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Coal File, Inspection and Enforcement
~

Tom Wright, Mining Field Specialist

Price River Coal Company, Price River Complex, ACT/007/004,
Folder #7, Carbon County, Utah

February 7, 1985
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Clear, cold
Rob Wiley
Tom Wright
None

DATE:
TIME:
WEATHER:
COMPANY OFFICIALS:
STATE OFFICIALS:
ENFORCEMENT ACTION:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Compliance With Permanent Performance Standards

UMC 771 et al Permits

Permit approval from the Division for a 5 year term permit in a
letter dated December 26, 1984.

A NPDES permit issued December 1982 which expires June 30, 1987.

Certifications of sediment ponds on as built maps.

Approval for the Goose Island reclamation plan in a letter from the
Division dated September 12, 1984

UMC 817.11 Signs and Markers

All identification signs topsoil signs and other markers are in
place on the site. The identification sign for the Castlegate
preparation plant has been moved to the guard shack to avoid
confusion with Utah Power and Light coal stockpile area.

UMC 817.21 -.25 TopSOil

All topsoil stockpiles were blanketed with heavy snow cover. No
evidence was noted of any slumpage or erosion this winter on storage
areas that could be seen.

UMC 817.41-.57 Hydrologic Balance

Sow Belly Canyon # 5 mine

Runoff control structures in Sowbelly Canyon were maintained and
functional. The box culvert for routing disturbed drainage from the
lower side of the mine pad was clear of any blockage. Some melting
onsite was occurring during this inspection but no runoff appeared
to be entering any sediment pond. All runoff was retained on the
disturbed area. All ponds had frozen surfaces with no discharge
occurring.
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The diversion ditches for the main and side canyons appeared stable
with no signs of any contamination. No evidence of any runoff was
noted in these.

Hardscrabble Canyon #3 and 14 Mines

Recent maintenance of sediment control structures was evident on
these areas. All three box culverts crossing the haul road for
control of disturbed drainage were open and functional. It appears
that a slight level of runoff had been entering the lowest culvert
in the past few days, however little if any flow was entering the
sediment ponds.

All sediment ponds for the area were examined and appeared stable.
The surface and slopes of these structures were snow covered and no
runoff was noted entering them during the inspection.

Contaminated snow cleared from the pads was stored in several areas
on the site. These appeared stable at this time, however, at one
location across from the turn to the Goose Island reclamation area
the snow was stockpiled close to the berm for the undisturbed
drainage. I advised Mr. Wiley that this placement was marginal and
further storage could breech the berm and result in a violation.
This spot will be closely monitored on future inspections.

Diversions for the area appeared clear and functional at this time
with little evidence of runoff.

Castlegate Preparation Plant

Runoff control structures appeared in good repair during this
inspection. All sediment ponds for the area appeared to be
functional. No runoff was noted entering any of these structures and
no discharge was noted.

No flow was noted in the Barn Canyon drainage or any of the
diversions for undisturbed drainage.

Crandall Canyon

No work was on going on the reconstruction of the sediment pond
located on the lower end of the mine yard. Mr. Wiley reports that
when the weather allows the reconstruction will be completed. Other
work to improve drainage control including rocklining of ditches and
installation of drop drains also is scheduled.

Both sediment ponds were snow covered and no evidence of recent
runoff into either was noted. Discharge was not occurring during
the inspection.
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Willow Creek

Access to this area was not possible because of heavy snow cover, so
this area was viewed from a turnout on the main road above the site.

Heavy snow covered this area and no evidence of runoff was visable.
At present this site is only used to store equipment.

Utah Fuel Portal

Heavy snow cover was present on this area with no runoff occurring
during the inspection. The small nondischarging pond for this area
was frozen. One of the strawbales used for sediment control at the
front of the area had been damaged, possibly by wildlife. This bale
should be replaced when the frozen damaged bale can be removed.

UMC 817. 52 Hydrologic Balance: Surface and Groundwater Monitoring

Water monitoring data from Price River Coal Company done quarterly
for the year 1984 was available at the company office. Sampling
dates for these were March, June, September and November.

Atthe time of this inspection Rob Wiley was preparing the 1984
annual water monitoring report for the Division.

UMC 817.81 -.93 Coal Processing Waste

No coal had been processed at the Castlegate Preparation Plant in
February so no waste has been deposited on the refuse disposal
area. This area appears stable with no evidence of any erosion
rills or gUllies.

UMC 817.150 - .176 Roads

Completion of the Crandall Canyon access road has not been
accomplished at this time. Finishing and improvement of drainage
controls remain to be completed. Control in place appear functional
during this inspection. No runoff was occurring on the road during
the inspection.
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cc: Donna Griffin, OSM
Rob Wiley, PRCC
Joe Helfrich, DOGM
Sue Linner, DOGM

Statistics: See U. S. Steel Wellington memo dated February 14, 1985
0085Q-020-022




