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November 7, 1983

Mr. Robert Wiley
Price River Coal CcmJpany
P. o. Box 629
Helper, Utah 84526

• Scott M. Matheson, Governor
Temple A. ReynOlds, Executive Director
Dr. G. A. (Jim) Shirazi. Division Director

RE: Price River O::mplex
x:r/OO7/004, Folder No. 2
Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Wiley:

'Ihe following is the assignment of the ca::lpliance schedule for processing
the permanent program pm:m:i.t applicad.ons for the Price River CaDplex,
Acr/OO7/f1J4.

On June 13, 1983, we notified you that the Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
and the Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DCGf) had adopted a joint:
reviewm~~SS and provided you with a schedule for review of your application
for a and reclamation pemit UDder the Utah State program, and for a
~ plan under the authorlty of the Secretary of the Interior. Since that
date, both agencies have experienced serious problens in obtaining the
necessary infomation in a timely manner to meet the schedule. 'n1erefore, we
have developed a Dm'e detailed sc:hedule which is enclosed.

In order to ccmplete the administrative review and decision process by the
deadline, aiM and IX:G1 have established a more detailed compliance schedule
(see enclosure). 'Ibis schedule recognizes that since Dece:l:b!r 11, 1981 all
existing mines in Utah have continued to operate under the administrative
delay provision of l.H': 771.l3(b), which provides for continued~ under an
existing pemit while IXnf and CQf process each pexmit application. Because
the right to operate uaier nini strative delay is not intended to continue
indeft nitely, the assigned ccmpliance schedule for the Price River Complex
provides that by November 28, 1983, OSM and OCGM will proceed to render an
initial decision under the Utah State program based upon the infomation
avail able at that time.
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The permit application materials that have been submitted as of this date

must be 8ugmented. A public notice pursuant to atc 786.l1(a) must be
plJbl1shed after submittal of the additional material. 'Iherefore, this permit
application review schedule is already in jeopardy.

'!be caupliance schedule assumes that all Findings of Canpli.anc:e (tMC
786.19) will be based upon a canplete and accurate permit application. It is
your responsibility to assure that your application meets these requirements.
Because the deadline indicated in the attached schedule is rapidly approaching,
there is only limited time for you to demonstrate ccmpliance with applicable
regulations. <bDpliance is necessary to enable C5M and 0CG1 to make the
required findings prior to the issuance of atri permit. If, on the date
established in the ccmpliance schedule, your application is detendned not to
be adequate to meet the program requirements, you will have failed to satisfy
the requixements of t)tC 771.13(b) (1), 786.19(a) and your compliance schedule
w, therefore, your application will be disapproved. '!be authority to
operate UDder administrative delay pursuant to UMC 771.l3(b) is available only
until IXXM and OSM issue its initial administrative decision. 'Iherefore, upon
noti ft cation of a disapproval based on not meeting the program requirements,
your authority to continue operations under ac1ministrative delay will
tenniMte. '!he authority to conduct surface coal mining operations
subsequently will be dependent upa1 the approval of a ccmplete and accurate
permit application UDder OSM's Federal land Program sod the Utah State program.
when all information has been provided to a;M and lXJQ1.

If the infomation subDitted· satisfies your compliance schedule, you will
be notified to begin public notice of fili.ng of the application. lX:Gf and OSM
will evaluate your application to detetmine if it caDplies substantively with
the petmittfDe requirements SDd will then prepare its written Findings of
Ccmpliance with the permitting regulations. In addition, CSM will detemi.ne
whether other appropriate Federal statutes aDd regulations have been satisfied
and will prepare NEPA caupliance docuDents in order to t"eCCIIIIIIeDd approval or
disapproval of the mini~ plan. If, at any point in the technical review JXn1
am OSM detenn1ne that the mquirements for ace or more F1Jx11ngs of CompU.snce
have not been met and any required infcn:mation cancot be obtained fran the
applicant under the caupliance schedule, a decision to disapprove the pemit
application will be lDBde without further supplenenting or processing of the
application.

'!he attached schedule shows the mininl'n tiD! required to complete the
review process. rx:Di and OSM will not be able to consider any changes or
submittals that would delay this schedule.
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Upon receipt of this letter, please contact Dianne R. Nielson (SOl)

533-5771, or Allen Klein (303) 837-5421 to discuss this matter further.

Sincerely

~R.'yL~~
Dianne R. Nielson
Director
Utah Division of Oil,
Gas and Hi ning

Allen D. Klein
Administrator
Western Technical Center

mN/jvb

Ft1closure

cc: Scott M. Matheson, Governor, Utah
James R. Harris, OSM

.Allen D. Klein, OSM
Robert Hagen, (EM
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<D1PI.WD: SCHEnJLE

Price River Coal Company
Price River Mine Complex

ACr/OO7/004

1. Determination of petmit application completecess.

2. Draft Fimings of Compliance/Technical Analysis.

3. Final Fi.nd~s of Compliance/Technical Analysis.

4. Final State/OSM Decision.

dJlIPLEtICN
DATE

10-5-83

11-28-83

12-16-83

1-27-84




