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Inspection Memo
to Coal File:

• •
February 27, 1984

RE: Price River Coal Complex
Price River ilial Company
ACT/OO7/004, Folder /I 7
Carbon Cotmty, Utah

A partial inspection was conducted by Sandy Pruitt on January 25, 1984 as
a follow up for NOV N83-2-l6-l issued on November 16, 1983 for inadequate
water pollution controls in Hardscrabble Canyon. Rob Wiley, FRCC was
available and accompanied this inspector on a brief tour of the Hardscrabble
Canyon and Crandall Canyon Mine operations.

Hardscrabble canyon - If3 & If4 Mines

An old water line draining the 114 Mine bathhouse had rotted out and was
leaking into the undisturbed area drainage diversion as of fuvanber 16, 1983
resulting in NOV N83-2-l6-l. In abaterrent to this NOV, FRCC obtained a 3000
gallon tank (to service 10 employees) to collect the waste water from the bath
house and arranged for a contractor to haul the waste water (once every two
weeks) for disposal at Carbonville into the Price River Water Treatment
system. This collection tank was reportedly installed as of December 21,
1983. NOV No. N83-2-l6-l was tenninated effectively that date. Due to the
onset of winter weather the section of undisturbed drainage diversion where
the old water line was excavated and the new line to the collection tank
installed bad not been reestablished yet. Following this inspection there was
a warm period at which time it is expected that PRCC was able to reestablish
the drainage diversion for unimpeded flow by the spring runoff.

Snow disposal is not being managed properly in Hardscrabble Canyon. Snow
and nnld removed from the road had been pushed in front of the inlet to
sediment pond 007 allowing for some runoff to bypass this pond toward pond
008. Rob mentioned that this was a continual problem requiring daily
maintenance. Snow removed from the 114 mine leadout had been placed on the
berm along the undisturbed area drainage diversion south of the loadout
presenting a potential for snow melt into the diversion, potentially
contaminating undisturbed area runoff.

The strawbale series below the II 3 Mine had been recently maintained and
were in a state of good repair. The two catch basins below the strawbales had
been excavated and had water in them at the time of this inpsection but were
not discharging.
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Crandall Canyon Mine

About one month ago, the new drain field was installed under the warehouse
pad to improve stability of the Hilfaker wall. A contractor was currently
working on reconstruction and compaction of the fallen section of the
retaining wall at the southeast end of the sediment pond. He mentioned some
concern of the difficulty in establishing good compaction in frozen soil
conditions. This section of the warehouse pad surface will be regraded far
drainage toward the sediment pond upon completion of this repair project. '!he
small area west of the ventilation building had been regraded since the last
inspection. The 24 inch drainage culvert has not been installed yet. Rob
Wiley was reminded that plans for realigmnent of this culvert needed to be
submitted for IXJGM review and approval prior to installation.

No violations were warranted as a result of this inspection. Mining is
currently lll1derway in the D seam of section c:M of the No. 5 Mine & entries are
being driven in the E seam toward the Crandall Canyon shafts.

Sandy Pruitt~
Field Specialist

SP:re

cc: Rob Wiley, FRCC
Tom Ehnett, OSM
Joe Helfrich, IXn1'

Statistics: See Genwal memo dated February 27, 1984




