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UNITED STATES DEPARTME OF THE INi'ERftm
Office of Surface Mining

Reclamation and Enforcement

TEN-DAY LETTER

Number: ~X,-----:..9~1__- _---'0o:...:2=-----=---~2~4,~6~_=_-_d.3__ TV ---=-1__

Originating ice:
Office of burfac.e Minino.--A...L..........~ ---I

625 Silver Ave sw. Suite 310

Albuquerqu~ NM 87102

Telephone Number: (505) 766-1486

Ten-Day Letter to the State of Utah - Division of Oil, Gas. and Mining

You are notified that, as a result of ~_federal inspection (e.g. a federal inspection,
citizen information, etc.) the Secretary has reason to believe that the person described below is in violation
of the Act or a permit condition required by the Act. It the State Regulatory Authority fails within ten days
after receipt of this letter to take appropriate action to cause the viofation(s) described herein to be cor­
rected, Of to show cause for such failure and transmit notice of your action to the Secretary through the
originating office des1gnaled above, then a Federal inspection' of the surface coal mining operation at
which the alleged violation(s) is occurring will be conducted and appropriate enforcement action as re­
quired by Section 521(a)(1) of the Act will be taken.

Permittee: Blackhawk Coal Co.
---=--=--~--"'~----------

(Or Opera lor II No Permll)

I
I County: Carbon"--"'-=-----------1 o Surface

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 700 Lancaster OR 43130 [X] Underground

Permit Number:_A_C.:...T=-:/'--0.:...0.:...7'-'/'--0.:...0::...:2=--- _
I

Mine Name: __ \ii-)_lQ~_y"'r_e..=..e=-:k-'---_-,----ji 0 Other

NATURE OF VIOLATION AND LOCATION: Failure to provide justification for a long term.

y!"actical, achievement of an Industrial/Commercial la.ruLuse as i1pf,npil by the Utah Coal

Mining Rules.
---------------,---------

Section of State Law, Regulation or Permit
Condition believed to have been violated: R6l4-100-200

lM1\t)j"mx0n~JUlYO:fmQXoXNVCK~:_. to include the definition of

______________________________________.!!1dus tr~_~_UCommercial land use;

R614-301-413.310 and
'--------- -y---_______ R614- 301-413. 331 .

Section of State Law, Regulation or Permit
Condition believed to have been violated:

REMARKS:
~R~~«XN~EOCK~~: Changing the designated land use has changed many

Remarks or Recommendations: (continued) and that 1!lli5.L..m

Dale of Letter: 3128j_~1 _

CERT. RECEIPT UP 965 799 128

Distribution Origmal-Slate's COPY. BlueFIeld OUice, Yellow-Inspccto's Copy

File in:
o Confidential
o Shelf
o Expandable 'l( J 1 1M

.. R d N In")cr Date 1'-//nReIer to ecor o,..:VV~-;:-_

In C/C01 looY ,-'!l!).L, Incoming
For additio~al infonnation



UNITED STATES DEPARTME OF THE INi'ERft)'f{
Office of Surface Mining

Reclamation and Enforcement

TEN-DAY LETTER

Number: '-'Xc...---'-9c...1.__- __'-0::..::2=--_-~2~4,--::6'____-_ _=_3__ TV _1=---__

Originating ice:
Office of ;,urfac-e Minino-.----'-'-'.............l.4>- ~

625 Silver Ave SW Suite 310

Albuquerqu~, NM 87102

Telephone Number: (505) 766-1486

Ten-Day Letter to the State of Utah - Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining

You are notified that. as a result of ~}ederal inspection (e.g. a federal inspection,
citizen information. etc.) the Secretary has reason to believe that the person described below is in violation
of the Act or a permit condition required by the Act. If the State Regulatory Authority fails within ten days
after receipt of this letter to take appropriate action to cause the vio!ation(s) described herein to be cor­
rected, Of to show cause for such failure and transmit notice of your action to the Secretary through the
originating office designated above. then a Federal inspection' of the surface coal mining operation at
which the alleged violation(s) is occurring will be conducted and appropriate enforcement action as re­
quired by Section 521(a)(1) of the Act will be taken.

Permittee: Blackha_w__k-'---'C=-o=-a=l-=:C-"'o-". _
(Or Operator (/ No Permit)

I
I County: Carbon

=-~~~---------i
[J Surface

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 700, Lancaster, OR 43130 [Xl Underground

Permit Number:_A_C_T-,--/0_0-,---7=-/0-'-0_2 _
I

Mine Name: __ \ii-lJQY_ ~=r_e=e:.:.k__·.___ii 0 Other

NATURE OF VIOLATION AND LOCATION: Failure to provide justification for a long term,

~~actical, achievement of an Industrial/Commercial land use as opfinpo bv the Utah Coal

