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On May 2, 1986, Lynn Kunzl~tand James Leatherwood of
the Division accompanledby Ken Hutchinson, Price River Coal
Co. repres$f\tative visIted the Goose Island reclamation site •

. Vegetation growthwa5 generally fait· throughout the 5i te , with
exceptlonto shrub grow.th,,\lIhich was poor • All shrubs showed
sIgns .' of having been heayilybrowsed by wildlife. A high

"·density of wildlife tracts was evident at the site. Most
recent vegetation growth,<was evident at the base of the shrub
,stalks. Major shrUbs en~ludes:rose, servicberry, snowberry,
pine, chokecherry, oregon grape and juniper. Based on a visual
estlmate,over one ...half of the junipers and pines will not

. survive • .

Many shrubs, such as servi¢bE!rry, chokecherry, and
oregan grape had a purp,liS:h tint in leaf color. Also noted was

'. the high production ofgrsSSesandcompacted calcitic soils.
Due to thelesf color,compacteCfsoil, calcium content and high
'Qrass grow,tll, the'. Oivisionsumma:t:lze that available phophorous
levels are low and nitrogen levelS too high for good shrub

,growth. The shrubbery may be deleteriously affected due to the
$.ynergistic effect of inproper fertility levels and extreme
'wildlife browsing. A fall season site visit is recommended to
'document the vegetation g'rowth prior to possible winter
'wildl! fe browsing.

Soil erosion was evident alongside the riprap in the·
drainage way and nearby ,the drainage on the steep slope. The
silt fences were effective in containIng most of the surface

·'erosion•. A maintenaneecrewwas up-grading the eroded area
'alongside thedralnage riprap.
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