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~losing Operations
p' -'

ICastleGate Coal ..
~To Lay Off
',197 on JuneS

,',:~~-Altho~gh the mine has ~nnounced 'I'
~:;,Jl}lJ.!1e,suspension date, it plans to

;,-t, ~~s~me some work on Monday, said
'_ .. ;.t:r;.:Blangiardo."This will include
'-qt8Jptenance and other related activ­

iti~~,:and : coal --preparation, perc ..I
'Zormedat the company's above- I
~ound facilities at the former Castle i
J:iate town site, just north of UP&L's

By Joe Rolando ~arbon Steam Plant.
_Tribune Business Writer I{ C~stle Gate Coal is the former

Still unable to satisfactorily pre- )'rice River Coal Co., a subsidiary of
vent coal and rock bursting unpre- ~nierican Electric Power Corp. Mr.
dictably at the face of its Hardscrab- )Veber said after AMAX purchased
ble Canyon mine near Helper,<he,property, it changed the name to
Carbon County, the Castle Gate Coal ~astle Gate Coal, which began pro-
Co. has announced it will indefinitely ~uCipg coal in 1986.
suspend mining June 5. "Goal production reached 529,000

Spokesman Jeffrey W. Weber of lons' in 1987 and 544,000 tons in
the company's parent, AMAX Coal '1-9&8. .
Industries Inc., in Indianapolis, Ind., ~..-·:6riginal1y;AMAX projected the
told The Tribune Friday, the time, ~in~ would product 1.5 million tons
until the suspension of mining putSi i9f «;oal a year," said Mr. Weber. "But
Castle Gate Coal in compliance with 'It n~ver went beyond a half million
the new federal Worker Action Re- j , :t?ns a year because of some of the
training and Notification Act. He' "j' ·., .. ~:roblem.s... the.. ,.·.m.i.n.e is experiencing
,said. that law requires 'certain em- 'J flow""
\ployers to notify employees 60 days .,' .' ~~~:~e'kri"~~\~~~ining conditions
before closing their operations. ',J>"", :A 1W0p.ldbe diff.icult early on. We felt
tMr. Weber said 156 hourly and 41J~I" Sve,would get past that. But the con-
salaried employees will be laid off. : ;(Jitions became more severe than we
He said that will leave only 17 em-.. ". '."'.' . )JCpected and they also became more
ployees on duty to'maintain the mine ·(t .. _· '...•.;.' ,~.. ,~.p.. r e.dictable, T.he bu.rstswere be- ;
and performother general work.. J!;':';,L''t~ming more random without warn- ;; '-,
~'The mine's hourly empIOyeesa~~;h}>":' itng};', Until we are convinced that
represented.."by,l~e.~~~~e,?i;,~~~~.cl-,{::· '~p~r~'-'is, •. reas.O?abl~" 'some,:' control ( "'
)Vor.~er~~?n.,<, i"V<",i' ,:r\';;\';S;;;'J:('i,-~yeIi-theconditions m that mine, we (". -" ,
I.:MiningatOastle Gate rCoal' was'YJ;. ",~n;Y"/o!~s~j\d0tl~t,feelwe;~\'Vantmmers.in F)

h.. a.l.te...d. M.. a.•r..c.h 22 Wh..e.n tho~ Ml.. n.es.afe.,c:.•'•.'.".".'.r.'"'.,,.•.M
1

'.... ,- ".. 'i,:~:> ..-~~~','J1:Ff'ij~,~:::;,:;:i:,ti>';"'; "':',;'l.ty &Health Admimstration cited the d; , , ',', ;~yrthermore, the mine can only".>
company ,for ' hazardous _coal and'.'::, ' •.. ii,emme coall>roductionifit~'abates"
~ockburstsalongthe face of a long»', , /~,t;'.~ :e;~itation it w,as issuedby MSHA,
~all:sect~on: Tpe face is th~ place in-;::;':),;..' S~,; ai~.Mr.Weber, To do that, the mine

..... $lde'.the .underground mme where:"i,')·; ·""'.'i··' '~::,;. ~.. ps~come up with a plan, agreeable
ii,. tlJ-ecoal ~~amis being worked.'\'".'.'?':'·,;. .... .... . .'" _f!'li~HA,to,l"~ctifYJheproblem, he

<i l~~E~~~=~f:=~J:;1···i(l:!!~~~~r~:~fJ~~sf~ ,
, anced "unusual geologic conditions"I'!ll. '".' ~~dust~ial customers"inCalifornia, . I

r~r,~he pa~~.~~ver~l Jl1o~9Is:~;,.:,>,:,,"iy:,\..: .•.·.•.~~n~ludmg. Kerr McGee. However, he I
~"~We have evaluated.and ..attempt-;>'i .~,; ..,'.: 'Isald he didn't know what impact the I

:-,' ed'l7,arious.JJleth0<lsJor de.~streSSingi:':\;' .··.'i:,':·;·t.'· llspension C)f.~~ing.",()uldhave on ,1..
,i: ~.e~coal t(j ov~rcome th.is problem ." ·'.~~·~,,?:~{:.r~~.~o~~f:1*~!t!rt~~:i'~!3S,~.~':i/'/ ..:" I

;/ ..a~(L have .. reta~ned outside .consul­
;};:~n~ to assist us in, this ,process,')
i &:a.id: Mr. Blangiardo."·'However,.. to
~~ ~ate, we have been unable' to satis- "'~ l'
\; a~torily resolve this situation to the '-'~i

e~~~~tf~~~~ ';;~I':~~~!l~,~!;}y;,r,~s.~~~ .·~,:i_
l: I!~it Castl~ Gate coal hasn't given,':1
~p" fI'he .president .'. s~id the. mirie;'!j"'­
I?~a~ to cl;mt!nue ~v.aluating geologic,,·.-

~O..~d._.l.t.. lO.. n..s.. a.n.,.d.....~..•.~n.).n.g...te.chni
q
. UEll! in..........•....".:.<.'....' ,f!0P~s of resunungcoal production.·i

~::M;f;Web~r;'said ariotheroptiond
"lll,likely be for Castle GateCoal to+i
~on~lder whether to develop its oth-',A

". !r.l"«;.serves intbe area.' .··./,•. :,;i'::,,','.-.ld




