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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement

BROOKS TOWERS
1020 15TH STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

.....

Mr. Gene Nodine
Distr ict Manager
Bureau of Land Management
P. O. Box 970
Moab, Utah 84532

Dear Mr. Nodine:

FEB 1 4 1984

li~~!~ID
OlVISION OF

0"'-. GAS &MINING

This tetter will confirm the telephone conversation between Sid Vogopohl of BLM
and Dave Maxwell of OSM on January 25 and 26 concerning the resolution of
concerns and proposed permit conditions (stipulations) contained in BLM's letter of
concurrence on August 22, 1983 for the Price River Mine Complex permit
application package. Since the telephone conversation the applicant, Price River
Coal Company, has provided commitments on items 2, 3, and 4 from the August 22,
1983 letter. (See attached February 1, 1984 letter from the applicant to OSM.)

Proposed Condition I concerning rights-Of-way are addressed in the attached
',J,:tober 3, 1983 letter of concurrence from the BLM Utah State Office in Salt
Lake City. The letter recommends that Price River Coal Company be allowed to
tJegin mining under the Price River safety corridor as shown on maps contained in
the mine plan. (See attachment.) OSM will ensure that rights-of-way and wildlife
"'abitat are protected. For these reasons, we believe that no conditions are now
neo!ssary because of your earlier concerns.

Should you have any questions concerning the contents of this letter, please
contact Dave Maxwell or Walter Swain at (303) 837-3806.

Sincerely yours,

Allen D. Klein
Administrator
Western Technical Center

::.ndosures

cc: Sid Vogopohl - BLM (Price, UT)
Bob Hagen - OSM (Albuque~, NM)
Susan Linner - UDOGM ./'



PR& RIVER COAL CCJ~ANY
P.O. BOX 629 HELPER, UTAH 84526 (801) 472-3411

.--- February 1, 1984

CERTIFIED RECEIPT REQUESTED
Certified No. 562123

Mr. Dave ~'a xwe11
Office of Surface Mining
Brooks Towers
1020 - 15th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Re: Further Commitments

Dear Mr. Maxwell:

Price River Coal Company makes the following commitments in order to
eliminate in!:ended permit stipulations or conditions:

Proposed Condition No.4

The applicant must submit a plan for regrading of rills and gullies that might
develop once reclamation is complete. This plan must identify how often the site
will be inspected to determine if this type of erosion has occurred and at what
stage of ri 11 and gully development the appl icant intends to commence fi 11 ing of
the gullies. This plan must be submitted within 30 days of permit approval.

Price River Coal Company will inspect reclaimed sites at least four (4)
times yearly. Should rills and gullies develop, which exceed 911 (as per 817.106)
in depth, Price River Coal Cbmpany will regrade, re-topsoil, and seed the damaged
areas. Other temporary methods of erosion control may be necessary, such as
jute matting and straw dikes. These and other methods will be employed if needed.

Proposed Condition No.5

Where golden eagle nests are found in the future, exploration will not occur
within 0.5 miles of the nest when surface disturbances would be below or above
the nest.

Proposed Condition No.6

Exp1orati on wi 11 not be allowed on deer or elk cri ti ca1 wi nter range duri ng
the per; od NoverrDer 1 th rough May 15.

Proposed Condition No. 7

Where elk calving areas are identified in the future. exploration activities
would not be allowed during the period June 1 through July 15.

Price River Coal Company does not anticipate any new surface disturbances
at this time on BLM land. We do, however, commit to these considerations for
wildlife protection.

A MINING SUBSIDIARY OF THE AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEM



• .ICE RIVER COAL COMPANY
P.O. BOX 629 - 801·472·3411 OFFiCE

HELPER, UTAH 84526

(Chapter II,
We wish to

Mr: Dave Maxwell, OSM
'" Febr'uary 1, 1984

Page 2

An additional issue arose during the 1-20-84 Denver meeting; the concern
with longwal1 under or near the Price Canyon Recreation Area (PCRA). All mine
planning maps show longwalling to be planned within an angle of draw that could
cause some subsidence to impact the PCRA.

Although we have included the PCRA in lIareas to be protected ll

p. 70, paragraph 2), our mining plans have always shown otherwise.
delete discussion of the PCRA as a protected area.

