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Joint Inspection — Item 13 A joint inspection is when a state inspector accompanies an OSM inspector any time during the review of the mine site.
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Amax Coal Co. (Amax)
20 Northwest First St.
One Riverfront - -Place
Evansville, IN. 47708
812-421-3900

Mine Address:
Amax Coal Co.
P.0. Box 449
Helper, UT 84526
801-472-8661

ACT/007/004
Castle Gate Mine

9/16/92
Complete inspection

Mitchell S. Rollinegs, 370, OSM
Steve Demczak, DOGM
Richard Allison, Amax

This was a complete, random sample, oversight inspection.

This'permit was previously issued to Castle Gate Coal Co., and was transferred
to Amax on 6/12/91. The expiration date of the permit is 12/24/94. This site
is currently in temporary cessation.

DOGM has outstanding Division Orders issued to Amax for a vast number of required
changes to the permit. The requirements of these Division Orders have not vet
been met; Amax and DOGM are still working on the changes. The last 0SM oversight
inspection was conducted by Russ Porter on 4/23/92. This April report covers
the Division Orders and the subjects they address. Since all of the Division
Order subjects are still not completed, I did not spend time inspecting features
related to the Orders.

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

DOGM issued Notice of Violation 92-39-7-1 for failure to maintain a diversion
ditch; R645-301-742.300. The ditch, CGD-7B, is a side ditch on the eastern edge
of the face of the refuse pile. The ditch had recently been grouted from the
top of the pile to the first terrace down. Amax bhelieved that the increased
velocity of runoff from the grouted section caused the erosion in the lower part
of the ditch. The eroded section was vertical in places, lacked channel lining
{(washed out) in some places, and had multiple channels. Amax was instructed to
repair to the approved plans with the caveat that the operator has the option
to revise the permitted designs to accommodate the increased velocities.
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Amax has a $2,683,603 bond through National Fire Insurance Company of Hartford;
#929 80 55. This bond is calculated for the 134.5 acres of disturbance. The
liabilityv insurance is with National Union Insurance Company of Pittsburgh PA;
#GL 325 9029. The policv expires 4/1/93.

All certifications were up to date. All vrimary rcads were certified 3/27/92.

These certifications consisted of a map and accompanving narrative. The
following ponds had construction certifications dated 11/6/91:
7,8,9,10,11,12A,12B,and 15. Amax stated that these ponds were actually

reconstructed ar that time. Ponds #3,4, and 5 have annual certifications dated
11/2/91. '

There are a number of assigned MSHA numbers for this mine. The general mine ID
f is 42-00165, the prep plant is #42-01517, the refuse pile is #42~1211-UT-9-
0027, and the impoundment is #1211-UT-09-00-165-02. :

The operation is covered by UPDES #UTGO40000. The permit has an effective date
of 7/1/91 and expires 4/30/93. Air quality permit #BAQF-011-87 was issued on
11/9/87 and does not have an expiration date.

The last quarterly g¢round water and surface water monitoring information was
submitted to DOGM 8/7/92. Previous reports have been submitted as required.

The following items were violations that were corrected before the and of the
inspection or are areas that show potential for a violation to occur:

There is some erosion over the back slope of the loadout in #4 Mine Canvon.
This will need to be maintained before winter weather hits the area. Amax stated
that they are about to mobilize equipment to reclaim this whole area this fall.

A CMP had rolled into the clear water ditch just below the location noted.
This CMP was removed prior to the end of the inspection.

The inlet to pond 9 was eroded as it dropped over the slope. This was
tegraded and riprap was placed prior to the end of the inspection.

The CMP to pond 8 ‘was partially plugged with sediment at the inlet end.
The operator will flush this out.
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The CMP across the reclaimed flat in Crandall Canyon was partially plugged
with sediment at the outlet end. This empties into the clean water ditch. A
sediment delta has built up at the outlet and is restricting discharge. The
operator should remove the sediment at the discharge point of the CMP to allow
unimpeded flow.

The 1inlet to pond 14 in Crandall Canyon is just starting to abrade.
Erosion of the inlet and fill slope will occur if this is nct stopped soon.

The berm at Adit #1 needs to be enlarged to ensure that all runoff from
the portal area is directed to the pond. The road to this area was recently
regraded and the grading appears to have eliminated a previously existing failure
to pass situation. The berm is not veryv high though and should be built up.

The prep plant and refuse pile sites had recently had some regrading done on
roads and ditches. The refuse pile face has bheen recliaimed up to the active
lift. There was not any standing water on the pile.

Most of the facilities at Hardscrabble Canyon have been removed. There is a
substation left and the portals have not been eliminated. The portals are sealed
though,

A1l facilities remain in Crandall Canvon. This is a shaft mine so there are not
any drift or slope portals to seal.

The Adit #1 mine has all facilities remaining. The portals have been sealed.

The #3 and #4 mines remain with sealed portals. Amax plans on removing the
loadout and substation in the #4 mine canyon and reclaiming the area this fall.





