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By Joe Rolando
- Tribune Business Writer

- 8till unable to satisfactorily pre-
vent coal and rock hbursting unpre-
dictably at the face of its Hardserab-
ble Canyon mine near Helper,
Carbon County, the Castle Gate Coal
Co. has announced it will mdeﬁnitely
suspend mining June 5.

Spokesman Jeffrey W. Weber of .

the company’s parent, AMAX Coal o

Industries Inc., in Indianapolis, Ind., | .

told The Tribune Friday, the time .

- Castle Gate Coal in compliance with
‘the new federal Worker Action Re-
" {raining and .Notification Act. He

- «ployers to notify employees 60 days R

before closing their operations. -

_salaried employees will be laid off,
-~ He said that will leave only 17 em-
.- ployees on duty to maintain the mine
Cer and perform other general work.: ;

Lo “The mine ’s hourly employees are ¥
G represented by the United  Mine !
<~ Workers union, - A
E Mining “at ‘Castle Gate 'Coal was
©+ " halted March 22 when the Mine Safe

.ty & Health Administration cited the
:*company for . hazardous - coal "and
‘tock bursts along the face of a long
“.wall sectmn The face is the place in
side-the’ underground mine . wh r
the coal seam is being worked.
% Thomas M. Blangiardo, president”
and chief executive officer of Castle -
' :{3ate Coal, said the mine has experi
. enced “unusual geologic conditions’
or the past several months. .
: lgi“We have evaluated and at empt
" ed various methods for de-stressing -
e coal to overcome this' problem ;
- 8nd}have retained outside consul
5 nts to assist us’ in this process,’
' aid Mr." Blangiardo.:However,: to

ate, we have been unable to satis

actornly resolve this situation to th
oint where we can safely resum
dperatmns " ;
- Bt Castle Gate coal hasn’t gwen ‘
FE hp rThe president “said the  mine

S T plans to continue evaluating geologrc o

~} .7 tonditions and mining techniques in ;

jill dikely be for Castle Gate Coal to
AR Fonsxder whether to develop its oth
.- €r reserves in the area i
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To Lay Off - ‘ L

until the suspension of mining puts i - S

¥

said that law requires ‘certain em- 11 e

: A
 ©Mr. Weber said 156 hourly and 41 ;}';

B .*: : y _aid :

bopés of resuming coal production.- % -
5 E'Mr ‘Weber :'said another option A

TR ;‘5* Although the mine has announced

-June suspension date, it plans to
esume some work on Monday, said
r.::Blangiardo. This . will include

. ~maintenance and other related activ- -

~fties ‘and - coal - preparatmn, per- .

ormed ‘at the company’s above-
Eround facilities at the former Castle

ate town site, just north of UP&L’s
arbon Steam Plant.

#, Castle Gate Coal is the former
,’Pnce River Coal Co., a subsidiary of
American Electric Power Corp. Mr.
Weber said after AMAX purchased
£he property, it changed the name to
Eastle Gate Coal, which began pro-
:iucmg coal in 1986.

Qoal production reached 529,000
’tons m 1987 and 544,000 tons in
-1983

& “Ongmally, AMAX pro;ected the
*mme would product 1.5 million tons

) pf eoalayear,” said Mr. Weber. “But -

it never went beyond a half million

- Jons a year because of some of the
--:problems the. mine IS expenencmg

ow .__ ot
“We knew the mmmg eonditrons

o mould be difficult early on. We felt -

e'would get past that. But the con-
ditions became more severe than we
{xpected and they also became more

... ainpredictable. The bursts were be-

mmg more random without warn-

is reasonably “some " control

ere. "w

he citation it was issued by MSHA,

| ust come up with a plan, agreeable
MSHA to rectify

:%, Until we are convinced that .
aid Mr. Weber. To do that, the mine .
the problem he

ncludmg Kerr McGee However, he '
gald he didn’t know what impact the ..
o

ver;the conditions in that mine, we .70
: ’ust 4don

e
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