Significant damage from subsidence is not anticipated. Any that may occur
will be repaired by PRCC.

Also included are some updated mine maps for the 10 1 and 'AI Seams as
promised by Mr. Cook during our 1-20-84 meeting in Denver.

Should you have any further questions, please contact me.

Very truly yours,

PRICE RIVER COAL COMPANY

e.L. Uv~
Rob L. Wi 1ey ~\
Envi ronmenta1 Engineer\

'-.>

RLW:jp

Enclosures

cc: K. Hutchinson
G. Cook
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER(~
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab District
IN REPLY REYER TO:

3400
(U-066)

Center Administrator, Office of Surface
To ~1ining, Denver, Colorado
Attention: David Maxwell
FROM District Manager, t10af>

Date: ?l U'(', . "'.(; ".
;~ "'i (.. i. ~ ~dJ,

.. , ....

..', _.'

~~;~~

SUBJECT: Mine Plan Review - Price River Company's No.3 and 5 Mines

You have requested a letter of concurrence for approval of subject mine
plan as a follow-up of our memo dated r~ay 15, 1981, along with comments
on lands identified as unsuitable under Section 522 of SMCRA.

The unsuitability criteria were app1 i ed in 1979 through a 1and use p1 an
supplement. The area included in the land use plan was unleased Federal
'coa1 and nonproducing Federal leases. The results, as they affected the
nonproducing Federal leases included i.n subject mine plan, were:

1. The ri ghts-of-way hel d by the Utah Department of Transportation.. ~.;:s0::--:';··~;:
(U-0140642; Highway 6) and D&RGti Rail road (Sl-034773; rai lroad}:,'- '-'
were found to be unsuitable for coal mining. An exception oy;i";~.,,,,;O';\. 1. d {f'''' '.."J"':JV;' w. 11"

exemptl0n was not app 1e • I j jj!'J~<}?;.

2. Where golden eagle nests are found in the future, surface ,%., t95\en~
disturoances will not occur within 0.25 or 0.5 miles of the .ccC'&, '.J/f,:
nest when surface disturbances would be below or above the nest, ';.i6'3ZS"'iv '

respect; vely.

3. Surface disturbances will not De allowed on elk critical winter
ran ge during the period November 1 through May 15 .

4. Where elk calving areas are identified in the future, exploration
activities would not De allowed during the period June 1 through
July 15.

In accordance with" regulations effective August 30, 1982 (43 CFR 3461),
the BU~ no longer has the responsibility of applying the unsuitability
criteria to leases issued prior to July 19, 1979; however, OSM does apply
the mandatory criteria found in Section 522(e) of SMCR.n. as well as the
AVF criterion in Section 51 O(b )(5) and consi ders the reconmendati ons of
the SHA. Therefore, the results of the 1979 BlM p)an, in regards to the
leases issued prior to July 19, 1979, are no longer binding for subject
mine plan approval. However, protection of rights-of-way and wildlife
habitat remains a concern of BU' and OSM should ensure these values are
protected. He reconmend that mining be allowed to proceed under the
aforementioned rights-of-way to the extent that the integrity of the right­
of-way would not be impacted. The principal wildlife concerns would be
protected with the above stipulations.

In regards to Federal lease U-25683, issued December' 1, 1979, the 1979
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"Pian"did identify the entire lease area as elk critical winter range with
_ the 'area identified as suitable for leasing subject to a protective

stipulation. The below stipulation was placed on the lease agreement and
would also be appropriate for a condition to mine plan approval for this
particular lease area.

In order to protect deer and elk in their winter range, exploration,
drilling and other surface operational activity will be allowed only
during the period from May 15 to November 1. Exceptions to this
limitation in any year may be specifically authorized in writing by
the Authori zed Offi cer through the Mining Di rector.

With the protection of the rignts-of-way and wildlife habitat"as outlined
above, we grant our concurrence for the approval 0 subject mine plan.

