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October 18, 1988

Mr. LoWell Braxton
Administrator
Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
3 Triad Center, suite 350
Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203

Dear Mr. Braxton:

Castle Gate Coal Company has completed the first phase of
reclamation in Sowbelly Gulch #5 Mine portal. This work involved the
removal of all structures and equipment from the mine site. The next
phase of reclamation work is the grading and seeding of the area. This
work will be done next summer and fall.

Prior to the grading of this area, I am requesting the Division
grant a small area exemption to the whole 16 acre site. This request is
being made in order to eliminate the need to redisturb a large area of
the reclamation after vegetation has been established in order to fill
in sediment ponds.

The as-built capacities for the sediment ponds are as follows:
Pond 3, 10,300 ft cubic ft.; Pond 4, 23,345 cubic ft.; Pond 5, 23,450
cubic ft.; a total of 57,095 cubic ft. If the assumption is made that
an average depth of soil removal is 6" to fill in the ponds, then a
total of 114,190 square ft. or 2.6 acres would have to be redisturbed
after vegetation has been established. This is approximately 22% of the
14 acre total revegetation at the site. Castle Gate Coal Company feels
that disturbing this large area twice is environmentally unacceptable.
Castle Gate Coal is requesting to use alternative sediment controls
according to UMC 817.45(f) in order to eliminate the need for a second
disturbance.

Castle Gate Coal Company proposes to place straw bale dikes in the
reclamation channels RC-l, RC-2 and RC-3 at 200' intervals (see Exhibit
3.2-3 for channel locations). Additionally Castle Gate Coal will add to
the seed mix a quick growing annual grass seed specified by the Division
to further reduce sediment.
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.·P1eau_ advise Castle Gate Coal of any additional information which
would be needed. to grant this _request. Castle Gate Coal would be -

.. willing-to meet with the Director or the Board to further explain the
_.. need for this exemption.

Sincerely,

._~~~_~L __
. R charH. Allison, Jr., P,,:

project-· Supervisor ..
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