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'It>I, r)tah Senior Project Manager, <EM, Q!nver
"Attn: !'tr. raw M<Jxwell

'.i1'lrough: Chief I Branch of Beli,(l Hinerals

FrOl\": teputy state Director, Hineral Resources

[:ubject: Price niver Coal Company, Price River
COff\plex, carbon COunty, Utah, Hining
and Reclamation Plan (f~P)

As stated in our letter dated' JUly 29, 1983, the subject plan, I'll:l\>l on £11e in
this office, ie adequate for our Mministration end is in CXJfDPliance with the
30 CFR l.U.I0{b) rules, effective August 30, 1982. 'lhe plan is desigN!d to
achieve w,a.ximUln econofPic recovery 'of the resource wi thtn the limits of the
equiprient .mi technolo.jY presently being used. we recO!'!!llend approv61 of the
underground reining pl~n r..art of the MFP plan permit: application f.$:kage
(PAP) •

Recently, r~bby PJ.ch-ardson, consul t!lnt to OSM, ~nver, contacted us and said
she was concerned about the first mining of five seams of ~1 ll1der t:he Price
Fiver corridor. If she 11i!ld to approve the plan at this time me l«)Uld only
awrove the issllsnee of amininq ~rmit tor to.he !:ottom seam (But)"").

In our review of the wine plan, we have determined that a corridor or safety
zone hasooen designed to protect enc minimize sur.face iftpcts along the Price
River within which only limited mining will be e-.pproved. Parts of five
minable seems will be first mined \1ith pillars oriented to te s~rimpc)EiE'd in
the vertical d:i.rection. Mining in the corridor. wUlconform with typical
~:mtry and room and Fillar syste.l'NS that have teen approved by the M!neHealth
and Safety Administration (MSP.A) for the Price I~1ver COllI Company ~Pplan.

In all of thes~ mining lnethoos, more t.han 50 ;Jercent of the coal by Mea will
be left t.!S supportinq pil.lars following first mining.

'!he B£}~,' Division of Mineral Reeources are rcccmnendi"9, BE t:lt~t:ed in the
first pgragraph of this letter, tJ:at thE' PriCE? Piver COal company r.e allowed
to beqin mining under the Price Piver safety corridor oM) shoWn on the maps
included in the subjl!"Ct. ~fJ'1P plan. 'Jhe c:plrations \;;Ulbe field inspected ty
erM, Nvision of Nineral Resources' rnininq r:cr~onnel at least once on e
quart~rly oo8is. '!'he inspectlonc will involve discusslonf3 relative totbe
geologic and :uining conditionE: ~ing encountered ,,00 to the basic principals
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of multir;le ream. minlnq, with ~articular er,ct 'l{;;sis in t;'~oPrice PJve'r £,,o.fety
corridor. fhould rrodifications he reouirlC'l!}, tbe BTn vil! .be. f.Ctiw?ly i.wolved
i.n allmo11fications or necesCi'1ry ch.."trv:,es tbat follovi. ?'·1J. l"'<X'lificationf' or
chc.'lngefl to the In''\der·.~:TOl1r)d n',inin,] plan f!'lU~~t be sllt~dtted to th: FIn .for
awroval. P>t,:provals of 3ny 'xyHfications t",ill 00 bt'tsed on SQunt'1 basic
en<jineerin'J COOOH:tS an(l experienced exrerti,,*, \-,hieb \:111 assure: thE' jntegrity
of the corri.dor. In our orini.on,. mining DD (lescriber1 ahove ~.d.ll not :hBve an
iror.:e.ct on the Gurface or Burf9.ce values in m? Price liver ,~t:ety conl('eX'.
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