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TO: MjJ~LILH.er.~lmU!.'e,,--,-r (DEH)
FROM: Harold G. Sandbeck (DOGM)

TO: (OOGM)
FROM: (DEH)

DATE February 1. 1989

DATE__~ _

SUSPECTED ENVIRONMl!irrotttlw;!£~Es

NPOES Permit Identification: ~~~~~__~ _

The above referenced permit limits discharge of the following
PARAMETERS TO: OOGM SAMPLING HAS DELINEATED

A copy of the sample results is attached for your information.

For the above referenced permit. describe the concern:

An unpermitted point source discharge was found at the Castle Gate Preparation
Plant facility. During the pumping process from the raw water pond, leakage
is discharged from the pump house vie a sump (drain) which discharges into an
undisturbed drainage. A map is attached which shows the pump house location.
No oil and grease was detected within the pump house or in the undisturbed
drainage.

Following are concerns which need to be addressed:

* Include this discharge point in the NPDES permit?
* Does DEH require water samples and analyse from the operator to make a

final determination?

Reference: MOU DOGM/DEH, DATE LAST REVISED December 22. 1988

(RESPONSE TO POGM BY PEH WITHIN 10 DAYS OF RECEIPT BY DEH)
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SUSPECTED ENVIRONMENTAUNPDES PERMIT VIOLATION

Mine Name: &(6 &Llt'r c.~C/.5~ Mk r1ra1
1
Wp;'~.v

NPDES Permit Identification:~t?=~~t?Z2~k2_~~~~~=JP_· ____

By return copy of this memo, DEH advises DOGM that this concern

INDICATE:

{K:} Does { } Does not

OTHER:

{ } Two (2) non-valid upsets (exceeded monthly average within a
six (6) month period

{ } Third (3rd) non-valid upset folloWing the above mentioned six
(6) month period (Exceeded monthly average within a three (3)
month period)

{><} Insignificant - Danger to health or the environment

{ } Chronic - Danger to health or the environment

{ } Seriously endangers health, safety of the public or
environment

{ } Imminent environmental harm to land air or
water resources

Visual air emission observed at source ___
on _

DEH RECOMMENDATION:

Reference: MOU DOGM/DEH, DATE LAST REVISED December 22. 1988

(RESPONSE TO DQGM BY DEH WITHIN 10 DAYS OF RECEIPT BY DEH)



•
DEH Recommendations:

This response regards discharge of water from a pump house associated with the Castle Gate Coal
Preparation Facility. If water from Price River is withdrawn and no chemicals are added and the
water is returned to the river, a pennit would probably not be needed. According to R448-1-3.4,
"a user of surface water diverted from waters of the state will not be required to remove any
pollutants which such user has not added before retuming tlle diverted flow to the original water
course, provided there is no increase in concentration of pollutants in the diverted water".
However, where there is concern that chemicals may be added either intentionally as part of
treatment or inadvertantly as a result of a leak: or spill a Best Management Practice Plan is more
likely to be required than a permit, depending upon the circumstance involved in the situation. In
the case of Castle Gate Coal we are not sure whether any chemicals are being added particularly
since the pump leaks, which may inadvertently cause a leaking of oil into the water.

Because we are unsure of exactly what is happening at that pump house, and we are not sure why
the company does not fix the pump, we are unable to say whether a permit would be needed.
However, we would require that the company ftx the pump and until the pump is repaired monitor
the water discharged for oil and grease by saDlpling or by visual observation. The saDlpling results
or results of visual observations must by recorded such that inspectors can review the data. If
there is any indication, as a result of the monitoring, of an oil leak, the discharge from the pump
house should be discontinued until the oil discharge is stopped.
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