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February 23, 1994

Richard Allison, Jr., P. E.
AMAX Coal West, Inc.
165 South Union Boulevard, Suite 1000
P. O. Box 280219
Lakewood, Colorado 80228-0219

RE: Meeting to Discuss Sowbelly Gulch Reclamation, AMAX Coal Co., Castle Gate
Mine, ACT/0071004, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Allison:

I received a copy of your January 24, 1994, letter that you addressed to Randy
Harden and have discussed it with Randy. The letter concerns the meeting that we had at the
mine site on January 11, 1994, where we discussed the ongoing reclamation of Sowbelly
Gulch. There are two items in the letter that we would like to clarify.

Item number four says that seeding along the channel should be accomplished in the
fall without mulch and that seedling planting may also be done in the fall. We do not
remember deciding whether or not mulch would be needed along the channel. We would
like to defer the decision on the need for mulch until the summer when we can see how well
the new vegetation becomes established.

The fifth item says we should wait and see if additional sediment control is needed on
the upper part of the west side of the main creek channel. It says that if vegetation is not
adequately established by mid-summer, additional alternate sediment control might be
needed. We remember you saying there was enough mulch in this area that additional
alternate sediment control would not be needed. As we recall, you said that the adequacy of
the mulch is demonstrated in the plan. We responded that we would need to have a
hydrologist look at the plan. The mulch and vegetation might be sufficient for sediment and
erosion control, but we felt we would like to leave the determination to a specialist in this
field.

Steve Johnson and I have looked at some of the information in the plan, partiCUlarly
Appendix 3.2G, with respect to sediment control in the upper part of the Sowbelly Gulch
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reclaimed area. Using any fonn of sediment control different from what has been approved
would first require an amendment to the plan. We understand your concerns about building
the ditch or installing sediment fences but feel you need to follow the approved plan. We
would need to evaluate any amendment that proposes deviating from the plan.

I wish you success in your new job in Tennessee.

rrcerely:> '17 (J
U().~
Paul B. Baker
Reclamation Biologist

cc: Randy Harden