,ct~-
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BUREAU OF !.ANO MANAGc.MENT ......
UT.t.H STATE OFFlCE 1983 OCT -5 gll1: 2!
136 E. SOUTH TtMPt.t

SAI.T I..AKE CITY. UTAH 84111 '.'/EST~Rn iE,:;t:::::.':,:' C:'I: irH

• • IN 'C~t.Y.C,t. ':'0

Q:tober 3, 198Z

To: Utah senior Project loanager, CSM, Denver
Attn: Mr.. Dave ~1aXWell

Through: Chief~ Branch of Solid ~1inerals ,J-I;'..
From: ceputy State Director, r·1ineral Pesources

Subject: ?rice River Coal Cc:mlpany, Price Piver
Complex, carbon County, Utah, i-lining
and P.eclamation Plan (MRP)

/' ..\.5 stated in our letter dated July 29, 1983, the subject plan, now on file in
I ) this office, is ade<;;Uate for our ministration and is in can;liance wi t..'1 the
\...--' 30 ern 211 .. 10 (b) rules , effective August 30, 1982.. '!he clan is r1e::iot'l'=!d to

. -"'1'-'--'...
achieve 7T'a.:dmurn economic recovery of t.J.,e resource wi~lu~ . the li::1i~ -::: t:1~

ec:-ui!:!TIe."1t and tecb."1clogy F,reSe!"1tly Io:'~lns used.. rIe recc:mtend z;:;:roval c:: ~~~

un~erground mining plan part of t.'1e MP.P plan :£:emit applic2<:ion package
(PAP) ..

Recently, Debby Richardson, consultant to OSM, tenver, contacted us and saic
she \oeS concerned about t.~e first mining of five seams of coal under t.~e Price
?.i.vercor:idor.. If she haQ to approve the plan at this time she w:luld cr.ly
a~rove t.'e issuance 0; a mining t=er::it for the oottom seam (Sul:::-3) ..

!.~ ~,J:' re'Iios..., ':)f t.~e m;fle "p~?1,"'Jl! ro.ave C!et'!t'n'ined th~ta corri.dor ~r S'Jfp.ty
zone bas been designed to prot-oct and mi.,imiz5 surface i-npacts along t."1~ Price
rJ.ver within whic..ioJ. only limited mining will J:e c:;.-proved. Parts cffive
minable seams -..;ill be first mined wit.'1 pillars oriented to te su;:eri.r.'l;:osee in
t.."e vertical cirection.. ~!ining in the corridor will cor.form wit.' ~'Pical

ent..""Y and room and pillar syste!flS t."lat have been a.t=proved by the I-line Heal~'

and Safety !drrJ.nistration (l-iSEA) for the Price Piver Coal Co:r.pany ~!?..P plan.
In all of these mi.."'ling met.'ods, mor~ tban 50 !?ercent' of t.lo:e coal by area w"ill
be left as supporting pill~s foll~wing firs~ minL~g.

C)
~e ErN, Division of ro"J.neral ne50urces are rscarr.'lending, as stz~=d :"""l t.~e

first paragra~ of this· letter, tr..at the Price River Coal Co~~.,y te alloweC
to becin minina under the Price Pi'Jer safetv corridor as she....., 0:1 t..o,.e lTIa-oS

inclucied in me' subject r-'.RP plan. '!he a;:erations will be field ins~c':ec ty
BL", Division of Hineral Resources' nininq persor.nel at le21~t once on a
quarterly' basis.. '!he ir'.spections \-o'il1 involve discussions relative t:o t.~~

Qeolocic and lninino conditions t:eina encotJ:'1tered and ~ t.~ basic =rinci::4:!.S:
- - '11I# , '... ' , ", '..',
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of multiple 5aaJ!'I mllllng, wit.'1 particular err.~asis in t..'1e ?rics J:'iver S3r:ei:Y
corridor. Shocld m:::difications t:e re9Uired, t.~e BUl will 1:e actively L'"lvol'/ed
in all mcdifications or necessary changes that follow. All m:ciifications or
changes to t..1e underground mining plan must be su1::mitted to tn.,: 2L'·! for
at:Croval. A1:orovals of any mcdificaticns ,..nIl be based on sound l::asic
engineering cOncepts and experienced sxp9rtise v.hich will assure t.'1e integrity
of the corridor. In Ol.:r Q9inion, mining as descri....""ed above will rot have an
im;act on t.."'le surface or surface values in the Price River safety corriccr.




