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Castle Gate Coal Company
P.O. Box 449
Helper, Utah

Price River Complex
Utah Permit #007/004

Overslght Inspection
March 10, 1988

Participants:

Rade H., Orell, Offlce of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
Albuquerque Fleld Office (AFO); David Darby, Utah Division of 011,

Gas, and Mining (DOGM) and Richard Allison, Castle Gate Coal
Company.

Mine Site Evaluation Inspectlon Report:

This was an oversight inspectlon therefore the Mine Site Evaluatlon
Inspection Report form has been completed accordingly. The inspection

did not result in the issuvance of any Ten-Day Notices to the state of
Utah, DOGM.

Introduction:

The inspection of the mine .commenced on the morning of March 10,
1988. The weather was cloudy, windy and cold. Ground condltlions were
dry to wet with accumulations of snow. A Pentax IQ Zoom camera was
used nto photograph areas of interest. The operator's representative
was provided the oppurtunity to review my authorization.

Permit Review:

Preparation for the Inspection included reviewing the mining and
reclamation plan, correspondence flile and inspectlon reports relative
to the Price Rlver Complex. The review was conducted at the office of
DOGM in Salt Lake City on March 9 and 10, 1988. The review lhdicates
that Castle Gate Coal Company applied for a transfer of the approved
permit #015/004 on Janurary 13, 1986. The information submitted in
the transfer document did not include the Willow Creek area. On May
20, 1986 DOGM advised Castle Gate Coal Company that the transfer
would be approved effective May 30, 1986 and that the terms and
conditions of of permit #015/004 apply. O December 31, 1986 DOGM
advised Castle Gate Coal Company of the need for a "stand alone
permit", the letter alsov advises the company of the mid-term review,
DOGM also advised Price River Coal Company (PRCC) of the same
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requlrement by letter also dated December 31, 1986. DOGM ls currently
processing the mid-term review information for each company. It
appears that the valid permit 015/004 describes certain obligations
on the part of PRCC that do not apply to the current ouperations at
the Price River Complex. Apparently DOGM intends to resolve the
obligations on the part of each company through the mid-term review.
The permitting situation will be described to the Utah Program
Speclalist for further review.

Fleld Inspection:

The fleld inspectlon included observations of the #5 Mine-Sowbelly
Gulch, #3 & #4 Mine-Hardscrabble Canyon, Crandall Canyon Shaft
Facility, and Castle Gate Area (preparation plant, refuse disposal
area (RDA), Unit Train Loadout).

Hardscrabble Canyon:

At Hardscrabble Canyon we observed the #3 Mine, #4 Mine, reclalmed
refuse disposal area (RDA) referred to as Goouse Island, dralnage
control structures including sediment ponds 7, 8, and 9, culverts and
ephemeral channel diversions.

The company is currently pulling equiptment from the #4 Mline.

The reclalmed RDA was lightly covered with snow at the time of the
inspection. Generally, the vegetated area appeared to be in good

repair. More detalled observatlions were not possible due to snow
cover.

Generally, the drainage control structures we observed were in tact
and functional at the time of the inspection and were not
discharging.

Sowbelly Gulch:

At the #5 mine we observed drainage control structures including
diversion ditches, culverts, and sediment ponds 4 & 5. We observed
the operator performing diversion ditch maintenance at the time of
the lnspection., The structures we Inspected were intact and
functional at the time of the inspection.

Crandall Canyon:

At the Crandall Canyon sShaft Facllity we observed the ephemeral
channel diversion, sediment ponds 14 and 15, and topsoll stockpiles.
The structures we observed appeared to be in good repair and
functional. Detailed observations at this area were difficult due to
S5Now cover.
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Castle Gate Area:

The Inspection of the Castle Gate Area included observations of
sediment ponds 11, 12A, 12B, 13, RDA and 100 year diversion, Unit
Train Loudout, and coal transfer conveyor.

S
The inspection of the sediment ponds indlicated thatpond 11isin
need of inlet protection and coal fines need to be removed from pond
12. Ponds 1ZA and 12B function in series with the upstream pond
needing sediment removal.

The inspection of the RDA indicated that the area is generally in
guod repair. Refuse dispousal 1s proceeding with activities occurlng
on the fourth bench, the lower two benches have been reclaimed.

The inspection of the Unit Train Loadout area did not indlcate any
apparent problems. We observed that the silt fences seperating the
dlsturbed area from the Price River were intact and functlonal (DOGM
issued a Notlice of Violation (NOV) during the previous ilnspection for
lack of maintenance of the silt fences). We also observed that the
area was recently hydromulched/seeded.

The purpose of the inspection of the coal transfer conveyor was to
observe the area of violation identified by DOGM during the previous
inspection. DOGM issued an NOV to operator for failure to wmaintaln
sediment control structures. In particular we observed two areas
where wash water laden with coal silt from the conveyor tube bypassed
the sediment control structures. During this inspection we observed
that the operator still had not caused the violatlon to be corrected.
The NOV abatement date was March 15. Therefore, at the time of the
Inspection the operator still had 5 days to correct the problem.

Records Review:

The records review included observatlons of the weekly lnspectlons of
the RDA pond, 13, RDA plzowmeter monitoring, Quarterly RDA
inspections, Quarterly water monitoring reports, sediment pond
inspection reports, and NPDES discharyge reports. During the mining
and reclamation plan review in the Salt Lake City office we completed
a detailed review of the construction certifications for the sediment
ponds and confirmed that the same is on f£ile at the mine office.

Close-0Out:

The close-out was rather brief. The DOGM representative provided a
short list describing the areas of the mine that we Inspected where
some sort of action on the part of the operator is required. In:
particular the list included the clean out of sediment at pond 12 and
inlet protection at pond 11. The representative also relterated the '
abatement measures and abatement date for the NOV referenced above.
Upon my return to the offlce in Salt Lake City I advised DOGM
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representatives that the inspection of the Castle Gate Coal Company
Price River Complex was not as lengthy as it should have been because
of my attempts to accommodate the Division's inspectors. I further
stated that the situation represents an exception rather than the
norm and that future inspections probably®will not be as
accommodaling.





