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COAL COMPANY

Mr. Jeff Clawson

Bureau of Land Management
500 North 700 East
Price, UT 84501

Dear Mr. Clawson:

Castle Gate Coal Company is in the process of making some mining plan
changes in the 9th East section and subsequent longwall panel. Castle
Gate is requesting the Bureau of Land Management to allow the Company to
abandon an area at the starting room of the 9E for safety and economic
reasons.

Castle Gate Coal Company has had intentions to drive the 9E section
further to complete the connection of the 9E with the set-up face for
the longwall panel. Due to the deterioration of this section while the
mine was idle, both the beltline and motor road had to be completely

- rehabilitated due to roof rib and floor conditions., The fact that the
system is developed on two entires increased the scrutiny MSHA has
placed on the condition of the entries prior to starting mining in this
area., Escapeway clearances had to be increased on the beltline to a 6
foot minimum, This has required increasing the entry width in several
areas due to the mining off sights in these entries. The rehabilitation
of this area has been ongoing since December of 1987.

The longwall is scheduled to move to the 9E the first week of May. If
this area is not prepared to receive the wall, Castle Gate will lose
$20,000 a day every day the longwall is not able to be set-up in the 9E.

The enclosed map reflects the proposed new start-up rooms, the area to
be abandoned and irregularities left by the previous operator. The
acreage in the shaded area in Federal Lease 029093-046653 are to be
abadnoned. This area measures 4.27 acres and contains 50,582 tons of
raw coal at 6.25 feet in height or 43,500 tons of marketable coal.

Due to the mining errors in the 8th East motor road, which becomes the
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Mr. Jeff Clawson
March 10, 1988
Page - 2

tailgate of the 9th East longwall, the lehgth of the face goes from 605 |

feet in the area on either side of the error to 620 feet in the area of

the mining error. The irregularity is 900 feet long and would require

abnormal mining practices to occur in that area. Some of these S
practices include adding and removing shields from an operating face.
This practice is both a safety hazard and an uneconomic¢ mining practice.
The safety issue of this practice has made this alternative unpractical.
The other is the blasting of this excess coal from the face as the
longwall mines by this area. OQur concern is again a safety issue due to
the thickness of the area. There would be excess coal in the tailgate
that would have to be shoveled to maintain the entry travelable and also
this area would need to be supported in order to have men in the area
setting timber or shoveling. A four or five foot irregularity can
almost close off the tailgate as a travelway, so this amount will cause
both severe safety problems along with potential citations on the
condition of the tailgate as a travelway. With the two-entry
regulation, the wall would have to be shut down until the area is
cleaned up. That situation then develops into an economic one.

Presently we are scheduled to start a continuous miner unit in the 9th
East on March 25th to allow enocugh time to develop the set-up rooms for -
the longwall, We feel this decision has been made using sound mining
practices and principles. If you have any questions or msh to view
this area please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

00

‘DPavid B. M
Engineering Manager
DBM: jer |
cc: Richard Clark
“Art Bruno .
Tom Doane
Larry Lynch
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