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July 16, 1993

Mr. Mikel Johnson
Weed and Mosquito Supervisor
Carbon County
Price, Utah 84501

Dear Mr. Johnson:

RE: Noxious Weed Control at Castle Gate Mine, AMAX Coal Co., Castle Gate Mine,
Folder #2, ACT/007/004, Carbon County, Utah

I appreciated receiving a copy of your response to Mr. Richard Allison's inquiries
concerning weed control efforts at the Castle Gate Mine. Mr. Allison left a message
on your answering machine yesterday indicating a need to do future control work, and
he requested that I also try to contact you. In addition, I wanted to clarify a few
points discussed in your letter.

The purpose for borrowing the backpack sprayer and using some 2,4-0 was not
to perform weed control at Castle Gate. My purpose was to try to control some musk
thistle at a mine near Clear Creek that has been abandoned by the operator. The
reclamatiorl" bond for this site has been forfeited. We received a complaint from the
landowner about the musk thistle, so I hoped that my work to spray the musk thistle
would save you time and money compared to having someone from Carbon County
spray this area by hand. I am grateful for the cooperation which I received, but I did
not borrow the sprayer and chemical to do work for AMAX. (I received about a gallon
of 2,4-0 which should last through some follow-up applications, and I have arranged
to borrow a sprayer from someone else for future work.)

According to my notes and inspection report, we originally met to discuss weed
control at Castle Gate on April 21 rather than in Mayas your letter states. At that
meeting, you stated that you had not yet received your herbicides but that you
expected to receive them soon. According to the notes which I took, spraying was
anticipated to begin May 3.

Your letter also says that it is unfortunate that certified seed was not used in
past reclamation projects and that you felt that AMAX would not have some of the
problems with noxious weeds if it had. Based on five years of experience working at
the State Seed Laboratory, I believe that it is extremely unlikely that the dyer's woad
was imported in seed. I think that it is more likely that the seed came in contaminated
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mulch.

Although we have had some problems coordinating weed control efforts in the
past, I hope that we can continue to work together on this serious problem. The coal
mining regulations with which I work dictate that reclaimed areas have a vegetative
cover that meets the requirements of appropriate noxious weed laws. It is important
to control noxious weeds even in operational areas so that they do not spread to
adjacent or to reclaimed areas.

When I was at Castle Gate yesterday, Mr. Allison and I went to Crandall
Canyon. The population of musk thistle in this canyon has been greatly reduced
compared to last year, but there is still some work that needs to be done. The musk
thistle is just beginning to flower, so I believe that spraying the plants would still be
possible. Also, there is some field bindweed that is now flowering just below the
topsoil pile near the entrance to the canyon. Mr. Allison would like to arrange with
you to have these weeds sprayed.

I am certain that AMAX would like to be informed if you are unable to 'assist
them with these control efforts. In the past, they have hired a private contractor to
perform some weed control work for them, but it is important that they know'what
help they can receive from you so that a private contractor can be scheduled in a
timely manner.

If you have any questions about these matters, please do not hesitate to call
or write.

Sincerely,

?:B~?\
Reclamation Biologist

cc: Richard Allison




