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DIVISION OF
0;L GAS & MINING

October 3, 1983
Memor andum ,-

Tos . utah Senior Project Manager, CBM, Denver
~Aaktn: Mr. Dave Maxwell .

Through: Chief, Branch of 8clid Minerals
Froms Deputy State Director, Mineral Resourceg

fubject: Price River Coal Company, Price River
Complex, Carbon County, Utah, x:ining
- and Reclamation Plan (MEP) ‘

As mtated in our letter dated July ?9, 1983, the subject plan, now on file in
thic office, ir adequate for our administration and is in compliance with the
30 CFR 211.10(k) rules, effective August 30, 1982, The plan is designed to
achieve maximum econowic recovery of the resource within the limits of the
equirment and technology pregently heing used. We recommend approval of the
underground wining plsn part of the ¥EP plan permit appllcafion package
(FATY).

Recently, Debby PRichardson, consultant to OSM, Denver, contacted us and said
she wag concerned ahout the first mining of five seamz of ccal wnder the Price
Fiver corridor, If she had to approve the plan at this time che would only
approve the lesuvance of a mining permit for the hottom geam (Sub~3).

In our review of the wine plan, we have determined that a corridor or safety
zone has been desioned to protect an? minimize surface impacts along the Price
River within which only limited mining will he zpproved. Parts of five
minable seams will be firzt mined with pillsrs oriented to be suparimposed in
the vertical direction, tning In the corrider will conform with typical
entry and room and pillar systems that have been aporowed by the Mine Health
and Safety Adwinistration (MSFR) for the Frice River Coal Company MBF plan.
In &ll of these mining methods, more than 50 percent of the coal by area will
be left a8 supporting nillars following first mining, '

The BIM, Division of Mineral Resources are recomerding, a2z steted in the
first paragraph of this letter, that the Price River Ceal Company be allowed
to hegin mining under the Price Plver safetv corridor as shown on the maps
inclwvded in the subject ¥FP plan, The operations will bhe field inspected v
pIM, TMvision of Mineral Resources' mininc rersormel at least once on &
quarterly basig. 7The inspectiong will involve discussions relative to the
geologic emd amining conditions beino encountered and 4o the basic principals
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of multirle seam mining, with rarticular @rchesls in the Trice Fiver safetv
corridor. ¢Shouldé modifications e remiired, the BIM will ke activelv involved
in all medifications or recessary chanoes that follow, Bl redifications or
changes to the wndercround wining plan muet bhe sultwitted to the FIN for
amproval.  Aooprovals of any rodifieations will e based on sound hasic
enagineering corcentg and experienced exyertise vhich will assure the inteority
of the corridor. In owr opinion, mining oo described asbove will not have an
impect on the surface or surface valueg 1n the Price biver safety corrider.
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