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Memorandum

•
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER(k
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab Distri ct

Alt:,

IN REPLY REFER TO,

3400
(U-066)

Center Administrator, Office of Surface
To Mining, Denver, Colorado
Attention: David Maxwell
FROM District Manager, r~oaD

1.

2.

SUBJECT: Mine Plan Review - Price River Company's No.3 and 5 Mines

You have requested a letter of concurrence for approval of subject mine
plan as a follow-up oj our memo dated May 15, 1981, along with comments
on lands identified as unsuitable under Section 522 of SMCRA.

The unsuitability criteria were applied in 1979 through a land use plan
supplement. The area included in the land use plan was unleased Federal
coal and nonproducing Federal leases. The results, as they affected the
nanpraducing Federal leases included in subject mine plan, were:

The ri ghtsooof-way held oy the Utah Department of Transportation_~~1:-i~;--:;~:,.
(U-0l40642; Highway 61 and D&RGti Railroad (SL-034773; railroa~;'.'
were found to be unsuitabl e for coal mining. An exception art',;.! _._,.-.' .,j':i•.
exemption was not appl ied. (f'J j3~riJj~

'.. ' , '~

Where golden eagle nests are found in the future, surface C\ ~g6\EJ{\
disturBances will not occur within 0.25 or 0.5 miles of the .cc2 ..-t'
nest wh.en surface disturbances would be below or above the nest,~C;iC'9GS(,''-'
re.specti vely.

3. Surface disturbances will not be allowed on elk critical winter
range during tile period November 1 through May 15.

4. Where elk calving areas are identified in the future, exploration
activities would not De allowed during the period June 1 through
July 15.

In accordance with regulations effective August 30, 1982 (43 CFR 3461),
the BU1 no longer lias the responsibility of applying the unsuitability
criteria to leases issued prior to July 19,1979; however, OSM does apply
the mandatory criteria found in Section 522(e) of SMCRA as well as the
AVF criterion in Section 51 O(b )(5) and consi ders the recorrrnendati ons of
the sr~/-\. Therefore, the results of the 1979 BLM plan, in regards to the
leases issued prior to July 19, 1979, are no longe"r binding for subject
mine plan approval" However, protection of rights-of-way and wildlife
habitat remains a concern of BLM and OSM should ensure these values are
protected. We recommend that mining be allowed to proceed under the
aforementioned rightswof-way to the extent that the integrity of the right
of-way would not be impacted. The principal wildlife concerns would be
protected with the above stipulations.

In regards to Federal Lease U-25683, issued December 1, 1979, the 1979
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plan did identify the entire lease area as elk critical winter range with
the area identified as suitable for leasing subject to a protective
stipulation. The below stipulation was placed on the lease agreement and
would also be appropriate for a condition to mine plan approval for this
particular lease area.

In order to protect deer and elk in their winter range, exploration,
drilling and other surface operational activity will be allowed only
during the period from May 15 to November 1. Exceptions to this.
limitation in any year may be specifically authorized in writing by
the Authorized Officer through the Mining Director.

With the protecti on of the rignts-of-way and wi 1dl i fe habi tat/~ outl ined
above, we grant our concurrence for the approval 0 subject m·ine pl an.
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