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Dear Mr. Wiley:

In response to the Ten-Day Notice (TOO) X84-2-Bl-3 submitted to this
Division by the Office of furface Mining (aiM), Dave IBrbyand Sandy Pruitt
were assigned to inspect the areas of concern and respond to any conditions in
violation of regulations governing coal mining.

As a result of the inspection of March 30, 1984, some hydrologic
structures were found to be deficient for controlling seditrentation, specified
precipitation events and effluent standards. Plans detailing corrective
measures will have to be submitted by M9.y 14, 1984.

Upon evaluation of the sites listed in violation in TDN Ill, it was
detennined that sedimenta.tion ponds 005, 007 and 008 should have emergency
spillways installed. A variance to this requirement was granted for sediment
pond 005 on April 20, 1982 so a violation is not warranted, no such action was
finalized .for ponds 007 and 008. It is the opinion of this Division that all
ponds should have an emergency discharge structure to protect the integrity of
the~t in the event that overtopping should take place--especially for
ponds that do not have a decant system. Please refer to the enclosed NOV, 112
of 2 (N84-2-6-2) for the required action. ~o address this concern at pond
005, you are hereby requested to provide pl~s addressing the design
requirements of UMC 817.46(i) for the instal]ation of an errergency spillway.

~; It is detennined that ponds 003, 004 and 006 do not n~d emergency1 "spillways since ponds 003 and 004 are oversized and are discharged into
interconnecting culverts and because pond 006 is oversized and will most
likely be rec1a:iJred this sunmer. /
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NOV 1f1 of 2 (N84-2-6-2) requires that pond 007 be sized to control the
sediment and runoff generated during a 10-year, 24-hour precipitation event.
kJ. emergency discharge structure will also be required. Complete plans along
with cross-sections should be submitted to the Division•..

It will be required that all ponds be lined to prevent infiltration of
pond fluids into the surrounding sediments.

In response to TDN 112, the Division is hereby requiring that riprap be
placed along the sloped edge of the storage pad in Barn Canyon to prevent
erosion of the pad in the event flooding should occur. Plans should be
submitted that indicate placement and size of riprap. Riprap size should
withstand flows fran Barn Canyon and those diverted from Schoolhouse Canyon up
to the 100-year event.

In evaluation of the small area exemption cited in 'I'f"N 113, it is apparent
to the Division that the straw bale series require excessive maintenance and
probably would not sufficiently treat runoff (runoff was sampled midway
through the series to contain 3,310 ppm 'ISS) so that effluent limitations
would be met. Therefore, Price River Coal Company is hereby required to
.submit plans for the installation of a sedimentation pond and routing
. structures that will adequately treat runoff from the No. 3 Mine yard in place
of straw bales, in accordance with UMC 817 .42(c) • These plans should address

. the requirements of lMC 817.45, 817.46 and 817.56 and include a construction
schedule.
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Failure to comply 1dth this directive by May 14, 1984 will warrant
enforcement action under the authority of OCA 40-10-22(2) (a) (i) • If you have

'. any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to
call either Dave IBrbyor Joe lelfrich.

Best Regards,
/J r:-')-)
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.1/L1 Dianne R. Nielson
~/ Director
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nave Maxwell, OEM Denver
Steve'Martin, OSM, Albuquerque
Barbara Roberts, Assistant Attorney General
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