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Mr. Daron Haddock
Utah Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203
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Dear Daron:

As you are aware, the reclamation of the No. 4 Mine Canyon is suspended for the
winter. There is nearly a foot of snow on the ground which is preventing the contractor
from beginning the grading work. The surface runoff from the area continues to flow to
Pond 007. The following is a sequence of construction for the remaining work.

1. Grading: This work will begin at the uppermost reach of the No.4 Mine
Canyon disturbed area and progress downstream. The grading work
includes the channel excavation. However, the last 50 feet of channel
excavation will not be done until the alternative sediment controls of deep
ripping and sediment fence are installed. The plug which is left in place will
ensure that runoff from the No. 4 Mine Canyon is conveyed to Pond 007
until alternative sediment controls are in place.

As part of the grading sequence, the overland flow diversions on both sides
of the canyon will be reclaimed concurrently with the areas near the
diversions. The contractor will be instructed to maintain a plug in the upper
end of any diversion which is left at the end of the day. The plug will
prevent any runoff from the disturbed area from flowing into the overland
flow diversion.

The grading work will last approximately four weeks and will begin when
the weather permits which could be as late as May 1, 1993.

2. Riprap: After grading is completed, the riprap will be placed. Prior to the
placing of the riprap, the material in the diversion will be tested for
adequacy as a filter blanket for the riprap. If the material will not meet the
specifications for a filter blanket, then granular material meeting the
specifications will be placed prior to the installation of the riprap.

The riprap installation will take approximately two weeks.

3. Deep ripping: Deep ripping of the area at a depth of 18 to 24
inches will be done after the riprap is placed. The ripping will
be done parallel with the graded contours, and will take
approximately two days.

2273 Bishop Road. P.O. Box 3005 • Gillette, Wyoming 82717-3005 • 307-687-3400



•
Mr. Daron Haddock
December 22, 1992
Page Two

4. Sediment Control Fence: After ripping is completed the sediment control
fence will be installed. The installation of the sediment control fence will
take approximately one week.

5. Seeding: A determination will be made with the Division whether to seed
with permanent seed mix or use a cover crop of barley until the Fall seeding
season. If a decision is made to use a cover crop of barley, mulching with
wood fiber will be delayed until the Fall seeding.

6. Channel Excavation: After the alternative sediment controls of deep ripping,
sediment fence, and seeding are completed, the remaining channel section
which ties the No 4 Mine Channel into the Hardscrabble Canyon will be
constructed.

7. Permanent Seeding: If permanent seeding was not performed in the Spring,
then the seed will be planted in October. Wood fiber mulch will be sprayed
after the seeding operation is complete.

I hope this letter clarifies the sequence and the amount of time necessary to
complete the remaining work at the No. 4 Mine Canyon. Seasons Greetings to you and
the Division Staff.

Sincerely,

a~fc:1~~
Richard H. Allison, II. P.E.
Project Supervisor
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Dear Daron:

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with the staff on December 17. The
following is a list of topics which were discussed and any decisions which were made
during our meeting as I have recorded in my notes:

1. The DOGM requested that a qualified person be present during the
backfilling operations of a reclamation site. This person needs to inspect the
backfilling of cutslopes and highwalls to ensure compaction is being obtained
for long term stability and any modifications to the approved plan' can be
certified by a P.E. AMAX is committed to having a qualified person during
the backfilling operations at least two hours a day to assure quality control
of the project. .

2. Rick Summers will work directly with Bill Hendrickson, of EarthFax
Engineering, on documentation for the riprap calculations for the MRP. The
documentation will be located in Chapter 7 of the MRP.

3. AMAX is to write a letter to the Division requesting an extension of the
abatement time for the refuse pile NOV 92-39-7-1. This extension of
abatement time is authorized by R645-4oo-327.400 which allows additional
time due to weather conditions. Rick Summers stated that the refuse area
needed to be dry in order to get proper compaction and construction
conditions. AMAX will request that the abatement time be extended to the
end of June in order to avoid conflict with Spring rains.

4. A discussion of the construction timing for the various operations at the No.
4 Mine Canyon operation was discussed. AMAX will write a letter which
outlines the sequence of operations to the division. The sequence of
operations will minimize the hydrologic impact to the main diversion channel
in Hardscrabble Canyon by conveying water to Pond 007 until the alternative
sediment controls are adequate to reduce the impact to the main channel in
Hardscrabble Canyon from the NO.4 Mine reclamation project.
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5. Paul Baker expressed a concern as to the timing for the permanent seeding.
There may not be enough moisture to ensure success if the seeding takes
place in the late Spring or early Summer. AMAX has agreed to discuss this
situation again in the Spring to determine if a cover crop of barley would be
appropriate until the Fall seeding season. Mickey Steward of AMAX will
work with Paul Baker in making this determination.

6. The approval letter for the Sowbelly Canyon Reclamation Plan was
discussed. The Division will withdraw the stipulation in the approval letter.
AMAX made a commitment to test for sodium during the grading process at
the site to determine the extent of contamination. Pricilla Burton will be
contacted prior to the grading of the area to assist in the determination of the
extent of the contamination.

7. Randy Harden discussed the need for a qualified individual to be at Sowbelly
Canyon during the reclamation of the site to ensure compaction of backfill at
cutslopes and highwalls. Additionally the two ponds which will be
constructed will have to be inspected by a P.E. and certified as meeting the
requirements of the plan and R645 Rules. AMAX will provide a qualified
person to supervise the construction of the reclamation and sediment ponds.

Please let me know if you have any additions or corrections to these notes.
Seasons Greetings to you and the Staff.

Sincerely,

C?~R?1~~
Richard H. Allison, Jr. P.E.
Project Supervisor
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cc: Phil Dinsmoor
Steve laird
Mickey Steward
George Womack




