure to maintain
Crandall Canyon sediment pond. During the July 8, 1982 inspection, the
operator had a large backhoe on site which had started to clean out the upper
cell of the sediment pond. The operator was reminded at that time that the
abatement date was July 13, 1982. At the time of this inspection both cells
of the sediment pond had been cleaned out, but were once again starting to
rapidly fill with sediment. In order to try and alleviate some of this
problem, the operator was pumping water from the sediment pond into a tanker
trUCk and hauling it down to Castlegate sediment pond all. Since the pond was
not discharging and the operator ·claimed that the cleaning of the ponds had
been completed on July 12, 1982, NOV N82-4-5-l was terminated effective July
12, 1982.

During the July 8, 1982 inspection, NOV N82-4-7-1 was issued for failure
to maintain sediment control measures to prevent to the extent possible
additional contribution of sediment to stream flow or runoff outside of the
permit area. There were four (4) areas which this NOV addressed. The first
area was the extreme eastern end of the Crandall shaft site, east of the #2
Shaft hoist house. There was no means for controlling the disturbed area
runoff in this area and preventing it from leaving the permit area. Mr. Wiley
explained that the problem stemmed from the construction of the new Crandall
Canyon sediment pond and that a dike was to be constructed as part of the
sediment pond which would alleviate this problem. At the time of this
inspection, the dike had not been constructed. The operator was asked to
install a temporary straw bale dike to provide some treatment for any
potential disturbed area runoff until the earthen dike was completed. The
second portion of the NOV had to do with a berm in the undisturbed diversion
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just south of the #2 Shaft. The benn had not been reestablished. The third
part of the violation addressed an undisturbed diversion to the north east of
the explosive magazines. Again, at the time of this inspecton, the
undisturbed diversion had not been reestablished. The fourth portion of this
violaton addressed the disturbed area adjacent to the stream channel
immediately below the lowest multi-plate stream crossing (the old yarding
area). A berm had been established along the lower stream channel diversion
and the operator had finished rip-rapping the stream channel diversion below
the multi-plate. The inspector also noted that more rip-rap was needed above
the multi-plate. The operator agreed to finish the rip-rapping of this area
prior to the next monthly inspection •.

While discussing the first portion of NOV N82-4-7-l, with the operator,
the inspector noted that there was a need to establish controlled conveyance
of the undisturbed runoff from the drainage south of the #2 Shaft, down off
the hilfiker wall into the stream. This was discussed wi th Mr. Wiley who
agreed to submit plans concerning this problem within three (3) weeks.

The operator had completed the recontouring of the topsoil stockpile
located near the junction of the mine access road with State Highway 6 as
requested during the July 8, 1982 inspection.
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