Mining Rules.
-----------------------

Section of State Law, Regulation or Permit
Condition believed to have been violated: R614-100-200

~~~~~~X<XNXKK~: to include the definition of

____.__~ . .!!1dustrial/Commercial land use;

R614-301-413.310 and
~._-------__--------. ___"_'R=6=14..:..-_3'"_0"_1"_-_4_'_'1"_'3"_'°'-'3"-'03<..'1'-.'°'---- ----1

Section of State Law, Regulation or Permit
Condition believed to have been violated:

REMARKS:
~R~~~~l\KI!(~: ---=C-'-h....:a_n-'g2~1:::c:·n:.:..g!.L....::t-'--h..::e:.....:d::..:e::..:s::..:l~· go.n=a-=t-=e-=d----=l'-"a::.:n.:.:d'"---u=s.:::e~h=_"a'_"s'___'c"-'h_'_'a"'_n,_,_og"'e""d~m'_"a~n C.Jy__

_~spects of the MRP, l.e, the liability to revegetate, the removal of a buildins> and a

~~..!?~t~atioIl..L.-!he_ bond amount and other reclamation considerations that are not in
SH~NJll}QX<XfxS~~~)Q(~

accordance with the Utah Rules ~}Q~~OCXxM~RRX«~~

Remarks or Recommendations: _ (con_t..inued) and that .illll.5.L.-he_ad.d.r.e..s~ because the _

CERT. RECEIPT OP 965 799 128

Date of Letter: _ 3/28/91

Distribution O,ig,nal·State's Copy. Blue·Fleld OHice, Yellow·lnspec!O,·s Copy
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6. Block 25 Cate90ries in NON-COMPLIANCE this RSI ~
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-
March 20, 1'391

Pel'"mittee:
Blackhawk Coal Co.
P.O. Boy; 700
Lancaster, OH 43130

Mine: Willow Creek

Utah Pel'"mit No. ACT/007/002
Inspection Type: Complete/Bond Release
F'ar·ticipC:U·ltS: Appr()ximal:ely 10 DOGI'1 pers()r"wlel including Dar()f1
Haddock, Randy Harden, Steve Demczak, Lowell Braxton, Prucilla Burton
and others; Conrad Parrish,ACZ representing the permittee, Jeff
Zingo, DSM-Albuquerque

General Comments

The purpose of this inspection was to conduct a combination of bond
release and complete oveysight inspections with DDGM personnel. The
conditions at the mine were cold and windy with very little snow
covel'· •

The mine is reclaimed to the standards in the permit. However, the
permit standayds were changed significantly ir1 1990 as a result of a
change in the post-mining land use. The land use was changed from
"'.vildlife and gyazing" to "industt-ial (stot-age)." The Utah
regulations define industrial post-mining land use as including "long­
teym ~~to·,...a!;,H'~," yet Blc:.'\ckhawk's CLwrent lE"ase to a compc:.'1ny f()y storage
of equipment is for 5 years, one-half of the normal liability period.
{;lso, thf2 cut"j"E·nt lQ"".'o.;f? allo~·Jc.:. I;?ith(;?y' to tf?Y'ITlin"itii:? thE' l(7:a~::I'2 a-t Dny
t i IlIE·. ~'10r' E:~ i mpoY' t i:.'\nt 1 y, i f t hE' I E'i:~C.;E' is t E'r mi 1'''1 at E'd, thE' dE'ifli:.:o.nd f cqr

1·~:.t:C'·(C\f:.~i::: C:.1.j.Mec.i~:.11 d{.)(::.:-~; n()"t: E-?>'~i ~:-t vJi"'IE-?'I'-(:-;" -Ct'-IE' ~\Ji 11 ()i",~.i C:"-·l::-?(:·?k ~~.i ti.::·.' i '::~.

locc~,tE:'cl. Fur·thE'Y, thE"rE' i~:. not d Ut='ifk:'.ncJ H:':":i' "s:.to·(i:~gt:;;' <:;.i··eac.:." in tht.:!
towns or Helpeej I~~: P~ice

• t·~if.~t.he)·- t~'&E' It::'i::,s~.Ei ()I"" t:!··II..:' ffl.i.....lin~J C.iJ""icJ l.'·E:C} (·:::i.ffit::\t i (.Ill pJ.i::\", (!···iF:F·) F'j"'·;...·./.LLli;.-.:

i:.'\ plausiblE' justi fication f •.){ thE? Chc\llgl2 in 1~3.l'id U::;·I:::,. t:;l~;.c., l:ht.c:
av'ail db 1 G' in f ()f rna t i on dOL'S n cd; ';';'11 SUY' E' that t 1"1 E' ". E'qU i r' t:!i1iQl i t ~:. u[ r;U:,:!. .,.....
3i)1-··413.3()O will be filet. Ther'efo~ef TDN#'31--i)2-24·G····3 was is~~weJ {Gr",

"F··~ii],L.lYE.' t.el p ....·()\/idE:· tl"IE' .jLl.s:.·ti"ficat:i.()rl }C)"r" i:':i. l::'fl~J G':.:'II·['I, r)(c.~ctil.::C':tJ.f
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substation, and any other reclamation standards that were either
removed or changed in the MRP due to the land use change.

Other findings that should be addressed:
-the technical analysis of 5/25/90 on page 2 generally states that no
reclamation will be conducted because of the change in the land use;
-not revegetating will not enhance the watershed as required by R614­
302-271.900;
-a stipulation to ~he permit shows elevated selenium levels in the
soils, but addressing the selenium has been dropped.

No problems were found on site that were not in compliance with the
1990 amendments to the MRP




