


The  U tah  ruLe  a t  R645-301-553 .610  a l l - ows  a  h ighwa l l  on  a
continuously mined area to not be completely el- j-minated if  the
permittee demonstrates j-n writ ing to the Di-vision that i t  has, to
the maximum extent technical ly practical, used al l  reasonably
avail-able spoil  to backf i l f  the highwal-I.  The nEngineering"

section of the Technica] Analysis indicates that the "as-buil ts
l for  the mine]  meet  a l - l -  o f  the requi rements of  the R545*301-500
regulations * * * for backfi l- l- ing and grading along with highwall
e l j -minat ion."  I t  a lso s tates that  o [s ]ome por t ions of  the
highwall remain because there is insuff icient f i l l  materia] to
recl-aim them." In addit ion to these general f indings, OSM
requests that prior to the bond. release Utah make a specif ic
written f inding in accordance with the rul-e that the permittee
has to the maximum extent technical ly practical used al l
r_eaeonably avaitrable spoil  to backf i lL the highwall on the mine.

I f  you have any quest ions on th is  le t ter ,  p lease ca l l  me at  (303)
844-1 ,440 .

Sincere ly ,

Dennie Winterringer

Senior Envi-ronmental-
Protect ion Speciaf is t




